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NEXT MEETING: SATURDAY MARCH 20 @ 1:00 PM 
Kris Weinhold - Aquascaping Workshop 

 
In this issue 

Debbie Rubin's Piscatoral Pearls 
Kurt Johnston reports from Tropical Connecticut? 

Stephanie Cornell's Guppies 
AND MUCH MORE! 



 
 
Tank Tales is the official publication of the Aquarium Club of Lancaster County 
(ACLC). Ten issues of Tank Tales are published annually. Anyone using original 
material from any issue of Tank Tales must return two (2) copies of the publication in 
which the article is published to our exchange editor listed below. The views expressed 
in any material appearing in Tank Tales are those of the authors, and do not necessarily 
express those of the ACLC.  

The ACLC meets on the third Saturday of each month (except July and August) at That 
Fish Place, 237 Centerville Road, Lancaster, PA 17603.  Meetings begin at 1:00 PM unless 
otherwise noted. Meetings usually are comprised of a program featuring a guest 
speaker, door prizes, a mini fish auction, with a period allowed for mingling and 
refreshments. The philosophy of the club is such that our activities are interesting to 
both the novice and advanced hobbyist alike. An effort is made to keep business to a 
minimum at the general meetings, with the executive board meeting being held 
monthly as needed on a separate date and time. 
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Fellow Members, 

Thank You!  Every time I think we have had a great meeting or event, you have 
surprised me and stepped it up a notch. In February we enjoyed a terrific, informative 
program by Bob Bock.  I learned more about Centrarchus in one night than I had in the 
previous 43 years since I got my first aquarium.  In addition to that we had 12 new 
members sign up last month! That makes 19 in the first two months of the year, an 
increase in our membership of more than 30%.  The majority of these new members are 
the result of referrals by other club members so, once again - Thank You! 

I have been very impressed by the amount of hard work our members have done in 
these first 2 months of 2010.  It has made the job of each board member a little easier. 
Kudos to every member of our club. Special thanks to Joel Antkowiak, Suze Glesky and 
Tim Brady.  Joel has done a great job taking over as Tank Tales editor.  I have received 
many compliments from outside the club on the quality of the publication.  Suze Glesky 
has volunteered to Chair the Auction Committee and, Tim Brady has graciously 
volunteered to be our Treasurer.  Joel and Suze have also volunteered to be on the audit 
committee.  As these positions get filled their roles will be more defined and all the 
wrinkles will be ironed out.  Please take a moment to thank all the members of your 
club who have volunteered. 

Our club is beginning to get more recognition among other clubs, which was quite 
evident at the NEC Convention.  I had several people come up and talk to me about our 
club, our newsletter and I even received offers from several well known hobbyists for 
future speaking engagements.  I was very proud to broadcast the message that I was the 
President of the Aquarium Club of Lancaster County! Keep up the good work. 

Don’t forget to tell all your friends, relatives and strangers about the ACLC!   
  

Have a Happy St. Patty’s Day and I’ll see you on the 20th! 

Kurt  O’ Johnston 



From the Editor's Tank
I want to thank everyone for their kind 
words regarding the first "e-Tank Tales". 
I would say that so far this experiment 
has been a success. I still (and always 
will!) need your help to continue the 
successful publishing of our journal. 
Some of you have already submitted 
articles for future publication - let's keep 
them coming! I have even received a 
good article from one of our younger 
members - 10 year old Stephanie 
Cornell. I call this issue of Tank Tales 
the "Stephanie Cornell Special". You see, 
I had forwarded one of the exchange 
newsletters to her because it had an 
article that I thought she might be 
interested in. She thanked me and noted 
that it was "cool that they had an article 
that was written by an actual club 
member of theirs". Well folks, in 
addition to Steph's article, all material in 
this issue is ACLC original material!  

One of the things people are liking most 
about the new "e-Tank Tales" is the 
addition of color photographs to the 
publication. All you photographers out 
there, please send me some good photos 
to make Tank Tales really pop! Send 
your articles or photos to me at 
mrkillie@comcast.net. Also, make sure 
you indicate whether your article is for 
the Breeder's Award Program so that I 
can act on it accordingly. BAP articles 
will be given priority to ensure that the 
bonus points are credited to the breeder 
in a timely manner. Original games, 
artwork, puzzles - anything really, can 
be submitted and would be appreciated. 

Keep the articles coming! Get me some 
photos! And together we can make Tank 
Tales from the Aquarium Club of 
Lancaster County one of the premier 
hobby publications in the country. 

  

2010 NATIONAL CONVENTIONS 

The ACLC is a proud sponsor of the ALA, AKA ,and ACA Conventions.

American Livebearer Association 
Detroit, Michigan 

April 22-25 www.ala2010.com/ 

American Killifish Association 
Cleveland, Ohio 

May 28-30 www.aka.org 

North American Discus Association 
Dallas, Texas 

June 10-13 http://www.discusnada.org/ 

International Betta Congress 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

June 24-27 www.ibcbettas.org 

American Cichlid Association  
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

July 22-25 www.aca2010.com 

North American Native Fishes Assoc. 
Ash Meadows, Nevada 

October 14-19 www.nanfa.org 

mailto:mrkillie@comcast.net�
http://www.discusnada.org/�


THE ACLC SCHEDULE 

March 20 
Kris Weinhold 

Planted Aquarium 
Aquascaping 

Demonstration 

 

Schedule for 2010 Planted aquariums are wonderful additions to 
any home, but successfully setting them up can 
sometimes be a challenge. Kris Weinhold will 
explain and demonstrate how anyone can easily 
setup and aquascape a planted aquarium that 
will be relatively easy to maintain.  

Kris is the president of the Greater Washington 
Aquatic Plant Association. He also maintains a 
website dedicated to planted aquaria, 
Guitarfish.org, and has competed in several 
aquascaping competitions nationally and 
internationally.  

Special Note: After the raffle drawings, the 
completely aquascaped aquarium will be 
auctioned to the highest. 

______________________________________________ 

DO YOU KNOW WHAT THIS 
MONTH'S MYSTERY FISH IS? 

CHECK IT OUT AT 
 

www.aclcpa.org 

***April 24*** 
4th Saturday 
"Aussie Fish" 

Tony Orso  

May 15 
The Road to Master Breeder 

Rick Borstein 

June 19 
Collecting Aquarium Fish in 

Florida 
Chuck Davis 

July 11 
ACLC Annual Shop Hop 

August 21 
***ACLC Picnic*** 

September 18 
The Care and Breeding of the 

Genus Apistogramma 
Sal Silvestri 

October 16 
TBA 

November 20 
TBA 

December 
TBA 

http://www.gwapa.org/�
http://www.gwapa.org/�
http://guitarfish.org/�


 

If you were at the January meeting you were aware that we took up a collection for the Hobbyists 
Aqua Lab Conservation Project (HALCP) in honor of Ivan Dibble, who passed away on Christmas.  I 
forwarded a check to Bob Cashin and received this email from Bob on January 27th: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And on February 8th from Don Kenwood, UK Treasurer HALCP: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I am very proud of the generosity of our members and thank everyone who contributed to this 
worthy cause. 

Kurt  

Hi Kurt, 

     On behalf of HALCP, I want to thank you for the donation in Ivan's 
memory. It was very nice of your club, Aquarium Club of Lancaster County, 
to take up a collection … at the January meeting. One of his principles was 
that every penny was spent to benefit the fish. I am sure that those of us who 
will carry on his legacy will adhere to that policy. 

                                                                 Bob Cashin 

                                                                American Treasurer, HALCP 

Hi Kurt 

Thank you so much for the donation you have made, it is much 
appreciated. 

As Bob has said, all of the money contributed to the HALCP is used to 
support conservation of livebearing fish in Mexico. It has been written into 
the constitution that none of the funds will be used for travel or 
accommodation. As Treasurer of the HALCP here, I am the only one of the 
two man team left and in the reorganisation I will ensure that the original 
principles are adhered to. Bob of course is our Treasurer in the US. 

I am in the process of extracting information from Ivan’s computer records 
of the latest intentions and involvements and will be issuing a statement 
quite soon. 

Best wishes 

Don Kenwood 



 

    My Albino Guppies 
    by Stephanie Cornell, age 10; photos by Chris Cornell 

 

This is my story about my albino 
guppies. On the March 2009 ACLC club 
meeting it was my birthday. Dan 
Wingle gave me 3 trios of albino 
guppies for my birthday I was SO 
excited!!! I couldn’t wait to go home and 
put them into my aquarium. After the 
club meeting my dad put my guppies in 
my 5 gallon guppy tank. I was so 
happy! 

When a guppy has 0 copies of a gene, it 
will not express the gene at all OR give a 
copy to a baby that it will have. When a 
guppy has 1 copy of a gene, it will not 
express the gene but when it is 
breeding, the baby that it will have 
might have a copy depending on what 
the other parent’s genes are. When a 
guppy has 2 copies of a gene, it will 
express the gene and it will, no matter 
what, give at least one copy of the gene 
to the baby. If the other parent has 2 
copies of the gene too, the baby will 
have 2 copies of that gene. You can’t 
have more than 2 copies of the gene, for 
it is impossible.   

When I first tried to get my guppies to 
breed, they wouldn’t breed because they 
were too inbred and all of the fish 
except for a female died. I was really sad 
that 5 of them died, but I still had a 
female albino guppy to work with. I had 
to outcross them with a fancy guppy 
from one of my other lines. 

I chose this guppy because I thought it 
looked very nice with the different 
colors on its tail and a green and blue 
tail would look nice on an albino guppy. 

I also chose him because his tail was 
large, and that is a cool gene to have on 
a guppy. The mom had babies after 
about 4-5 weeks. The babies from these 
two looked very nice! Here is what 
some of them looked like. 

 


 



 

A few months later on January 3rd, the 
two in the picture below had babies. 

One of them looks like its skin is albino. 
The other two do not have albino skin. 

That is all about my albino guppies. If 
you have any questions about my albino 
guppies that I raised, feel free to contact 
me at an ACLC meeting. 

 

  



 

PAXTON AQUARIUM & PET SHOP 
Paxton Square 

6033 Allentown Blvd. 
Harrisburg, PA 17112 

Hours: M-F 10am –7pm 
Sat. 10-6pm; Sun 12 noon-4pm 

Owner – Charles Lambiasi 

 TARA - MODERN ARTIST 
610-689-5356, 

E-mai: ABSTRACTACT@yahoo.com 
 

Paintings, sculptures, and fine jewelry 
available for purchase. 10% of sales 
goes to the World Wildlife Fund. 

ZOOTOPIA PETZ 
 7420 Derry St. Harrisburg, PA 17111 

PH (717) 558-PETS 
FAX (413) 691-0935 
Mon-Fri 12 to 7:30 

Sat 10 to 5; Sun 12 to 5 
Scott & Nola Sommer 

 LITITZ ORTHODONTICS 
Michael V. Palasz, DMD, MS 

4-A Tollgate Rd. Lititz, PA 17543 
717-626-0600 

Hours: Mon-Thu 8am - 6pm 
Fri   8am - 12noon 

Specializing in Orthodontics 
for Children and Adults 

ROGER H. STRAUSE, D.D.S. 
Centerville Family Dental 

803 Estelle Drive 
Lancaster, PA  17601 

717-898-9099 

 PETSMART 
Dustin Chambers, Manager 

2405 Covered Bridge Dr.  Suite145 
NE corner of Whitmer Rd. & R30 E. 

Tel.717-393-0820, 
 Fax. 717-394-6384 

M-S(10am –5pm;Sun. 10am-6pm 

JAY A. RIZZO, D.M.D. 
General Dentistry 

Hempfield Center, Suite 100 
930 Red Rose Court 

Lancaster, PA  17603 
717-295-5590 

M-T 8AM-6PM, W-TH 8AM-5PM, FRI 8AM-12PM 

 HIRAM PEOPLES HATCHERY 
Main Street 

New Providence, PA 17560 
717-786-7346 

Hours:  M-F 8-4 Sat 8-12 
Wholesale: Koi, Goldfish, Pond Supplies  

YOUR AD HERE! 
Contact Dave Frehafer: 

717-626-9456 or 
Docdave144@aol.com 

 MARYLAND AQUATIC NURSERIES 
3427 N. Furnace 

Jarrettsville, MD 21084 

410-557-7615 

 

Please support our local sponsors by visiting their businesses and purchasing their 
products and services. They support your club! Underlined sponsors have a website, 
just click on the sponsor's name above and you will be whisked away to their site. 
 
Want to sponsor the ACLC? Contact Dave Frehafer at 717-626-9456 or via e-mail at 
Docdave144@aol.com. Your support is greatly appreciated! 

http://www.cafepress.com/ABSTRACTACT�
mailto:ABSTRACTACT@yahoo.com�
http://www.zootopiapetz.com/�
http://www.lititzortho.com/home.asp�
http://www.marylandaquatic.com/�


 
 

Our national sponsors have donated products to make our club a success. Please 
support them. To get information about their products, click the name and you will go 
directly to their website.  

Hikari Sales USA Inc. Aquarium Products Mars Fishcare 
Air, Water, & Ice K and A Imports Boyd Enterprises 

Ginger Inc. Kent Marine Kordon 
Sachs Systems Aquaculture Penn Plax Pet Products Python Products Inc. 

Red Sea Max Seachem Labs Inc. Tropical Science Biolabs 
Vitakraft Pet Products Marc Weiss Companies Inc. Danner Manufacturing. Inc. 
Hawkeye International Drs Foster and Smith Tetra Products 

Rolf C. Hagen Corp. San Francisco Bay Brand Bow Tie Press/Fish Channel 
Cichlid Press Blue Zoo Radio Zoo Med Laboratories Inc. 
Spectrapure Aquadine Nutritional 

Systems 
Aquatic Life LLC 

Aquarium Guys  Kingfish Services.net 

Support Your Club! 
Products donated by the above listed manufacturers as well as the local sponsors are used to raise funds 
for our club. These items are auctioned or raffled off to raise money so that we can have an interesting 
program every month. Our monthly raffle is now expanded. First, we have a door prize for members 
who attend the meeting - you get one entry for attending. You can also get extra chances by identifying 
the MYSTERY FISH in the photo on the website. This picture is posted by Lonny some time about a week 
prior to the meeting. Last month there was one winner who identified the mystery fish as the killifish 
Simpsonichthys magnificus. Watch the forum for your chance for another entry for the door prize! Last 
month's prize was a HOB power filter.  

Next, we still have our regular raffle, but the prizes are bigger and better. Tickets are now $1 each, 7 for 
$5, and 15 for $10. And remember, you get a free ticket for wearing ACLC clothing to the meeting, and if 
you bring a new member to the meeting. The new member also gets a free ticket. Prizes are goodie bags 
filled with fish food, water conditioners, reptile packages, and decorations. Well worth it if you win, and 
everyone is a winner because it supports the club! 

We now also have a special raffle that takes place over several months. 
Tickets are $1 each and the prize is excellent. The first one, to be drawn 
at the May 2010 meeting, is a 75 gallon per day RO/DI Unit donated by 
Air, Water & Ice. It is pictured at right. In addition to the RO/DI Unit, 
the winner will receive  a $50 gift certificate to Air, Water & Ice to spend 
how they please - replacement filters, adapters for your plumbing, etc. 
Tickets will be sold at each meeting from January through May and the 
prize will be drawn in May. 

REMINDER: Also, a reminder that the aquascaped aquarium that is assembled during the March 2010 
program will be auctioned as part of our mini auction. It should be a great looking set-up, so bring your 
money and support your club! 

http://www.hikariusa.com/�
http://www.aq-products.com/�
http://www.marsfishcare.com/�
http://www.airwaterice.com/�
http://www.fdpp.net/?�
http://chemi-pure.com/�
http://www.gingerinc.com/�
http://www.kentmarine.com/�
http://www.novalek.com/�
http://aquaculturestore.com/�
http://www.pennplax.com/Welcome.html�
http://www.pythonproducts.com/�
http://www.redseamax.com/redseamax/250Temp/redseamax/index.html�
http://www.seachem.com/�
http://www.tsbiolabs.com/�
http://www.vitakraft.de/�
http://www.marcweissco.com/index.html�
http://www.cichlidpress.com/�
http://hawkeyeaquarium.com/�
http://www.drsfostersmith.com/�
http://www.tetra-fish.com/TetraFish.home�
http://www.hagen.com/usa/�
http://www.sfbb.com/�
http://www.fishchannel.com/�
http://www.cichlidpress.com/�
http://www.bluezooradio.com/�
http://www.zoomed.com/cm/Home.html�
http://www.spectrapure.com/�
http://www.aquadine.com/�
http://www.aquadine.com/�
http://www.aquaticlife.com/�
http://www.aquariumguys.com/�
http://www.kingfishservices.net/�
http://www.airwaterice.com/�
http://www.airwaterice.com/�


by Kurt Johnston

Actually, this is a story about the 2010 
Northeast Council (NEC) Convention 
that was held February 26-28 in 
Cromwell, CT.  The NEC is an 
organization that was established in 
1956 to assist local aquarium societies in 
publicizing their events and promote 
the aquarium hobby in general.  They 
currently have 18 member clubs from 
New Jersey north to New Hampshire. 
This was their 35th Annual Convention 
and the theme was Caribbean, which 
was quite appropriate with the 
“snowicane” that hit early Friday 
morning.  I have wanted to attend the 
NEC since I moved to this part of the 
country but it was always at a time that 
made it difficult for me so, even a little 
wind and snow wasn’t going to stop 
me.    

Andrew Blumhagen was traveling with 
me and we left my house in York at 7:15 
AM.  Andrew had already been on the 
road for 2 hours by that time and on a 

good day it takes about 5 hours to get to 
Cromwell.  This was not the best day!  
The roads were clear but the skies were 
white.  We were very lucky and only 
saw 2 accidents but, with the weather 
we took our time and got to the hotel 
about 2:30.  We did see the sun for about 
10 minutes as we were passing by 
Newark which I have been told doesn’t 
even occur in the summer.  We missed 
the first program by Ingo Seidel but, I 
got to talk to Ingo privately later that 
weekend so, I wasn’t too upset.  The 
convention was being held at the 
Crowne Plaza and I have to give credit 
to the staff at the hotel for being 
extremely helpful and accommodating 
throughout the weekend.  We were 
greeted upon registration by Dave and 
Janine Banks.  Janine was the 
Convention Chair and I have to say that 

2010 NEC Speakers 

"Kingfish & Me" 



she did a fabulous job.  The whole 
convention was very organized and a 
lot of fun.  After registering, we went to 
the vendor’s room to be greeted heartily 
by none other than the “Kingfish” 
himself, Ray Lucas.  Ray is always a 
great source of information and has 
been an inspiration to me for several 
years.  The vendor room had all types of 
aquatic goodies from fish to supplies to 
books and even some great artwork.  It 
was also the main area for people to 
congregate between speakers.  I was 
able to do a lot of networking and tell 
everybody about all the great things the 
ACLC is doing. 

That evening I was able to attend a 
meeting of the Aquatic Gardeners 
Association with a presentation by 
Karen Randall.  Karen was very 
informative and helpful to everyone 
that asked questions.  After dinner, 
which was really delicious, I ran into 
our January speaker, Rit Forcier and 
found out that they were having a 
meeting of the Northeast Livebearers 
Association with a presentation by Dr. 
Ted Coletti.  Ted is extremely 
knowledgeable on Livebearers and is 
extremely entertaining. He even makes 
the “little grey ditch fish” seem colorful.  
Next was a presentation by Chuck 
Rambo on “The History of Keeping 
Aquatic Organisms as Pets”.  The 
photos and information that Chuck 
showed us was absolutely amazing.  He 
had a picture of a fancy goldfish bowl 
and stand that recently sold for $84,000!  
That was the end of Friday and since the 

breakfast buffet was at 8:30 Saturday 
morning, I decided to 
skip the Hospitality 
Room. 

Saturday morning’s 
breakfast buffet was 
accompanied by a 
presentation by 
Holly Lohuis who is 
a member of the 
expedition team of 
the Ocean Futures 
Society and spends 
many hours diving 
with Jean-Michel 
Cousteau.  The video 
clips she showed and, the information 
she presented made this breakfast the 
highlight of the entire convention. 
Check your local PBS channel for the 
series “Jean-Michel Cousteau Ocean 
Adventures”, they have some amazing 
videos.  I then listened to the 
presentation on “Aquatic Plant 
Propagation by Tissue Culture” by Dr. 
Michael Kane of the University of 
Florida.  I never realized how easy and 
inexpensive it was to grow aquatic 
plants in this manner and came away 
with 2 really cool plants that are 
growing in medium.  I can’t wait to see 
how they do.  After lunch I decided to 
sit in and listen to our April speaker, 
Tony Orso talk about “Asian Fishes”.  
Tony is very informative and knows 
how to captivate an audience.  I am 
extremely excited about his presentation 
at our club in April.  

       $84,000 Bowl 



After Tony’s presentation we got a 
special surprise invitation to go and 
visit the fishroom of our January 
speaker Rit Forcier.  He only lives about 
twenty minutes from Cromwell so Eric 
Bodrock, Regina Spotti, Tony Terceira, 
Andrew and I got in the trailblazer and 
went to Rit’s house.  He had about 40 

tanks all squeezed into a small room 
with some of the coolest livebearers I 
have ever seen.  He even had a nice little 
breeding colony of Skiffia francesae!   

We headed back to the hotel in time for 
happy hour and the Caribbean Banquet.  
The keynote speaker was Lee Finley 
who went through some great pictures 

of his collection of “compressed 
celluloid”.  I have talked to Lee many 
times in the past and never realized that 
he could turn a room of several hundred 
hobbyists into a laughing sea of 
humanity.   I was fortunate enough to 
have Lee sign a copy of his latest book 
on Catfish, which will be showing up 

soon in the auction or raffle at our club.  
Since I didn’t go to the hospitality room 
on Friday night, I decided that I would 
go and visit with all my new and old 
friends on Saturday night.  I planned to 
stay for an hour or so but, when I got 
there I discovered that in addition to 
being a knowledgeable aquarist, Ted 

Rit's Fishroom 



Coletti is also an accomplished guitarist!  
Before long, I was sipping on some 
brews, sitting in the “Coletti Corner, 
singing songs with Ted and Kevin Carr 
from NJAS.  Ted has a songbook full of 
songs that have the words changed just 
a little to be all about fish.  By the time 
we broke up at 2 a.m., everyone knew 
the words to the “Water Change Blues”! 

Sunday’s auction was huge! There had 
to be at least 1000 items and the variety 
was unbelievable.  We couldn’t stay 
long because I had to get back and go to 
work Monday which was really 
heartbreaking.  I know that for 2011, I 
will be going back to the NEC 
convention and staying for the entire 
auction.  I highly recommend it to all of 
you.  There is something for everyone at 
this convention and the people of the 
NEC and the people of Connecticut are 
some of the most helpful and 
welcoming people I have ever met.  
Keep an eye on the NEC Website for the 
dates next year and mark it on your 
calendar.  If you can only go to one 
convention a year, I would say “make it 
the NEC”! 

 Don’t Miss out! 
The ACLC is growing and our presence on the Internet has a lot to do with that growth.  
Our membership has grown by more than 30% in the first 2 months of 2010 which, is 
well above what we were hoping for.  On our website there was a growth of 20% of 
registered members, but only 18% more in club members registered.  I am glad to see 
more people registering but, we still only have about ½ our members using the site.  
People are getting on and wanting to talk to members about the club.  We need all of 
you!   Since the February meeting, we have had 50 more fans following 
our Facebook page, almost 30% more traffic on our website and people 
are even staying on the website longer by 6%.  All of this means that 
people are seeing us and spending more time finding out who the 
Aquarium Club of Lancaster County is.  Remember, the club is its 
members. Let’s shoot for 100% membership registration on the 
website. You don’t know what you are missing! Go to 
http://www.aclcpa.org today and register! 

 

The Coletti Corner 

http://www.aclcpa.org/�


237 Centerville Rd., Lancaster
717.299.5691

thatpetplace.com
Mon.-Sat. 9-9  Sun. 10-6

Over 20,000 aquatic & 
pet supplies at everyday 
low discount prices. 
Don’t miss our HUGE
fresh & saltwater fish rooms.

Save 5-40% with 
Pet Rewards!
Sign up for free 
and start saving today.

SAVE 60UP
 TO %

OFF

Everyday Low Discount Prices

Grocery, Chain Super Stores & Local Pet Stores
Quality, Selection & Service you won’t find anywhere else!



 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award Report 
 

Active Members Point Totals 
 

F. Wayne Callender Breeder 
Wayne Callender ......................... 1520 pts 

Grand Master Breeder 
Paul Bricknell ............................. 1211 pts 
David Stephon ............................. 1119 pts 
Pedro Sanchez ............................. 1050 pts 

Master Breeder (None) 
Expert Breeder  

Bob Kulesa* .................................. 786 pts 

Advanced Breeder(None) 
3 Star Breeder  

Bev Newcomer .............................. 240 pts 

2 Star Breeder 
Michael Schrom* .......................... 245 pts 
Jeff Senft ........................................ 165 pts 

1 Star Breeder 
Tom Cavallaro* ............................ 200 pts 
Pat Kelly*...................................... 165 pts 
Brent Shaw* .................................. 155 pts 
Glenn Davies* ............................... 120 pts 
Daniel Sanchez................................ 90 pts 
Dave Frehafer ................................. 90 pts 
Scott Shenk ...................................... 70 pts 
Kurt Johnston .................................. 55 pts 

Other Participants 
Lonny Langione .............................. 35 pts 
Joel Antkowiak ................................ 32 pts 
Kendall Thoenson ........................... 25 pts 
Jay Stephan ..................................... 16 pts 
Karissa Senft ................................... 10 pts 
Chris Kendig ..................................... 5 pts 
Tara Miller ........................................ 5 pts 
 
 
 

*Breeder has enough points for next higher class 
award but needs to complete more classes for 
award. 

 

Specialist Breeder Awards Report 
Being a new award program, no member has qualified for any 
of the specialist awards.  Several members have completed the 
number of species required for awards but need to complete 
one or more of the other requirements for an award.  Those 
members are listed below each class. 

Class 1 – Livebearers  
Paul Bricknell 
Wayne Callender 
Bob Kulesa 
Pedro Sanchez 
Michael Schrom 
David Stephon 

Class 2 – Catfish  
Wayne Callender 
Bob Kulesa 
Bev Newcomer 

Class 3 – Barbs & Minnows 
David Stephon 

Class 4 – Characins  
Wayne Callender 
David Stephon 

Class 5 – Killifish  
Paul Bricknell 
Wayne Callender 
Pedro Sanchez 
Bob Kulesa 

Class 7 – New World Cichlids  
Bob Kulesa 
Pedro Sanchez 
Jeff Senft 
David Stephon  
Bev Newcomer 

Class 8 – Old World Cichlids 
Bob Kulesa 

Class 12 – U. S. Native Species  
Wayne Callender 

 
 2010 Breeder of the Year Points 

Joel Antkowiak ................................................ 32 points 
Bob Kulesa ........................................................ 25 points 
Jay Stephan ....................................................... 16 points 



 
BAP Report by Jay Stephan 

These fish are a fairly new variety of 
Metriaclima zebra to the hobby. They 
come from Lake Malawi where they 
were first discovered  about a year or so 
ago. This fish was caught at Nkhotakota 
in very shallow water. Cyneusmarginatus  
is distinguished from other types of 
Metriaclima by its blue marginal band 
and brown lappets. The original 
information I found about this fish came 
from an article on the Eastern Districts 
Aquarium Society web site. However, 
this article has disappeared from the 
internet, and I can not find any 
additional information about this fish at 
this time.  

Metriaclima cyneusmarginatus  Nkhomo 
Reef tend to be mildly aggressive. As 
such they make a good community tank 
fish. I have mixed some of them with 
Labidochromis sp. Red Tops, which are 
peaceful to  mildly aggressive, and 
others with Petrotilapia sp. Nkhata 
Orange, which are aggressive, with no 
problems.  

I purchased several wild caught 
specimens of this fish from a large fish 
farm in Florida about a year or more 
ago. They successfully spawned several 
times. The male has a purple-blue color 
with dark brown bands. The female was 
brown, and has since passed away.  
Most of the male fry have developed 
into a lighter shade of blue with black 
bands, some black on their dorsal fin, 
yellow on the tips of the upper fins, and 
yellow on their anal fin. A few males 
have shown signs of turning more 

purple-blue like their father. Females 
have a darker almost black look, and 
over time may turn more brown.  

These fish spawned in a 90 Gallon tank 
with stones and PVC pipe providing 
hiding places. Like my other tanks, it is 
connected to a drip system which 
provides a 10 to 15 % water change 
twice weekly.  Once a month, I clean the 
stones and do a 40 to 50% water change 
in this tank. Spawning tends to occur 
directly after this large water change. 

When I discovered the mother was 
holding, I moved her to a smaller empty 
tank to have her babies. After the fry 
were born, the mother was moved to 
another empty tank, for three days, 
before being returned to her original 
tank.  

Fry remain in the 15 gallon tank and are 
fed a powder type food until they 
become large enough to eat regular 
food. When they have grown to one 
inch size, I consider them to be juveniles 
and they are moved to my 20 gallon 
tanks. When possible, they are mixed 
with up to two other types of 
compatible African cichlid juveniles, so 
they learn to adapt to life with other fish 
in a community tank. As they continue 
to grow, they are moved to larger tanks 
and mixed with more compatible fish 
until they sell. Juveniles are only sold 
locally until they reach two inch or 
larger size, when I consider them to be 
sub-adults. Sub-adults and adults are 
sold locally or are shipped to hobbyists 
overnight via Fed Ex. 



 

or, Milking this Pest for as Many BAP Points as I can (which isn't many!) 
BAP Report by Joel Antkowiak 

 
You may be wondering, why in the world 
would anyone ever waste their time writing 
a BAP article on ramshorn snails? Well, 
Tank Tales always needs articles, and I need 
the points! 

Most ramshorn snails are considered 
aquarium pests. They may arrive in a tank as 
egg bundles hidden in newly acquired 
plants. I suspect that is how mine arrived in 
my new fishroom. I certainly did not seek 
them out. Anyone who does has a screw 
loose somewhere! They just appear as if by 
magic, and then multiply into the hundreds 
if left unchecked. As a killienut, I have Java 
moss in most of my tanks, and the eggs 
could easily hide in that stuff. Although their 
reddish color may make them somewhat 
interesting aquarium subjects, their 
hermaphroditic ability to breed prolifically 
from any two specimens can make them 
troublesome. I barely notice them until they 
are about ¼ inch in diameter. They can 
approach 1 inch in size. 

Most of these snails are members of the 
family Planorbidae, and they include the 
species Planorbis corneus and Planorbis 
rubrum. There are two skin forms: black and 
red; the latter lack the dark skin pigment 
melanin and consequently have a bright 
reddish skin. The color comes as a result of 
hemoglobin in their blood, in contrast to 
other snails that have hemocyanin in their 
blood which is greenish in color. 

Ramshorn snails breathe air. Their shells are 
spiraled sinistrally, with the opening hole 
slanted downward toward the right. Large 
folds of skin may protrude out of the more 
open left side. Like all air-breathing water 
snails, they do not have an operculum. They 
generally will eat only the most delicate 

plants, preferring algae, uneaten fish food, 
and dead fish. I will rarely remove a small 
dead fish from a tank if it has many snails in 
it. They will devour the carcass quickly. I 
also include one or two spirulina or algae 
wafers when feeding the fish not only for the 
fish, but for the snails as well. I do tend to 
feed my fish a lot and the snails help to 
consume the excess food. Unfortunately, 
this practice also helps to propagate the 
infestation. 

They lay eggs in translucent globules that 
are brownish in color. The globules contain 
about a dozen or so eggs, and can be found 
anywhere in the aquarium. Because the eggs 
are translucent, it is possible to visually see 
the new snails develop. The newborn snails 
are whitish but will darken once they start to 
graze. 

Some aquarium species will eat ramshorn 
snails. This should be taken as a clue on 
controlling them! More voracious snail 
eaters include loaches of the genus Botia, 
many cichlids, bettas, crayfish, and most 
gouramis—though many other fish will also 
consume snail meat. My black belt cichlids 
have eradicated the snails from their tank. 

You can even get snails to eat the snails! 
Apple snails and assassin snails will prey 
upon ramshorn snails. You may think that 
you are replacing one problem with another, 
but these snails do not multiply as rapidly as 
ramshorns do. 

Good fish roommates for snails include, but 
are not limited to, killifish, dwarf cichlids, 
many livebearers, tetras, barbs, and 
Corydoras sp. All of these are non-
aggressive fish that cohabitate easily with 
snails. 



 

 
A Review Column by Debbie Rubin 

 
As always, if you find anything in this 
column that you would like to read for 
yourself,  please notify our Tank Tales 
editor and he will happily supply you with a 
copy. Specify the title and date of the 
newsletter with each request. If you find 
something that stirs your interest that you’ve 
read in any other publication, I invite you to 
“talk fish” and  be included as a guest writer 
for this column. I will gladly share this 
space with you. 

From the April/May 2009 issue of Tank 
Topics, the official publication of The 
Greater Akron Aquarium Society, I read an 
article by Bob Miller. He wrote about 
Cryptoheros nanoluteus,  a fish that is a “so-
called member” of the Convict group.  
Hailing from Panama, they are typical in 
size and shape of others from the 
Cryptoheros clan. I found this article very 
interesting because I was under the 
impression that all fish is this group are 
aggressive and not particularly the best fish 
to put in a community tank. However, the C. 
nanoluteus is a non-violent, small,  quiet and 
pretty fish that needs no special care and 
will not take a lot of space.  Keeping them in 
a community tank allows aggression 
management. They might still fight among 
each other, but it doesn’t seem to be as 
serious when other fish are present. 

On the other end of the aggression bar, we 
have the green terror cichlid, Aequidens 
rivlatus. In an article in The Journal of the 
Brooklyn Aquarium Society, May-June 
2009 issue, Robert Price presents and 
speculates about some of the more extreme 
behaviors of this species. Maybe these fish 
act on “emotion.” He tells the reader about a 

breeding pair of his that doesn’t mind if he 
is standing in front of the tank, and that they 
go about their business of the day.  
However, if anyone else gets too close to the 
tank, they hide and won’t come out until the 
strangers move away from the tank.  Robert 
also tells about their  interesting pattern digs 
– clearing out gravel and constructing their 
homesite. This short article is a must read 
that I found very fascinating. If you’re 
interested in reading the full story, email the 
Tank Tales editor.  I’ll scan and email it 
back to him who will send it to you! 

Now, let’s talk about food.  Not just any 
food, but one that plays a very important 
role, the Artemia salina, or brine shrimp.  
Many in the ACLC hatch their own brine 
shrimp and are very well educated in the 
raising and subsequent feeding to their  fish 
fry. Jim Brockson wrote an article for 
Gravel Gossip, the publication of the 
Diamond State Aquarium Society, Inc., 
which appeared in it’s May, 2009 issue.  
Brine shrimp  was discovered by Alvin 
Seale, the superintendent of the Steinhart 
Aquarium, around 1933 in the Leslie Salt 
Ponds in San Francisco which were located 
next to the Steinhart Aquarium.  He 
collected some of the artemia and watched 
as some fish greedily devoured the brine 
shrimp.  In the article, Jim reveals some 
interesting and perhaps little known tidbits 
about brine shrimp, which is also known as 
the “Fish breeder’s best friend." Using these 
little gems makes for happy feeding for your 
young fishies! 

 
'Til next month. 



 
 

Delaware County Aquarium Society 

Meets the 1st Friday of each month from 
Sept. through June at the Springfield 
Township Building, Springfield, PA. 

www.dcas.us 

Diamond State Aquarium Society 

Meets the 2nd Monday of each month 
from Sept. through June at William 
Penn High School in New Castle, DE. 

http://dsas.topcities.com/ 

Bucks County Aquarium Society 

Meets the 1st Thursday of each month 
from Sept. through July at the 
Churchville Nature Center, Churchville, 
PA. 

http://www.bcasonline.com/ 

Potomac Valley Aquarium Society 

Meets the 1st Saturday of each month 
from Sept. through June at the Green 
Acres School in Fairfax, VA 

http://www.pvas.com/ 

NJ Tri-State Tropical Fish Association 

Meets the 1st Thursday of every month 
except July and August at the 
Barrington Municipal Building in 
Barrington, NJ.  

Contact Bill Farrell at 856-428-1431. 

Keystone Killy Group 

Meets the second Saturday of each 
month from Sept. through June (except 
Dec.) at members' homes. 

http://www.keystonekilly.org/ 

Capital Cichlid Association 

Meets the second Saturday of each 
month from Sept. through June in Silver 
Spring, MD. 

http://www.capitalcichlids.org/ 

UPCOMING 
***EVENTS*** 

Visit the websites for these clubs for more 
information on their event if you are 
interested in attending. Support other clubs 
and they will support ours! 

Greater Pittsburgh Aquarium 
Society Spring Auction 

Sunday, April 18, 2010 

North Hampton VFD 
5149 North Pioneer Road 

Gibsonia, PA 15044 

Bucks County Aquarium Society 
Spring Auction 

Saturday April 24, 2010 

Churchville Nature Center 
501 Churchville Lane 
Churchville, PA 18966 

Potomac Valley Aquarium 
Society Spring Auction 

Sunday, April 25, 2010 

Washington Irving Middle School 
8100 Old Keene Mill Road 

Springfield, VA 22152 

http://dsas.topcities.com/�
http://www.bcasonline.com/�
http://www.pvas.com/�
http://www.keystonekilly.org/�
http://www.capitalcichlids.org/�


SPRING AUCTION

GREATER PITTSBURGH AQUARIUM SOCIETY

Registration starts at 9:30 am

Sunday April 18th 2010

Auction starts at 11 am

For More Information:
Bill Sensor 724-845-7171
Cell: 412-558-9490
wsensor@comcast.net

Don Tuttle 724-327-5163
djtuttlefish@comcast.net

 North Hampton VFD
5149 North Pioneer Road

Gibsonia, PA 15044

PA Turnpike, Exit 39, Butler Valley
Go North-Route 8

First light at East & West Hardies road turn LEFT
Take the first LEFT onto North Pioneer.  Fire hall is on RIGHT

Now back at our 
old location just off 
the 
PA Turnpike!!!

If you are attending our auction as a seller, even one item, and traveling in 
from an area outside of Western PA region, we are offering to help cover 
some of your travel expense!! When you register your item(s) to be 
auctioned off, inform the auction committee that you are from ‘out of 
town’ (any area code other than 412,724,878). You will be issued a credit 
slip valued for $6 that can be used for any single auction item that you bid 
on and win that day. Only one credit issued per family and only good the  
day of the auction.

 (UPDATE: The Credit slip has no cash value and can not be exchanged for cash 
and is void after the auction.)

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
Please bring your friends!!!!

GPASI
WWW.GPASI.ORG

P.O. BOX 22452
Pittsburgh, PA.

15222-0452



Did you miss it? 

The February Meeting of the ACLC 
 

 

The February 2010 meeting of 
the ACLC was another great 
one. If you missed it, here's 
what happened.  This was our 
second Saturday afternoon 
meeting and was again held at 
"That Fish Place". We had a 
great program with Bob Bock 
informing us about the family 
Centrarchidae, the sunfishes.  
His program told us of the 
similarities and differences 
between sunfishes and cichlids.      

There were 53 attendees at the 
meeting, including 2 visitors and the 13 
new members that we welcomed. We again 
had many healthy looking fish and plants 
in the auction, with BAP donations. There 
was a door prize for members in 
attendance, as well as our improved raffle 
for fishy goodies. Last but certainly not 
least, we  continued the raffle for a 
Typhoon III RO/DI unit that will be drawn 
at our May meeting. 

Welcome to our  newest members: 
Bob Bock – Speaker 

Robin and Ashley Antkowiak 

David Glover 

Jim and Phoebe Harnish 

Mary Miller 

Bill Mustin 

Rachel O'Leary 

Chris Todd & Amy Payne 

Carl Schell 

Ken Wiedel, Jr. 

 

DON'T MISS THE NEXT MEETING 
MARCH 20 @ 1:00 at 

THAT FISH PLACE 
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