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NEXT MEETING: 
SATURDAY May 15 @ 1:00 PM 

program @ 2:00 PM:  
Rick Borstein - "The Road to Master Breeder" 

 
In this issue 

Observations of Tilapia snyderae 
Copadichromis azureus 

The Topical Tank 
AND MUCH MORE! 



 
 
Tank Tales is the official publication of the Aquarium Club of Lancaster County (ACLC). Ten 
issues of Tank Tales are published annually. Anyone using original material from any issue of 
Tank Tales must return two (2) copies of the publication in which the article is published to our 
exchange editor listed below. The views expressed in any material appearing in Tank Tales are 
those of the authors, and do not necessarily express those of the ACLC.  
The ACLC meets on the third Saturday of each month (except July and August) at That Fish 
Place, 237 Centerville Road, Lancaster, PA 17603.  Meetings begin at 1:00 PM unless 
otherwise noted. Meetings usually are comprised of a program featuring a guest speaker, door 
prizes, a mini fish auction, with a period allowed for mingling and refreshments. The 
philosophy of the club is such that our activities are interesting to both the novice and advanced 
hobbyist alike. An effort is made to keep business to a minimum at the general meetings, with 
the executive board meeting being held monthly as needed on a separate date and time. 
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Fellow Members, 

I can’t believe it is already May.  We have learned about Livebearers in Mexico, Sunfish, Aquascaping and the 
fish from “down-under”. And this is only the beginning. We have programs planned on breeding cichlids, 
collecting in Florida, Apistogrammas, and oddball scavengers as well as a roadtrip to New Jersey and our 
picnic.  

We have come a long way in only four months and we have a long way to go. I am very thankful for all the 
patience that our members have shown as we go through some growing pains and, a special thanks to those who 
have stepped up and volunteered their time to help. The club is beginning to get noticed by hobbyists around the 
area and, it is very rewarding to see that when we visit other clubs for their meetings, conventions and auctions.  
However, we can’t rest on our laurels yet.  

Our recent move to join the Northeast Council is going to open us up to a large group of hobbyists in other 
clubs that will make being a member of the ACLC even more enjoyable and educational for all. I want to 
encourage all members to volunteer to assist in the operation of your club. We can sure use your help and your 
ideas. The more we grow, the more important that will become. Every member of the board of directors can use 
some assistance and the more members that get involved, the more we can do and, the more great ideas come to 
fruition.  

I also want to suggest that all of you try to attend at least one function of another Aquarium Club. Check on the 
forum to find out who is going to a meeting, auction, convention or show and see if there is room to tag along. It 
is a great experience! I personally know how rewarding and satisfying it is to be a part of a great group of 
people whom I consider to be the best in the hobby, and how proud I am to consider all the hobbyists I have met 
to be my friends. Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, “It is one of the blessings of old friends that you can afford 
to be stupid with them”. I sure am glad that I am blessed with some old friends! 

 

See you on the 15th! 

 

                 Kurt 
 

 



From the Editor's Tank 
 

 

Short month, a lack of articles until late, and 
some unforeseen travel has this issue a little 
later than I'd like, but out in plenty of time 
before the meeting nonetheless. Well, not much 
in the way of photos for this issue. I really need 
some people with cameras to step up and share 
their work with us. I did get a few articles in 
and I am happy about that. We need all the 
input we can get from our membership to 
make this newsletter great.  With that in mind, 
I am working on a new program with the other 
members of the board that hopefully will get 
some people interested in sharing their 
experiences with the membership. This 

program shall be the Writer's and Artist's 
Award Program, or WAAP. Members will 
receive points for their contributions to Tank 
Tales and, like with the BAP, earn awards for 
various levels of achievement. Once the 
program has been approved by the board, I 
will publish the rules here.  I hope that will be 
next month. 

We are missing Piscatorial Pearls this month, 
but Debbie has promised me she will be back 
on track for June. No matter, we have some 
good articles for everyone to enjoy. So sit back, 
relax, and read on! 

 



 
 

May 15th 
Rick Borstein 
"The Road to 

Master Breeder" 

 

 
 

Schedule for 2010 The Road to Master Breeder is a cichlid oriented 
program which covers why you should breed 
cichlids. rick will reveal some tips and tricks, 
including how to handle aggression, as well as 
methods to naturally and artificially raise fry.  

Rick Borstein is the President of FAAS 
(Federation of American Aquarium Societies) 
and has bred close to 130 species of cichlids. He 
chaired the 2006 ACA Convention and has 
served on the board of various tropical fish 
societies over the years. He is currently 
webmaster of the Greater Chicago Cichlid 
Association (GCCA). 

SPECIAL NOTE:  Rick will be bringing with 
him some fish donated from members of the 
GCCA. There is likely to be some species that 
are not often seen in this area in the auction. The 
ACLC will send some fish back to Chicagoland 
with Rick in exchange for the GCCA donation. 
Special thank you to all ACLC members who 
donated fish. 

June 19 
Collecting Aquarium Fishes 

 in Florida 
Chuck Davis 

 

***July 17*** 
DATE CHANGE 

ACLC Annual Shop Hop 

 

August 21 
***ACLC Picnic*** 

SEE DETAILS ELSEWHERE 
IN THIS ISSUE 

September 18 
The Care and Breeding of the 

Genus Apistogramma 
Sal Silvestri 

October 16 
Spawning Oddball Fish 

Eric Bodrock 

November 20 
TBA 

December 
TBA 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, August 21, 2010 from 3:00 – 10:00 

AT 

Manheim Twp. Community Park 

Pavilion Kiwanis #2 

1 mile west of Route 501 on East Petersburg Road (Rt. 722) 

Members need to bring: 

• utensils  

• plates  

• cups 

• napkins  

• tablecloth (optional)  

• drinks 

• covered dish (very important - see next item) 

• a good appetite 

The Club will provide: 

 hamburgers 

 hotdogs 

 corn on the cob 

 ketchup and mustard 

 

All ACLC members and their families are invited. We will be playing BINGO and there will be several games for 
the children.  There will be prizes and a raffle and maybe a surprise or two.  In addition, there are many things 
to do at the park including a kid's playground, sand volleyball court, baseball field, basketball court, walking 
trail, and a nice peaceful atmosphere.  

Please RSVP by August 7th with your side dish and the number of people attending! 

Send RSVP to Pedro Sanchez at 3d1psanchez@comcast.net 
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May 15-16, 2010

That Fish Place Annual

Our Everyday Low Prices
On Pond Products

Save up to

40%
off

 Pond Fish 
 & Plants25%

off



The ACLC Joins the 
Northeast Council 

 

When I got home after last month’s meeting I had an Email from Joe Masi, the president of the Northeast 
Council of Aquarium Societies, that the Board of Governors had approved our application.  We join 19 other 
clubs as part of an association that was established in 1956 to assist and strengthen its member societies, to 
assist in publicizing their events and to promote the aquarium hobby in general.  The NEC has many great 
programs for its members to participate in, including a Breeder Participation Program, an article competition, a 
slide and video loan program, and much more.  As many of you read my article in the March Tank Tales, the 
highlight of the NEC’s year is the NEC Convention and they also have an auction in the fall.  The next general 
meeting will be on June 6th and I will be attending to represent the ACLC!  Any news from the Northeast 
council and it member societies will be published in Tank Tales as well as on our website.  If you would like to 
find out more about the NEC and it’s programs, visit their website at http://northeastcouncil.org. 

Sincerely, 

 

Kurt  

 


 

The great people at Hagen have offered up one of their newest setups 
as a BIG PRIZE GIVEAWAY for Blue Zoo TV Facebook fans!!! 
Contest will be open to all Blue Zoo TV Facebook Fans, and one 
lucky fan will be chosen in August to receive an uber trendy Burnt 
Orange Fluval Edge! 
 
And that's not all! ;) 

Thats right, as if a cool new aquarium 
is not enough, Hagen has decided that 
the Blue Zoo TV! fan giveaway 

should help the local clubs too! So, if the person that wins the 
Fluval Edge aquarium belongs to a local fish club, that club will 
win a shiny new Fluval-G state of the art computerized filtration 
unit! 

So if you are on Facebook and not a fan of Blue Zoo TV, now is the time to become one.  If you 
aren’t on Facebook yet, this is the time to join and become a fan of Blue Zoo TV and the 
Aquarium Club of Lancaster County!   

http://northeastcouncil.org/�


 
by Lonny Langione 

 

I have always been pretty good at telling 
males from females with most cichlids once 
they are at a sexable size. These guys broke 
all the rules that I have learned over the past 
40 years. I brought six  Tilapia snyderae 
home from a Greater Pittsburgh Aquarium 
Society auction. I kept them in a 30 gallon 
tank and really didn’t really pay much 
attention to them for a while. I fed them and 
changed water as they grew. I lost one 
shortly after putting them into the 30 gallon. 
They started to color up and began showing 
incredible bright red on the lower half of 
their bodies with brilliant yellow on the 
upper half. Their lips turned white and at 
times their throat would turn black. I would 
look at them every day and I could swear I 
had five males. I started asking all over the 
forums if anyone had any females.  

I am used to West African cichlids being 
somewhat dimorphic. Meaning the males 
have all the color and the females are 
usually not as colorful. Most of these are 
riverine West Africans. These little guys are 
from Lake Bermin in the Cameroon. Some 
of the first T. snyderae came into Tony and 
Rose Orso as contaminants with other fish 
they had imported. What confused me was 
the brilliant color of the females, not that 
much different from the males coloration. I 
am also used to males having pointed dorsal 
and anal fins, while the ventral fins usually 
trail back into the anal fin. Females on the 
other hand have rounded dorsal and anal fins 
and the ventral fins usually stop right at the 
anal fin. In male T. snyderae, the dorsal and 
anal fins are a little longer than the females, 
but they are rounded at the ends. The only 
other difference I have seen is the female 
will carry a vertical barred pattern on their 
body when they have eggs or fry. As far as 
size, the males measure in at about 2.5 
inches and females are slightly smaller. At 

time of spawning, my female is about 1.25” 
and the male is 2”. It is said that there are 
three color forms of this fish; “green”, “red” 
and “pale”. The fish I have are definitely the 
red morph. 

As I said before , I housed all of the fish in a 
30 gallon tank. I have shale piled up with 
two large “caves” between the piles. I put a 
few clay flower pots in with them as well, 
but these were unused. I pulled what seemed 
to be another pair out and put them into 
another 30 gallon tank. I left what appeared 
to be another male and female in with the 
original pair. I did a 50% water change on a 
Saturday. The water is 7.5 pH, moderate 
hardness and I run it right in from the tap. 
Temperature is 76 F. I fed the adults live 
black worms, Ultra Color pellets as well as 
chopped up earthworms. They eat anything 
you put in front of them. Water changes are 
done weekly at 50%. 

Monday night I went into the fishroom to 
feed everyone and noticed that the pair was 
running the other male and female ragged. 
The female was staying in the one cave, and 
would turn herself sideways to swim under 
one of the piles of slate. She would go in 
and out of this area slowly. It was a tight 
squeeze. The male would stand guard. It was 
at this time I observed the vertical bars on 
the female. The colors were intense and the 
male's lips were blue white. I tried to net out 
the other male and female but wasn’t so 
successful. I did get them out the next night. 
If I wouldn’t have gotten them out, it was 
quite clear that they would have been killed. 

I went into the fishroom on Thursday to feed 
and when I got to the T. snyderae there was 
a swarm of fry swimming around. The proud 
parents were right with them showing them 
off. There were approximately 100 fry. Nice 
size spawn for a 1.25” fishes first time. 



Today is Saturday and I siphoned about half 
of the fry out and put them into a 5 gallon 
tank. The others are still in with the parents 
and they don’t seem to miss the ones I 
siphoned out.  It is said that the males are 
very aggressive towards the females when 
there are fry around but  I haven’t noticed 
this. The fry are eating golden pearls from 
Ken’s Fish and live baby brine shrimp.  

The second pair that I moved to another 30 
gallon tank have spawned. This tank had a 

10” clay saucer laying flat on the bottom of 
the tank with some other clay pots. The 
female goes under this saucer to protect the 
eggs.  So it is clear to me that they like to 
spawn in secluded and tight surroundings 
under a flat surface.  

Tilapia snyderae have found a place on my 
list of all time favorite cichlids. I am not 
sure why they are not more popular in the 
hobby. The colors are intense and they are 
very easy to care for. 

 


Compiled by Suze Glesky 

 Over 26 million Americans have fish tanks. 
  Fish were on this earth 450 million years ago, long before dinosaurs. 

 There are between 25,000 and 33,000 species of fish. 
 Possibly 15,000 more species have not been identified---yet. 

 The largest confirmed fish is the whale shark, Rhincodon typus. It's length 
can reach 50 feet and weighs over 47,000 pounds. It can live up to 70 years.  

 The smallest fish, an Oarfish, Paedocypris progenetica, was discovered in 
Sumatra in 2006. It's length is 0.31 inches.  

 The first aquarium known to be made with glass, was in 1853. This was in 
Regent's Park in London. 

 95% of tropical fish deaths result from improper housing and nutrition. 
 Some fish see colors, while others see only light. 

 Fish do not have eyelids, but they can spin their eyeballs.  
 Fish are able to use their “lateral line,” to sense movement and vibrations in 

water. It's an organ that runs from the gills to their tail. This organ and it's 
function is currently being researched at a German University to improve 

future robotic movements. 
 A snail's eyes are at the base of its tentacles.  

 A snail's teeth are replaced as they wear down. 
 Snails also have a tongue called a radula. They have either lungs or 

gills. Some are even live bearers. 



 
 

Delaware County Aquarium Society 

Meets the 1st Friday of each month from Sept. 
through June at the Springfield Township 
Building, Springfield, PA. 

www.dcas.us 

Diamond State Aquarium Society 

Meets the 2nd Monday of each month from 
Sept. through June at William Penn High 
School in New Castle, DE. 

http://dsas.topcities.com/ 

Bucks County Aquarium Society 

Meets the 1st Thursday of each month from 
Sept. through July at the Churchville Nature 
Center, Churchville, PA. 

http://www.bcasonline.com/ 

Potomac Valley Aquarium Society 

Meets the 1st Saturday of each month from 
Sept. through June at the Green Acres School 
in Fairfax, VA 

http://www.pvas.com/ 

Keystone Killy Group 

Meets the second Saturday of each month from 
Sept. through June (except Dec.) at members' 
homes. 

http://www.keystonekilly.org/ 
 

Capital Cichlid Association 

Meets the second Saturday of each month from 
Sept. through June in Silver Spring, MD. 

http://www.capitalcichlids.org/ 

UPCOMING ***EVENTS*** 
Visit the websites for these clubs for more information on their event if you are interested in attending. Support 
other clubs and they will support ours! 

Click the pic to go to the convention website. 

 

AKA May 28 - 30 

 
  

http://dsas.topcities.com/�
http://www.bcasonline.com/�
http://www.pvas.com/�
http://www.keystonekilly.org/�
http://www.capitalcichlids.org/�
http://www.aka.org/convention/2010/�


 
 

 

NADA June 10-13 

 

 

http://www.discusnada.org/show/�
http://www.midwestbettaclub.net/convention2010.html�
http://www.aca2010.com/�


 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award Report 
 

Active Members Point Totals 
 

F. Wayne Callender Breeder 
Wayne Callender ......................... 1533 pts 

Grand Master Breeder 
Paul Bricknell ............................. 1211 pts 
David Stephon ............................. 1119 pts 
Pedro Sanchez ............................. 1050 pts 

Master Breeder (None) 
Expert Breeder  

Bob Kulesa* .................................. 786 pts 

Advanced Breeder(None) 
3 Star Breeder  

Bev Newcomer .............................. 330 pts 

2 Star Breeder 
Michael Schrom* .......................... 245 pts 
Jeff Senft ........................................ 165 pts 

1 Star Breeder 
Tom Cavallaro* ............................ 200 pts 
Pat Kelly*...................................... 165 pts 
Brent Shaw* .................................. 155 pts 
Glenn Davies* ............................... 120 pts 
Daniel Sanchez................................ 90 pts 
Dave Frehafer ................................. 90 pts 
Scott Shenk ...................................... 70 pts 
Kurt Johnston .................................. 55 pts 

Other Participants 
Lonny Langione .............................. 35 pts 
Joel Antkowiak ................................ 32 pts 
Jay Stephan ..................................... 32 pts 
Kendall Thoenson ........................... 25 pts 
Matt Shaffer .................................... 16 pts 
Karissa Senft ................................... 10 pts 
Chris Kendig ..................................... 5 pts 
Tara Miller ........................................ 5 pts 
 
 
 

*Breeder has enough points for next higher class 
award but needs to complete more classes for 
award. 

 

Specialist Breeder Awards Report 
Being a new award program, no member has qualified for any 
of the specialist awards.  Several members have completed the 
number of species required for awards but need to complete 
one or more of the other requirements for an award.  Those 
members are listed below each class. 

Class 1 – Livebearers  
Paul Bricknell 
Wayne Callender 
Bob Kulesa 
Pedro Sanchez 
Michael Schrom 
David Stephon 

Class 2 – Catfish  
Wayne Callender 
Bob Kulesa 
Bev Newcomer 

Class 3 – Barbs & Minnows 
David Stephon 

Class 4 – Characins  
Wayne Callender 
David Stephon 

Class 5 – Killifish  
Paul Bricknell 
Wayne Callender 
Pedro Sanchez 
Bob Kulesa 

Class 7 – New World Cichlids  
Bob Kulesa 
Pedro Sanchez 
Jeff Senft 
David Stephon  
Bev Newcomer 

Class 8 – Old World Cichlids 
Bob Kulesa 

Class 12 – U. S. Native Species  
Wayne Callender 

 
 2010 Breeder of the Year Points 

Bev Newcomer................................................ 90 points 
Joel Antkowiak ................................................ 32 points 
Jay Stephan ....................................................... 32 points 
Bob Kulesa ........................................................ 25 points 
Matt Shaffer ..................................................... 16 points 
Wayne Callender ............................................ 13 points 



 

PAXTON AQUARIUM & PET SHOP 
Paxton Square 

6033 Allentown Blvd. 
Harrisburg, PA 17112 

Hours: M-F 10am –7pm 
Sat. 10-6pm; Sun 12 noon-4pm 

Owner – Charles Lambiasi 

 TARA - MODERN ARTIST 
610-689-5356, 

E-mai: ABSTRACTACT@yahoo.com 
 

Paintings, sculptures, and fine jewelry 
available for purchase. 10% of sales 
goes to the World Wildlife Fund. 

ZOOTOPIA PETZ 
 7420 Derry St. Harrisburg, PA 17111 

PH (717) 558-PETS 
FAX (413) 691-0935 
Mon-Fri 12 to 7:30 

Sat 10 to 5; Sun 12 to 5 
Scott & Nola Sommer 

 LITITZ ORTHODONTICS 
Michael V. Palasz, DMD, MS 

4-A Tollgate Rd. Lititz, PA 17543 
717-626-0600 

Hours: Mon-Thu 8am - 6pm 
Fri   8am - 12noon 

Specializing in Orthodontics 
for Children and Adults 

ROGER H. STRAUSE, D.D.S. 
Centerville Family Dental 

803 Estelle Drive 
Lancaster, PA  17601 

717-898-9099 

 PETSMART 
Dustin Chambers, Manager 

2405 Covered Bridge Dr.  Suite145 
NE corner of Whitmer Rd. & R30 E. 

Tel.717-393-0820, 
 Fax. 717-394-6384 

M-S(10am –5pm;Sun. 10am-6pm 

JAY A. RIZZO, D.M.D. 
General Dentistry 

Hempfield Center, Suite 100 
930 Red Rose Court 

Lancaster, PA  17603 
717-295-5590 

M-T 8AM-6PM, W-TH 8AM-5PM, FRI 8AM-12PM 

 HIRAM PEOPLES HATCHERY 
Main Street 

New Providence, PA 17560 
717-786-7346 

Hours:  M-F 8-4 Sat 8-12 
Wholesale: Koi, Goldfish, Pond Supplies  

YOUR AD HERE! 
Contact Dave Frehafer: 

717-626-9456 or 
Docdave144@aol.com 

 MARYLAND AQUATIC NURSERIES 
3427 N. Furnace 

Jarrettsville, MD 21084 

410-557-7615 

 

Please support our local sponsors by visiting their businesses and purchasing their 
products and services. They support your club! Underlined sponsors have a website, 
just click on the sponsor's name above and you will be whisked away to their site. 
 
Want to sponsor the ACLC? Contact Dave Frehafer at 717-626-9456 or via e-mail at 
Docdave144@aol.com. Your support is greatly appreciated! 

http://www.cafepress.com/ABSTRACTACT�
mailto:ABSTRACTACT@yahoo.com�
http://www.zootopiapetz.com/�
http://www.lititzortho.com/home.asp�
http://www.marylandaquatic.com/�


 
BAP Report by Jay Stephan 

 

  

Copadichromis azureus is part of the Haplochromis 
complex of fish found in Lake Malawi. The males 
develop a bright blue color with a few black patches. 
A white edge appears on the top of the male’s dorsal 
fin as well. Females remain a silver color with black 
patches. Males can grow to 7.5 inches. Females only 
reach 5 inches. They are mildly aggressive which 
makes than an excellent choice for an African cichlid 
community tank.  

I purchased these fish from Old World Exotic Fish 
Farm in Florida. This is the first fry from any of the 
group I bought about a year or so ago. They spawned 
in a 20 gallon tank. I recently moved them to a large 
40 gallon tank, hoping they might spawn again. My 
tanks have a mixture of cichlid stones on the bottom, 
and sponge filters. I depend on a drip system to 
change 10 to 15% of their water twice a week.  

Once a month, I clean their stones and do a large 40 
to 50% water change. This is when spawning tends 
to occur. I have placed four inch long, PVC pipe of 
various diameters ranging from one inch to two 
inches, on top of the stones in these tanks.  My 

African cichlids use them both as a hiding place and 
a place to spawn. 

When I discover a mother is holding fry in her 
mouth, I move her to a smaller 15 gallon tank by 
herself to safely have her babies. Once the babies are 
born, I move the mother to an empty tank and start to 
feed her well. After three days, she normally is able 
to be returned to her original tank with her mate.  

Fry remain in the 15 gallon tank and are fed a 
powdered food until they become large enough to eat 
regular food. When they have grown to one inch 
size, I consider them to be juveniles and they are 
moved to my larger 20 gallon tanks. When possible, 
they are mixed together with up to two other types of 
compatible African cichlid juveniles, so they learn to 
adapt to life with other fish in a community tank. As 
they continue to grow, they are moved to larger tanks 
and mixed with more compatible fish until they are 
sold. Juveniles are only sold locally until they reach 
two inch or larger size, when I consider them to be 
sub-adults. Sub-adults and adults are sold locally or 
are shipped.  

  

‘Net News 
As was mentioned at the last meeting, we have moved our website to a new server and so 
far, the performance has greatly improved. As time permits, some new features will make 
their appearance. Five members have posted photos in the Gallery. A special thanks to 
Chris Cornell, Tara Miller, Matt Shaffer, Michael Mull and Robert Putt for sharing 
those with the club. We are still adding new members on our website! There are now 
95 registered users of the ACLC Website and the forum has become the place for news 
about the ACLC! We have been adding events from all the surrounding clubs and the 
NewsFeeds have some great articles. I will also be posting past articles from 
Tank Tales as I get them from our editor. Our Facebook page now has 249 
Fans! Looking to get 100 members of the website and 300 fans on Facebook! 
Tell your friends to check us out and join the fun!  
 
 
 

Go to http://www.aclcpa.org today and register! 
 

http://www.aclcpa.org/�


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, July 17th 2010 
 
The Aquarium Club of Lancaster County will be taking a Road Trip to New Jersey 
for our Annual Shop Hop.  The itinerary will be as follows: 

 

 
 
 
 

 
We will meet at That Fish Place (rear parking lot) 

 at 7:00 AM and will depart at 7:20 SHARP! 
Returning when we are finished! 

 
Bring a styro and plenty of money! 

Members and guests are welcome to join us! 

Shark Aquarium, Hillside, NJ 

The Pet Shanty, Scotch Plains, NJ 

Adam's Pet Safari, Chester, NJ 

Stopping for dinner at the Chester Diner 

Returning to Shop at That Fish Place before closing! 

 

NEW 
DATE 

 

http://www.sharkaquarium.com/index.cfm�
http://petshanty.com/�
http://adamspetsafari.com/index.html�


 
Text and photo by Michael Steffen aka. Twisted Fisher 

 
I acquired 7 of these feisty little cichlids in early 
March of this year and tried to learn as much as I 
could about them from the internet and other 
people. I found that all that is really out there is that 
they are Tangs and that they are extremely 
aggressive. One person even went so far as to call 
them “the bulldogs” of the cichlid world. Now I 
would love to say that he was lying or telling us a 
fine story, but I too have seen the dark side that 
would scare a lot of fish keepers that have kept 
Tangs in the past.  Are they the monsters that some 
people lead me to thinking they are? I think not! 
Just like every other little fish out there they are just 
fighting for their little corner of the world to live in.  

These fish are endemic to Lake Tanganyika in the 
rift valley of Africa. They prefer a ph of  7.2-8.6 
with a temp range of 66-85. They form pairs for 
breeding, but harems are reported in hobby setups. 
They use shells for spawning but after the eggs 
hatch the fry are raised on the sand bed in a very 
unorganized manner. Colony life style is reported 
with this species and the fry do not need to be 
removed from the parents as they raise them and 
then in turn help to raise subsequent batches of fry. 
As with all shell dwellers these fish will guard their 
shells to the death and will chase a lot of fish three 
times their size away with little to no thought of self 
preservation beforehand. 

The 7 Telmatochromis were placed 
in a 20 long. Since they were not all 
sexually mature everything was 
great for a  few weeks until they 
settled in and got ready to do that 
thing that makes all of us so happy 
that keep species specific tanks. 
Courting and pairing up. The large 
dominant male took his female and 
moved to the far end of the tank and 
quickly kept everyone in less than a 
third of the remaining tank space. I 
removed one pair and took them to a 
10 gallon love nest so that there 
were only 5 fish left in the 20 long; 
things settled down a lot after that.  I 
would find out a few days later that 
“big boy”, as the dominant male has 
been affectionately named, was just 

being a good father to be as I had fry all over the 
place looking like sand fleas.  The parents were 
good parents thus far and have managed to protect 
at least 6-10 fry up to this point. That was not bad 
for their first attempt at parenting and they are 
currently guarding the shell again so I'm looking 
forward to more fry soon. The pair I moved to the 
10 gallon love nest attempted to mate and the male 
killed the female in the process. As luck would have 
it, the odd fish in the main tank was a female so I 
introduced her to him and they are getting ready to 
spawn as I write this. 

I have come to this conclusion about this species of 
fish; they are aggressive and a bit overbearing in 
their living conditions, they are extremely intolerant 
of others of their own species, they are a very 
amazing fish with their ability to change color from 
flesh tone to completely black in the blink of an 
eye, they are hardy and easy to keep as long as you 
are willing to dedicate a tank to them and them 
alone. They are a fish I will be keeping for a long 
time due to the facts noted above and also because 
there is a huge decline in their availability in the pet 
trade. 

So until you look behind the shell to see me again, I 
bid you happy fish keeping  



The Swap Shop 
 
Uh oh, nothing here! All previous ads have expired.  

Have something to sell or trade? Looking for something? Get the word out! Send your ads to 
mrkillie@comcast.net by the first Saturday of the month. All ads will run 3 issues unless I am 
informed otherwise. Please let me know if items you are selling have been sold. 

 

VISIT The aCLC SToRe! 
Get all your club paraphernalia at the 
ACLC store. Just click the club logo 
below and you will be whisked away to 
a place where you can buy a club T-
shirt, coffee mug, gym bag, tote bag, 
bumper stickers, magnets, travel mug, 
and more...even unmentionables (so I 
won't mention them!). Support your 
club! And don't forget, we have a new 
logo, so it's like we have a whole new 
line of stuff! It will all bear the new 

logo. So visit the ACLC Club store 
today! Go ahead, click the logo - you 
know you want to! 
 

 
 

2010 NaTIoNaL CoNVeNTIoNS 

The ACLC is a proud sponsor of the ALA, AKA ,and ACA Conventions.

American Livebearer Association 
Detroit, Michigan 

April 22-25 www.ala2010.com/ 

American Killifish Association 
Cleveland, Ohio 

May 28-30 www.aka.org 

North American Discus Association 
Dallas, Texas 

June 10-13 http://www.discusnada.org/ 

International Betta Congress 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

June 24-27 www.ibcbettas.org 

American Cichlid Association  
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

July 22-25 www.aca2010.com 

North American Native Fishes Assoc. 
Ash Meadows, Nevada 

October 14-19 www.nanfa.org 
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Our national sponsors have donated products to make our club a success. Please 
support them. To get information about their products, click the name and you will go 
directly to their website.  

Hikari Sales USA Inc. Aquarium Products Mars Fishcare 
Air, Water, & Ice K and A Imports Boyd Enterprises 

Ginger Inc. Kent Marine Kordon 
Sachs Systems Aquaculture Penn Plax Pet Products Python Products Inc. 

Red Sea Max Seachem Labs Inc. Tropical Science Biolabs 
Vitakraft Pet Products Marc Weiss Companies Inc. Danner Manufacturing. Inc. 
Hawkeye International Drs Foster and Smith Tetra Products 

Rolf C. Hagen Corp. San Francisco Bay Brand Bow Tie Press/Fish Channel 
Cichlid Press Blue Zoo Radio Zoo Med Laboratories Inc. 
Spectrapure Aquadine Nutritional 

Systems 
Aquatic Life LLC 

Aquarium Guys  Kingfish Services.net 

Support Your Club! 
Products donated by the above listed manufacturers as well as the local sponsors are used to raise funds 
for our club. These items are auctioned or raffled off to raise money so that we can have an interesting 
program every month. Our monthly raffle is now expanded. First, we have a door prize for members 
who attend the meeting - you get one entry for attending.  

Next, we still have our regular raffle, but the prizes are bigger and better. Tickets are now $1 each, 7 for 
$5, and 15 for $10. And remember, you get a free ticket for wearing ACLC clothing to the meeting, and if 
you bring a new member to the meeting. The new member also gets a free ticket. Prizes are goodie bags 
filled with fish food, water conditioners, 
reptile packages, and decorations. Well 
worth it if you win, and everyone is a 
winner because it supports the club! 

We now also have a special raffle that takes 
place over several months. Tickets are $1 
each and the prize is excellent. The first one, 
to be drawn at the May 2010 meeting, is a 75 
gallon per day RO/DI Unit donated by Air, 
Water & Ice. It is pictured at right. In 
addition to the RO/DI Unit, the winner will 
receive  a $50 gift certificate to Air, Water & 
Ice to spend how they please - replacement 
filters, adapters for your plumbing, etc. 
Tickets will be sold at each meeting from 
January through May and the prize will be 
drawn in May. 

http://www.hikariusa.com/�
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Just in case you missed it.... 

The April Meeting of the ACLC 
 

 

The April 2010 meeting of the ACLC was just 
excellent! If you missed it, here's what happened. 
We again met on Saturday afternoon at "That 
Fish Place". We had a great program with Tony 
Orso talking about the fishes of Australia. Tony 
explained why there are so few, relatively 
speaking, species of fish on the continent..  He 
showed many slides of the different types of fishes 
that are indigenous to the continent.      

There were 28 members in attendance. We also 
had 11 visitors. We again had many healthy 
looking fish and a some nice plants in the auction. 
Unfortunately, Robin forgot her camera, and 
Pedro left because he wasn't feeling well. I 
therefore have no pictures to share with you. 

There was our usual door prize for members in 
attendance, as well as our improved raffle for fishy 
goodies. We also had a special raffle just for kids. 
Last but certainly not least, we  continued the 
raffle for a Typhoon III RO/DI unit that will be 
drawn at our May meeting. 

Welcome to our  newest members 
 

Tony Orso – Speaker 

Joe and Barb Kunkel 

Robert Putt 

Roy Allen 

 

 

DON'T MISS 
THE NEXT 
MEETING 

 

MAY 15 @  
1:00 at 

THAT FISH 
PLACE 
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