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The Next Meeting: Saturday, November 20th 

Program: Greg Niedzielski 
"An Introduction to Egg Laying Toothed Carps" (Killifish) 



Tank Tales is the official publication of the Aquarium Club of Lancaster County (ACLC). Ten 
issues of Tank Tales are published annually. Anyone using original material from any issue of 
Tank Tales must return two (2) copies of the publication in which the article is published to our 
exchange editor listed below. The views expressed in any material appearing in Tank Tales are 
those of the authors, and do not necessarily express those of the ACLC.  
The ACLC meets on the third Saturday of each month (except July and August) at That Fish 
Place, 237 Centerville Road, Lancaster, PA 17603. Meetings begin at 1:00 PM unless otherwise 
noted. Meetings usually are comprised of a program featuring a guest speaker, door prizes, a 
mini fish auction, with a period allowed for mingling and refreshments. The philosophy of the 
club is such that our activities are interesting to both the novice and advanced hobbyist alike. 
An effort is made to keep business to a minimum at the general meetings, with the executive 
board meeting being held monthly as needed on a pre-established date and time. 

 

2010 ACLC OFFICERS & OFFICIALS 
 

Office Name Phone E-mail 
President Kurt Johnston 717-965-7763 President@aclcpa.org 

Vice-President Lonny Langione 717-292-6824 VicePresident@aclcpa.org 
Treasurer Tim Brady 570-385-0573 Treasurer@aclcpa.org 
Secretary Vicki Oatman 717-653-8255 Secretary@aclcpa.org 

Membership Chair Chris Cornell 717-671-1163 Membership@aclcpa.org 
Public Relations Kurt Johnston 717-965-7763 Public Relations@aclcpa.org 

Editor Joel Antkowiak 717-354-2274 Editor@aclcpa.org 
Exchange Editor Joel Antkowiak 717-354-2274 Exchange@aclcpa.org 

Web Master Kurt Johnston 717-965-7763 Webmaster@aclcpa.org 
Social Chair Tara Miller 610-689-5356 Social@aclcpa.org 

Horticultural Chair Tara Miller 610-689-5356 HAP@aclcpa.org 
BAP Chair Kurt Johnston 717-965-7763 BAP@aclcpa.org 

Auction Chair Suze Glesky 717-574-6123 Auction@aclcpa.org 
Corp. Sponsor Liaison Lonny Langione 717-292-6824 Sponsor@aclcpa.org 

Audit Chair Joel Antkowiak 717-354-2274 Audit@aclcpa.org 
WAAP Chair Joel Antkowiak 717-354-2274 Editor@aclcpa.org 

    
Lifetime Members of the ACLC 

Paul Bricknell F. Wayne Calender 
Pedro Sanchez David Stephon 

 
 
Cover: Gold Hifin Plumetail Saddleback Wag Platy. In 2009, a sibling from this male took Best 
of Show Livebearer at the GAAS Ultra Aqua Show. This Xiphophorus maculatus is a 
descendant of original stock from Dr Joanne Norton, who began the American Livebearers 
Association. Photo by Suze Glesky. 



 

 

 

Fellow Members, 

It’s that time of year again!  Election Day in the USA as well as the ACLC, the OCA Extravaganza, the end of 
our BAP year and Thanksgiving! I will save all the yearly round ups for later but, I do want to thank everybody 
since I will not be at our meeting this month.   

 Thanks to all our new members in 2010! 
   Thanks to the Board of Directors for their hard work! 
     Thanks to Craig and the Staff of That Fish Place! 
       Thanks to the great speakers who educated us this year! 
And of course thanks to all of our members, visitors and sponsors. We have come a long way this year and I am 
confident that we can keep going further in 2011. The Board will be meeting soon to lay out all our plans for 
2011 and we need your input as to what you want for your club. Please take the time to let us know. We work 
for the members of the ACLC. I really would like it if every club member could think about something they 
could do to help advance the ACLC. We are already a good club but with a little help we can become a GREAT 
club and have a real impact on this wonderful hobby of ours.  

 

“Losers live in the past. Winners learn from the past and enjoy working in the 
present toward the future.” – Denis Waitley 

 

See you at the Party! 
 

                 Kurt 

http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/losers_live_in_the_past-winners_learn_from_the/296587.html�
http://en.thinkexist.com/quotation/losers_live_in_the_past-winners_learn_from_the/296587.html�


From the Editor's Tank 

Well, I've been very busy fish wise since the last 
meeting. PVAS auction, ECC auction, CCA 
meeting, and trying to get this issue together. The 
auctions are a lot of fun and a great opportunity to 
get some fish that you don't see come through our 
club. These events are also a great way to meet 
people and make friends that have similar interests 
as you. Next year will be a stellar year as far as fish 
events go for our area. We will have within a 6 hour 
drive, the NEC convention, the ALA convention, 
the AKA convention, the ACA convention, and 
presumably PVAS will again put on Aquafest. 
These are all in addition to the regular auctions by 
DCAS, BCAS, GPASI, PVAS, and all of our sister 
clubs in the NEC. Do yourself and your club a favor 
- go to one or more of these events, get a new 
species of fish and breed it. Share your experiences 
with everyone in the club with an article and some 
photos. We will all benefit from it! 

'Til next month.  
****************************************** 

Lancaster Pet Expo - Help! 
The ACLC has been invited to display at the 
Lancaster Pet Expo on December 4th & 5th at the 
Lancaster County Convention Center. This will be a 
great opportunity for our club to increase 
membership. Our display will consist of a 
professional booth display, as well as an aquarium 
set-up. The plan is for a 75 or 90 gallon set up. We 
have a stand and a light, and Jay Stephan has agreed 
to supply some of his African cichlids for the 
display. We could use a tank and background, full 
hood or glass canopy, some gravel, and maybe 
some driftwood or other decorations. See Joel 
Antkowiak if you can help. You can pick up your 
items at the end of the show or arrange with Joel to 
pick up at another time.  

We also need some people to work at the booth, 
both setting up and breaking down the display, and 
greeting potential new members throughout the 
weekend. I would like to have at least 10 people 
available at various times during the weekend to 
help with this so we can have at least 2 people at all 
times and no one has to be there too long. It does 
get tiring. Please contact Joel or Suze Glesky if you 
can spare a few hours to help your club to grow! 

OVERALL STANDINGS* 

Author's Award 
Joel Antkowiak ............................. 280 points 
Michael Steffen ............................. 265 points 

Writer's Award 
Jay Stephan ................................... 135 points 
Bob Kulesa ...................................... 90 points 
Debbie Rubin .................................. 80 points 
Kurt Johnston .................................. 55 points 

Other Participants 
Suze Glesky .................................... 40 points 
Lonny Langione .............................. 35 points 
Wayne Calender .............................. 35 points 
Stephanie Cornell ............................ 30 points 
Matt Shaffer .................................... 20 points 
Geoff Graff...................................... 20 points 
Ashley Antkowiak .......................... 10 points 

MIGHTY FIN STANDINGS 2010-2011* 
Michael Steffen ............................. 255 points 
Joel Antkowiak ............................. 135 points 
Jay Stephan ..................................... 75 points 
Bob Kulesa ...................................... 40 points 
Suze Glesky .................................... 30 points 
Debbie Rubin .................................. 30 points 
Ashley Antkowiak .......................... 10 points 

Standings as of November 14, 2010 
*-Standings may include points for items that have 

not yet been published 
****************************************** 

 
At our meeting on November 20th, the Aquarium 
Club of Lancaster County will elect officers for 
2011!  The club annually elects a President, Vice-
President, Secretary and Treasurer.  Paul Bricknell 
has stepped forward to be the Election Chairperson.  
With the growth that we have had in the club this 
year, we really need help on the board. We 
currently have Kurt Johnston running for president, 
Danny Corman for vice-president, Suze Glesky for 
secretary and Tim Brady for Treasurer. Please let 
Paul know of your interest so he can put you on the 
ballot! Let's have us a real election for a change! 

http://www.horseandpetexpo.com/lancaster/index.html�


The ACLC Schedule 
 

November 20th 

Greg Niedzielski 
An Introduction to Egg 
Laying Toothed Carps 

 

 
 

Schedule for 2010 
Greg Niedzielski has been keeping tropical fish for longer than he 
cares to admit.  He is a member of the American Kiliifish 
Association and is currently an A.K.A. Senior Judge as well as a 
Technical Editor for the Journal of the American Killifish 
Association.  Greg is the author of many articles on killifish, 
including one which was published in Tropical Fish Hobbyist 
magazine.  While concentrating mainly on killies, he has kept and 
bred many fish including Discus and Cardinal Tetras, and lives in 
Buffalo with his wife, two beautiful daughters and a retired 
Greyhound.  

 

December 11 
***SATURDAY*** 
ACLC Xmas Party 

Details in the December Tank Tales 

 

Schedule for 2011 

January 15 
Rachel O'Leary 

Invertebrates 

February 19 
George Richter 

Collecting in the Peruvian Amazon 

March 15 
Frank Cowherd 

Culturing Live Foods 

April 
Date and Program TBD 

May 21 
Sarah Roberts 

The Fishes of Lake Tanganyika 

More great programs to be announced! 

 



The ACLC is now a member of the 

International Guppy Education and Exhibition Society 
A non-profit global society of guppy breeders dedicated to guppy education, experimentation and exhibition 

And you can join too - FOR FREE! 

Founded in 2008, the International Guppy Education and Exhibition Society provides guppy breeders and 
hobbyists world wide the opportunity to share information and to learn about guppy genetics and biology. 
We encourage breeders to be creative in their breeding endeavors and to conduct and document 
experimental crosses between established strains with the aim of developing a better understanding of 
guppy genetics. The IGEES promotes the formation of local and virtual guppy groups and encourage 
breeders to exhibit their guppies to promote and extend the hobby. 

Take a moment to go to the IGEES website at http://www.igees.org/ 

Click on Join IGEES and look for the special membership for members of the ACLC! 

************************************************************************************* 

‘Net News 
 
The ACLC Website is really growing!  Back in May I made 
the statement that I would like to get 100 registered users and 
we now have 119!  I also wanted to get to 300 fans on our 
Facebook page and we have 317!  Great Job in promoting the 
club!  We past the 1000 post mark on the Forum but, more 
than half of those posts are by 4 club members.  I know that 
the club has more than 4 people with the ability to type and 
the knowledge that people are looking for.  Please take a few 
minutes to get on the forum, post a message and join in the fun.  

 We will be looking for you! 

Go to http://www.aclcpa.org today and register! 

 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Often times, I make announcements on other clubs' activities that I get through the 
exchanges via the ACLC Forum and the Facebook page - it is the best way to get information out there on 
short notice. So make sure you don't miss out on other great fishy activities in the area! Sign up today! 

http://www.igees.org/�
http://www.aclcpa.org/�


Platy Variatus 
BAP Report by Michael Steffen AKA Twisted Fisher 

I acquired a few of the “Sunset” variety of this 
species in early May while fish shop hopping with 
my father. The time spent with him would have 
sufficed but to find a few gems to bring home that 
day put it over the top for me. I purchased 1 male 
and 2 females with the females being prehit and 
before long I knew I would have fry. 

The platy variatus hails from the southern 
Tamaulipas and northern Veracruz states in 
northeastern Mexico. This species has an invasive 
problem in Florida and Montana as well as a few 
other countries of the world including Colombia, 
Singapore, and Hong Kong. Hong Kong reports a 
large negative impact on their native species due to 
the prodigious breeding of these fish. They are 
omnivorous with its diet including both plants and 
small crustaceans, insects, and annelid worms in the 
wild. In tank settings they will accept most any 
prepared or live foods small enough to fit into their 
mouths. These fish will inhabit almost any slow 
moving canals, ditches, and warm springs that they 
are released into and therefore can become  invasive 
very quickly. 

The fish were maintained in a 10 gallon tank with a 
few assorted other livebearers and my ghost shrimp. 
The tank is fully planted with a dual sponge filter 
and a composite substrate consisting of a peat moss 
layer covered by a sand layer topped with a small 
gravel layer. This tank also boasts a 3 dimensional 
back ground that I crafted a while back from 
styrofoam and dry lock paint, but more on that in 
another article in the future. 

The chemical levels of this tank are 0 ammonia, 0 
nitrates, and 0 nitrites with a  ph of 7.6 and a 
hardness of very hard by the jungle test strip. 1 
teaspoon of salt is added per 5 gallons of water and 
upon water changes it is replaced at the same 
proportions.  Nothing overly special was done to 
maintain these fish as they are one of the best and 
most forgiving fish on the market. 

I started noticing that the gravid spot was getting 
large on the one female and decided that the 
following day I would go thru the arduous task of 
catching a fish in a  fully planted tank. Well to my 
shock the next morning I didn’t have to catch 
anything since she had given birth that morning 
before I got to the tank and there were little platys 

all over the tank. I am not one to leave livebearer 
fry in the tank with their parents due to the high 
protein snack factor that the fry often become. But 
trying to chase these tiny fish in a tightly planted 
tank was turning into a nightmare and after 30 mins 
of chasing them and tearing almost every plant 
loose I decided to let the chips fall where they lay 
and I'll get the next batch. At this point I had given 
up on having any fry from the first birthing but with 
the platy's ability to store sperm I knew that even if 
the male didn’t get his job done I would have more 
fry in 4-5 weeks. Plus I also had the backup plan of 
the second female who was not quite ready to pop.  

In the next few days I spent some time in front of 
the tank and noticed some fry hiding in the plants 
and sneaking out to grab a flake every now and 
then. This thrilled me with delight and I also noticed 
that the adults I had were hanging at the top of the 
tank more and more. Over the next few days I lost 
the 3 that I purchased from the big box pet store but 
still had the fry. Slowly but surely they started 
venturing out and I could count them and saw that I 
had 8 little perfectly clear fry.  Over the next month 
or 6 weeks they started developing their colors and 
man o days the color from the fry eating high 
quality food vs. their parents was astonishing. The 
fry had bright clear colors ranging from yellow on 
the dorsal thru orange to red to green on their 
stomach. They were really becoming a sight to see 
and a true gem in my fish room. For some unknown 
reason I lost 1 during week 8 and another during 
week 10. I now believe the ones I lost to be males 
since the ones I have left are now pushing the 5 
month age and seems to be 5 females and 1 male. I 
think that the strongest male nipped the fins of the 
other 2 males to take dominance and they didn’t fair 
too well in the fighting. 

In conclusion these fish are great fish to keep and 
have a dog like personality. They are always happy 
to see you come to the tank and even happier after 
you toss in some food. Highly colored and energetic 
are some more descriptive words for these little 
jewels. Personally I usually have a nicely planted 
livebearer tank and often spend many restful hours 
in front of it. 

So till you peek behind my shell to see me again I 
bid you happy fish keeping. 



 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award Report 
 

Active Members Point Totals 
 

F. Wayne Calender Breeder 
Wayne Calender .......................... 1533 pts 

Grand Master Breeder 
Paul Bricknell ............................. 1291 pts 
David Stephon ............................. 1119 pts 
Pedro Sanchez ............................. 1050 pts 

Master Breeder (None) 
Expert Breeder  

Bob Kulesa* .................................. 786 pts 

Advanced Breeder(None) 
3 Star Breeder  

Bev Newcomer .............................. 330 pts 

2 Star Breeder 
Michael Schrom* .......................... 245 pts 
Mike Steffen ................................... 192 pts 

1 Star Breeder 
Tom Cavallaro* ............................ 200 pts 
Pat Kelly*...................................... 165 pts 
Jay Stephan ................................... 144 pts 
Glenn Davies* ............................... 120 pts 
Joel Antkowiak ................................ 92 pts 
Daniel Sanchez................................ 90 pts 
Dave Frehafer ................................. 90 pts 
Scott Shenk ...................................... 70 pts 
Kurt Johnston .................................. 55 pts 

Other Participants 
Lonny Langione .............................. 35 pts 
Danny Corman ................................ 20 pts 
Matt Shaffer .................................... 16 pts 
Ashley Antkowiak ............................ 14 pts 
Chris Kendig ..................................... 5 pts 
Tara Miller ........................................ 5 pts 
 

*Breeder has enough points for next higher class 
award but needs to complete more classes for 
award. 

 

Specialist Breeder Awards Report 
Being a new award program, no member has 
qualified for any of the specialist awards.  Several 
members have completed the number of species 
required for awards but need to complete one or 
more of the other requirements for an award.   

Class 1 – Livebearers  
Paul Bricknell Wayne Calender 
Bob Kulesa Pedro Sanchez 
Michael Schrom David Stephon 

Class 2 – Catfish  
Wayne Callender Bob Kulesa 
Bev Newcomer 

Class 3 – Barbs & Minnows 
David Stephon 

Class 4 – Characins  
Wayne Calender David Stephon 

Class 5 – Killifish  
Paul Bricknell Wayne Calender 
Pedro Sanchez Bob Kulesa 

Class 7 – New World Cichlids  
Bob Kulesa Pedro Sanchez 
David Stephon Bev Newcomer 

Class 8 – Old World Cichlids 
Bob Kulesa 

Class 11 – Other Aquatic Animals 
Mike Steffen 

Class 12 – U. S. Native Species  
Wayne Calender 

 

 
 2010 Breeder of the Year Points 

 
Mike Steffen .................................................. 192 points 
Jay Stephan ................................................... 144 points 
Joel Antkowiak ............................................... 92 points 
Bev Newcomer ............................................... 90 points 
Paul Bricknell .................................................. 80 points 
Bob Kulesa ....................................................... 25 points 
Danny Corman ................................................ 20 points 
Matt Shaffer ..................................................... 16 points 
Ashley Antkowiak ......................................... 14 points 
Wayne Calender ............................................. 13 points 
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SELECT 
PERFECTO 
TANKS 
20H, 20L, 29, 37,  
55 & 75 gallon

Valid 11/1-12/31, 2010 at That Fish Place retail store on listed in-stock items only 
while supplies last. 37 gal. only available in black. $1 per gallon pricing does not 
include tax. Limit 1 tank per size and color per customer. Not valid with sale items, 
other offers or prior purchases. Valid on items 212238, 211925, 212180, 212176, 
212191, 212198, 238821, 212232, 211995, 211967 & 211806.

Available in oak or black 

SELECT TANKS  
SOLD AT COST
You pay what we pay!

$1
per gallon

Look for  

our upcoming  

Holiday Season Sale!

Select Perfecto  
Pine Majesty Stands

30
Save Up To

reg. price

Many other select 
aquariums & stands
(hoods, lights & tops not included 
in sale price)

20
Save Up To

reg. price

All offers valid while supplies last

Available in four  
fun styles!THAT FISH PLACE T-SHIRTS

$14.99
$17.99

School Shark

Stress Blows

Front

Back

Over 160 items at fantastic prices!Over 160 i

�
��
�

anything less wouldn’t be

Many varieties  

available for 

both aquariums 

& terrariums

p

M
a
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Frag U

Back

Front

Just Glue It

Sleeve

Front
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Perfect 
for Any Pet 

Lover!Front
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HUGE SAVINGS FROM MARINELAND

Penguin 
Bio-Wheel 
Filters

52
Save Up To

reg. price

Emperor Power Filters

39
Save Up To

reg. price

Sales valid 11/1-11/24/2010  
on in-stock items only.   

Specials valid with your Pet Rewards Instant Savings Card.  
Don’t have a card? Sign up today for FREE in our retail store!

C-Series  
Canister 
Filters

$80
Save Up To

reg. price



 
 

 
SSuunnddaayy,,  FFeebbrruuaarryy  2200,,  22001111  

CChhiiccooppeeee  EEllkkss  HHaallll  
443311  GGrraannbbyy  RRooaadd,,  CChhiiccooppeeee,,  MMAA    0011001133  

  

AAuuccttiioonn  ssttaarrttss  aatt  1111::0000  AAMM  
DDoooorrss  ooppeenn  aatt  99::3300  ffoorr  vviieewwiinngg  aanndd  

vveennddoorr  rreeggiissttrraattiioonn..  
  

FFrreeee  AAddmmiissssiioonn--EEvveerryyoonnee  iiss  wweellccoommee!!  

Giant Auction of Live Tropical Fish, Aquatic Plants, & Dry Goods 
 

Door Prizes!! Raffle Prizes!! 50/50 Cash Raffle!! 
 

Food & Refreshments Available From our Kitchen 
Free Coffee 

 
Bring the Whole Family and Enjoy 

The Day with New and Old Friends! 

DIRECTIONS TO CHICOPEE ELKS HALL 
 
From I-91 north or south:  take Exit 12 to I-391 north;  go 1 mile to Exit 3, take a right on to Granby Road;  
go straight thru lights and up hill, Elks Hall is 1 mile on your right. 
 
From I-90 east & west:  take Exit 5 Chicopee;  bear left after toll booth to Montgomery Street, take a right 
on to Montgomery Street and stay in left lane;  take a left at lights on to Granby Road;  Elks Hall is 1-1/4 
mile on your left. 
 
For more information contact: Martha Morris: martha_morris@hotmail.com 

or, Linda Giza: pvaslinda@hotmail.com 

 



Dispelling Myths About African Cichlids 
by Jay Stephan  
I started out as a hobbyist and wound up as an 
internet retailer of these fine fish. Their colors and 
relative easy care lead me to them. I had tried 
marine fish but found that I could not keep them 
due to the copper in my home’s pipes. Over the 
years, I have learned a great deal about these fish 
and I am writing this article to help dispel some of 
the common myths, or errors I have heard about 
them 

Often I hear that African cichlids are too aggressive, 
but their aggressiveness is only relative to what type 
of fish you want to keep. It is true that they are too 
aggressive for livebearers, and some other types of 
fresh water fish. However, it is not true that they are 
all very aggressive. I have found that African 
cichlids tend to have three aggression levels: 1) 
peaceful, 2) mildly aggressive, and 3) aggressive. In 
general, peaceful and mildly aggressive African 
cichlids can normally be mixed together, and mildly 
aggressive and aggressive cichlids can be mixed 
together. Just don’t try to mix the two extremes; 
peaceful African cichlids with aggressive ones. In 
addition, the largest groups of these fish tend to be 
mildly aggressive, making for some very colorful, 
and interesting community tank mixes.  

Another myth I often hear about these fish is that 
you can only keep them with species from the same 
lake. This is not true. Lake Malawi and Lake 
Victoria cichlids mix well together. Some Lake 
Tanganyika cichlids can also be mixed with Lake 
Malawi, and Lake Victoria Cichlids. Again, this 
lends to some very colorful, and interesting 
community tank choices. On my web site 
(www.cichlidsarespecial.com) under the advice 
heading, you can find a compatibility chart for the 
various types of these fish.  You will also find that 
not all Africans can be mixed together. Two rather 
difficult groups are the large aggressive predators, 
like Benthochromis, which is best kept by itself, or 
in mated pairs, and Lake Tanganyika cichlids 
requiring very high PH, such as Altolamprologus.  

Most fish, including African cichlids, will become 
more aggressive during spawning. The key to 
controlling this problem is to either have all male 
tanks, or be sure to have plenty of hiding places.  
Most African cichlids are mouth brooders. When 

spawning occurs the female will hold the eggs in 
her mouth until they hatch. When a female is 
holding, she can be more vulnerable to aggression 
from other tank mates. Watch closely for this 
problem and if it occurs move her to a safer tank. In 
most cases this is not necessary if you have enough 
hiding places. When the mother’s mouth turns 
black, she is near full term, and will need to be 
moved to a safer tank, with no other tank mates, in 
order to spit her fry. Once a mother spits her fry, 
she will be very hungry, and needs to be fed well. 
On a rare occasion a hungry mother may eat her fry 
if she does not get food quickly. In most cases 
cichlid mothers will guard their fry, and may even 
scoop them back up into their mouths if the fry are 
threatened. Mothers usually need two to three days 
of extra feeding in order to gain strength before 
returning them to their original tank and mate. Fry 
will need to be kept separate in a smaller tank until 
they are large enough to be placed in a community 
tank.  

If you think this is aggressive behavior, remember 
what I said earlier about it being relative. If you 
really want to see aggressive spawning behavior, all 
you need to do is keep most new world cichlids. 
When these fish spawn, the mothers will guard their 
eggs and fry to the detriment of all other tank mates. 
They will often kill off other tank mates, including 
their male mate, if there is not enough places for 
other fish to hide away from the nest. Frequently, 
all other tank mates need to be removed from the 
tank, until the fry are grown to sub-adult stage. 

Many people are afraid of keeping Lake Victoria 
cichlids; however, these cichlids can handle a larger 
range of pH and water conditions than most other 
African cichlids, making them the easiest group of 
African cichlids to keep. This is partly because of 
the poor conditions of their native home. Lake 
Victoria is very polluted, full of algae, and Nile 
perch were added as a food source for the poor 
people in the area. Nile Perch are a large predatory 
fish, and they have destroyed a large amount of the 
native fish. As a result, many Victorian cichlids are 
considered endangered, or extinct, in the wild.   

Lake Victoria cichlids tend to be slightly less 
aggressive than fish from the other two lakes. 



Peaceful Lake Victoria cichlids should only be 
mixed with peaceful, or mildly aggressive cichlids 
from the other two lakes. Mildly aggressive cichlids 
from Lake Victoria mix best with mildly aggressive 
cichlids, and peaceful cichlids, from the other two 
lakes. Aggressive cichlids from Lake Victoria mix 
best with mildly aggressive cichlids from Lake 
Malawi and Lake Tanganyika. They may be too 
aggressive for peaceful African cichlids, especially 
in a small tank. They also tend to get too aggressive 
with other large aggressive fish, and wind up being 
wiped out.  

In my opinion, the most colorful African cichlid 
community tank can be made from choices of 
peaceful and mildly aggressive species from all 
three lakes. Many Lake Malawi and Lake Victoria 
cichlids with this aggression level can be mixed 
together. Some Lake Tanganyika (frontosa, 
Neolamprologus sp., and a few Julidochromis sp.) 
can also be mixed in to round out this type tank, if 
desired.  On the other hand, some Lake Tanganyika 
cichlids require a very high pH, making them a 
difficult match with other African cichlids from the 
other two lakes. 

The keys to keeping most African cichlids in a 
community tank are: 1) good water quality, 2) 
plenty of hiding places, 3) 7.8 to 8.0 pH, 4) 78 to 80 
F, 5) mildly hard to hard water, and 6) a good 
quality food.  Good water conditions can be handled 
by weekly water changes of 10 to 15%, and an 
occasional larger water change. Hiding places can 
be made of rock, fake plastic rock, pvc pipe, clay 
pots, etc. pH can be achieved by using African 
cichlid stones, coral reef stones, and/or buffer. The 
best buffer I have found for these fish is Lake 
Malawi and Lake Victoria Buffer. You can also use 
Marine Water 8.0 buffer if needed. African cichlid 
salt in small amounts can be used to help color, and 
to maintain pH as well. The best food for African 
cichlids, in my opinion, is New Life Spectrum 
Cichlid Formula in the small pellets. This food can 
be used for fish from 1” to 14”. Beware, however, 
of brine shrimp in a flake, powder, or pellet form. 
This type food has too much protein for African 
cichlids, and can cause bloat, and death. If you 
choose to feed brine shrimp, I recommend only 
feeding it in the live form, and only occasionally.     

 

  

       
      by Ashley Antkowiak, age 9 
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A Look At Power Consumption in the Fishroom 
by Shawn Kopinski, AKA DragonKeeper 

Recently I have been getting more and more 
questions relating to power consumption in the fish 
room, many of which pertain to cutting power costs 
related to tank upkeep and maintenance. I had 
previously written an article pertaining to this but 
due to the recent influx of questions I determined it 
was time to update and expand on my initial article. 

First, I would like to share a little of my background 
with you. I have been active in the hobby for about 
4 years now and am currently keeping mostly 
African Rift Lake cichlids from Lake Malawi and 
Lake Tanganyika. I have a degree in Electrical 
Engineering Technologies and currently work for 
the world’s largest telecommunications provider. 
Electricity, electronics, and how it all works have 
always fascinated me. The combination of my 
interest in electricity and my enjoyment of fish that 
require heat, filtration, and lighting made me really 
start to think about the power needs of our hobby.  
I, like many of you, thoroughly enjoy my fish but 
don’t want to spend a fortune in electricity bills to 
keep them. Because of this I would like to share 
some information that may be helpful in 
maintaining a budget while keeping fish. 

Let’s start off with a few electricity basics you may 
already know.  A watt is a standard unit of 
measuring power. A kilowatt (kW) is 1000 watts, 
and the kilowatt hour (kWh) is the unit which your 
power provider measures your electricity 
consumption. As an example a 1000 watt heater 
operating for 1 hour uses 1kWh. The cost per kWh 
varies wildly throughout the year and across the 
country. I know that where I live Commonwealth 
Edison charges $.08275 per kWh. You can find 
your own cost per kWh your electric bill.  

Every electrical device that we purchase comes with 
either a wattage rating or an amperage rating (I will 
discuss amps later) and once we have this 
information we can easily calculate the estimated 
cost of running any electrical device. You can find 
these ratings on either a sticker on the device or 
molded into the housing of the device. You can 
usually find the rating near where the cord enters 
the housing. All electronic devices have this as it is 
required by federal law.  

Now that you have found the wattage rating of your 
device, there is a simple formula for calculating 
what that device costs per month. There are a few 
things to keep in mind here though when using this 
information to budget your fish room: 1) this 
formula calculates cost of running an appliance 24/7 
for 30 days and not all of our aquarium equipment 
runs all day and night. 2) this formula is not 100% 
accurate as there are many variables that can have 
an effect on the actual amount of power that the 
appliance is drawing.  As I said, this formula is not 
exact but it will give you a good estimate of what 
each device is costing. 

The formula is as follows:  

Operating Cost = Wattage/1000  X cost per kWh 
X 24 hrs/day X 30 days/month.  

As an example I looked up the wattage rating of an 
AC110 hang on the back (HOB) filter. It uses 14 
watts per hour of continuous use. So using the 
formula we get 14/1000 X 0.08275 X 24hrs X 
30days = $0.83412. That’s about $.83 per month to 
run an AC110 which is pretty cheap considering the 
filtration abilities behind this filter. To give you 
some other real world examples I looked at a heater 
and some lighting that you may use in your fish 
room. A 300 W heater comes out to be about $17.87 
a month and that is if it stayed on 24/7, which we all 
know they don't. Some 48in light bulbs run about 
32 watts each. That comes out to $1.90 a month if 
they are on 24/7. If your device doesn’t give you a 
wattage rating, but instead gives you an Amperage 
(amp) rating you can figure out the number of watts 
by multiplying the amps times 110 V which is your 
average voltage from the power company. So if a 
pump gives you an amp rating of 0.4, you multiply 
that times 110 V. So 0.4 X 110 = 44 watts / 1000 X 
0.08275 X 24 X 30 gives you a total cost of 
$2.62152 per month for this device. Using these 
simple formulas you can figure out the average 
monthly cost of any electrical device in your fish 
room. Now, the wattage ratings listed on devices are 
most likely an average in prime conditions, as 
variables (such as the amount of muck in your 
filter) change then so can the amount of electricity 
your device draws. If you are curious as to the 
actual wattage that a certain device is using there 



   

are wattage meters available on the internet for 
under $20. They are pretty accurate and will give 
you a good idea of what your devices are actually 
consuming. 

Armed with this knowledge, let’s look at how we 
can possibly save some money in our fish rooms. 
As many of us know heating our tanks makes up the 
majority of our expenses in the fish room.  Let us 
look at a couple of different ways we heat the tanks 
in our fish rooms. One way is to heat the tanks 
individually; while not the most efficient method it 
does have its advantages. Another way to heat our 
tanks is to heat the room as a whole.  This is a much 
more efficient way of heating because air requires 
less energy to heat than water. Insulating our fish 
rooms using a high R value insulation and a vapor 
barrier will also help to keep the heat in the room.  
The higher the R value the better the insulation is at 
keeping the heat inside the room and which requires 
the heater to work less thus increasing the efficiency 
of our fish room. Once the room starts to warm up 
the water will follow and the insulation will help 
keep the temperature up and stable. If you are 
unable to heat the room your tanks are in you can 
individually insulate the tanks. Using extruded 
Styrofoam insulation you can cut and attach it to the 
outside of your tanks. While not quite as effective 
as insulating and heating the room, it will help keep 
your tank heaters from working so hard. With 
typical submersible heaters water circulation plays a 
part in how warm and how stable the temperature is 
in your tanks. I like to place all my heaters near the 
outflow of a filter. This way the water is warmed 
and then carried throughout the tank.  

Filtration is another major electricity expense in our 
hobby. Having multiple tanks myself I have found 
that using air driven sponge filters is much more 
economical than using multiple HOB and canister 
filters. The reason being that air is easier to move 
than water. The air driven sponges don’t move as 
much water as say a HOB filter, but they do move a 
fair amount. I have two air pumps that drive 22 
sponges in 14 tanks. These two pumps require 
53watts per hour at a cost of $3.15 per month. I can 
only use 3 AC110 filters for that wattage and it 
won’t even come close to servicing all of my tanks. 
So as you can see the air driven sponges are an 
economical and effective way of filtering the water 
in your tanks.  

Lighting is another major expense in the fish room. 
What I have found with lighting is that I only use it 
if I am working on the tank. Most of the fish we 
keep do not require a whole lot of lighting to make 
it through their day. Tank lighting is more for our 
benefit than for the fishes. In my fish room I have 
all of my tank lights on timers. My breeder tanks 
are on one timer and my show tanks are on their 
own timer. In my breeding area only one tank has a 
light that comes on during the day the rest are off 
until I need them. I keep one light on from the time 
I get up to the time I go to bed. This gives the fish 
some sort of daylight cycle to get accustomed to. 
My show tanks are only on during the day and only 
when I am home. Lighting is more of a personal 
preference than a need unless you have planted or 
saltwater tanks.  

Power consumption may not be a primary concern 
for some fish keepers but I think you will agree that 
saving money and decreasing electricity use is a 
good thing. I hope that the information I have 
shared will help you to make your fish room a little 
more budget friendly. Spending less money 
maintaining our hobby frees up resources that can 
be used for other important things…like buying 
more tanks! 

If you have any additional questions feel free to 
contact me at DragonKeeper1@me.com and I will 
gladly discuss your situation with you. 

EDITOR'S NOTES: It is more efficient to place a 
heater near the inlet of an HOB or canister filter 
than at the outflow area. The bacteria in your filter 
will agree! 
Lighting may be more important than many people 
realize when it comes to getting your fish to spawn. 
Many species exhibit photoperiodism whereby they 
spawn seasonally, depending on the length of the 
day. So be sure you have no "seasonal" species that 
you want to breed before turning out all those 
power hungry lights! 
Here's another way to lower the bill - keep species 
that don't require heat at all. Many species of 
killifish, livebearers, cyprinids and South American 
cichlids actually like a cool period (6o F or below) 
during the year. If you have a basement fishroom, 
try some of these fishes. 

mailto:DragonKeeper1@me.com�


The Aquarium Club of Lancaster County will be participating in the CARES program starting in December 
2010.  We will have more details on our website and at the January 2011 meeting.  
  -Kurt 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The Aquarium Hobby C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program 

 

www.CARESPreservation.com 
C.A.R.E.S. was built on the principle of allowing *everyone,* whether they are a beginner or advanced hobbyist, to 
be given a chance to play a role, be a part, and feel as if they are making a difference in the positive future of at 
risk fishes.   

In recent years, conservationists and scientists have come to realize that captive maintenance and breeding of 
species at risk, both within the country of origin and outside of the country of origin, has become the quintessential 
answer for both short-term and long-term preservation goals.  This has been successfully undertaken by 
aquariums and zoos; however, these facilities lack the necessary space and staff to come to the aid of all of the 
species in need of immediate help.  It became apparent that this is a role in which we as hobbyists, with our 
combined total of thousands of tanks and shared experiences, can make a significant difference. 

To their great misfortune, and ours, the reality is that if we are not to dedicate our tanks to these fishes *now*, and 
form the base stock of a reliable source of established at-risk species within the aquarium hobby, many of these 
fishes will become extinct, as, sadly, have over 400 species of cichlids of Lake Victoria, with numerous species of 
Madagascar following (too) closely behind. 

The C.A.R.E.S. goal is to distribute these species nationally, and globally, within our tanks to save them from 
extinction due to the destruction of their natural habitats.  When they are gone from the wild, scientists will have 
our hobby stock as a resource for research, and we, and our successors, will have them to appreciate, as we would 
have those 400 species of Lake Victorian cichlids had we acted sooner. Those fishes are gone...never to be seen 
again but in photographs.  If we act together, now, this reality will not come to those species that remain. 

Claudia 

Claudia Dickinson 
C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program Coordinator 
Claudia@CARESPreservation.com 

Thank you for your invaluable contribution  
towards preserving our fishes for generations to come!!! 

************************ 
The C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program is about our fishes, and it is about people.   

We are one team, working together.  Please, clear a tank ~ save a fish! 
Because of you, we are making a difference! 

http://www.carespreservation.com/�


CHRISTMAS IS COMING!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREAT NEW ITEMS 
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The ACLC Store 

at 
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Culturing Live Food Part 3: 
Scuds and Hatching Brine Shrimp 
by Michael Steffen AKA Twisted Fisher 

In the first two installments we have covered dish 
worms and the wet cultures of daphnia / moina / 
green water / microfex worms. In this installment 
we will be covering more wet cultures, including 
scuds and  brine shrimp.  

Brine shrimp are perhaps one of the first live foods 
that were cultured on a regular basis for hobby fish. 
They can be cultured in a container as small as a 
finger bowl or in a set up as large as a  75,000 
gallon pond. The principles are all the same its just 
the size of the culture that’s different. 

Brine shrimp, AKA sea monkeys - yes ladies and 
gentlemen I said sea monkeys, are 
also known as Artemia. Now I know 
we all had sea monkeys when we 
were kids and they were fun. If you 
didn’t have them, check with the 
older members of your local club and 
they can give you the full scoop on 
them from the 60’s to present. 
Remarkably, these little gems do not 
exist in the sea nor are they in the 
same family as monkeys. But they do 
exist in inland salt lakes like the Great 
Salt Lake in Utah.  

These little shrimp reproduce 
prodigious amounts of eggs for their 
size and the eggs can be purchased in different 
hatch rates from 65% to 95%. And of course the 
price depends on the hatch rate and so on and so 
forth. I will not get into prices nor will I cover 
where to acquire these eggs. I will only say this, 
they can be found relatively easily either online or 
from local fish stores. Eggs come in a dried form 
and can be stored in air tight containers for a long 
time. Brine shrimp eggs are metabolically inactive 
and can remain totally inert for up to 2 years in a 
dry, oxygen controlled container. Tests have been 
done with these eggs where some were hatchable 
even after being frozen and others even after being 
boiled for up to 2 hours. To say that the eggs are 
tough would be an understatement.  Now once these 
eggs hit a mild salt water it’s a whole different story 
with them hatching within a few hours. The fresh 

hatched brine shrimp are called nauplii or larvae 
and are less then 0.5 mm in length. This is often a 
great first food for a lot of fry and small mouthed 
fish like bettas or celestial pearl danios. Some fish 
like seahorses are fed brine shrimp throughout their 
lives as a staple food. The total life cycle for them is 
about a year with some living as long as 16 months. 
At mature size they measure only about a 
centimeter on average. Brine shrimp reach their 
sexual maturity in around 6-8 weeks and can then 
be bred if you so desire in the home aquarium. Due 
to the ease of getting eggs and their low cost I will 
not go into this here. 

Now that we have eggs, what do we 
do with them? Well since our fish 
don’t eat omelets and since we don’t 
want to even think about cracking 
these little suckers I guess we've got 
to hatch them out! There are many 
commercially sold hatcheries and 
even more for the home hobbyist but 
I personally like the ones made from 
2 liter soda bottles and a good ole air 
pump. Firstly its cheap / free and 
secondly cause its recycling and a 
good turn for the Earth.  There are a 
few good tutorials on how to make 
them online but I'll give mine a quick 

run through here for you. I take 2, 2 liter soda 
bottles and cut one just below the taper and the 
other about 5 inches up from the bottom. I then 
make sure the one that I cut the bottom off of has 
the cap seated tightly and I drill a ¼” hole in the 
center of the cap. I then affix an air line to the cap 
with aquarium safe silicone and route it out through 
a hole in the right side up bottle and connect an air 
control valve.  See figure 1 for the completed bottle 
style hatchery. Notice that I put green water in mine 
so you can see the different sections of the bottles 
and the bubbles from the air pump. 

For batch hatching the following is done. I mix 10 
teaspoons of aquarium salt to 1 gallon of aged water 
to make the basic “brine” solution to hatch the eggs 
in. I fill my inverted bottle to about 1” from the top 



with the brine solution and then add about a 
teaspoon of eggs to the mix. After I add them I turn 
the air on to a slow but steady flow of about 2-3 
bubbles per second.   I leave my eggs for a full 48 
hours to hatch and keep them at room temperature 
during the hatching stage.   

Harvesting is easy so long as you follow a few easy 
steps. First, turn off the air and allow your fresh 
hatched shrimp to settle for 30 mins to an hour. 
During this time the culture should be placed in a 
dark area so that the brine shrimp will collect to the 
lower levels of the cylinder. Upon the waiting 
period when you reproach take a flash light and 
place it beside the hatchery. Now as you watch you 
will see the brine shrimp collecting on the side of 
the light and the egg casings floating on top of the 
water. The best way that I've found to remove these 
egg casings is to use a brine shrimp net and skim 
the top most layers of water to remove them. It is 
easy to then run water backwards thru the net and 
wash them down the sink. Now that the brine 
shrimp have collected on the one side of the 
hatchery and you have removed the cyst casings it 
is time to get your fish its tasty treat out of the salt 
water. A lot of fish keepers salt their tanks and just 
as many do not. So if you salt you may not mind a 
bit of the salt getting into your tank through the 
feeding of brine shrimp, but if you do not here is a 
way to remove the salt prior to feeding them. I use a 
turkey baster to suction batches of the brine shrimp 
and then shoot them into my brine shrimp net while 
its over the sink and catch the shrimp while the salt 
water goes through it and away to the sewage. The 
shrimp can then be rinsed with fresh water to 
remove any residual salt that is remaining on them. 
The net can then be swished in the desired tank to 
feed the fish.  

There is a new product or two that are worth noting 
on the topic of brine shrimp. The first is 
decapsulated brine shrimp eggs. These are non 
hatching brine shrimp eggs that have had the cysts 
removed and are ready to feed right away without 
the whole process. These are good first foods and 
have made the rearing of fry a lot easier for the 
beginning hobbyist. The second product is 
encapsulated hatching eggs. I have no personal 
experience with the second item but as I said it is 
worth noting. 

The second food we are going to cover in this 
installment is scuds. Scuds, commonly known as 

gammarus or amphipods, are a  larger food for 
medium to large fish. These small crustaceans can 
reach a maximum size of 13 inches. Now those are 
not the ones we will be discussing about raising for 
fish food unless you have a monster fish. So back to 
the usable for the rest of us. The typical type that 
are available in the hobby max out around 1 
centimeter and reproduce with relative ease.  Scuds 
are best described as shrimp like creatures that lives 
on decaying plant material that can tolerate any 
home aquarium temps that we will throw at it and 
will thrive in most any water condition. There are 
fresh and saltwater varieties of scuds and in this 
article we will cover the culturing of the fresh water 
variety.  

Scuds can be cultured in any 
container but it is best to use 
something that can be 
controlled and I prefer 5.5 
gallon tanks or larger for my 
culture containers.  I set up 
my culture containers as 
follows; I place 2-4 layers 
of leaves on the bottom of the culturing container 
including leaves from trees avoiding oak leaves due 
to the tannins and higher acidity in them. I prefer to 
use beech leaves or fruit tree leaves when they can 
be acquired. The tank does not have to be heated 
and can be kept at room temperate with great 
success.  I then add my starter culture of scuds to 
this tank with a slow flow open air line in it quite 
the same way as in culturing daphnia.  The scuds 
feed on the decaying leaves and in turn reproduce 
sexually and within 4 weeks you should be ready to 
start harvesting them for your fish. Harvesting can 
be done a few ways but the easiest that I have found 
is to place a piece of nylon widow screen in the tank 
and remove it once daily and clean the scuds off of 
it that have moved onto it over the past day.  Water 
changes can be done with a slow siphon from time 
to time and leaves should be added as they are 
consumed. Some hobbyist even feed their scuds 
with algae wafers instead of leaves but I live in the 
woods and there are trees all around so why spend 
money. 

So this covers two more great live foods that our 
fish will thank us for with their little smiling faces 
and the happy little tail wiggles.   

As always until I peek from behind my shell I bid 
you Happy Fish keeping  



 
Rules for the 36th Annual Convention Logo Contest 

The Deadline for submission is 11:59pm November 25, 2010!! 

The Logo you design should incorporate this year’s theme, “100 Years of Advances in the 
Hobby” into a fishy design, representative of a Tropical Fish Convention.  It does not have to 
include the dates of the convention (March 25-27, 2011) nor the fact that this will be the 36th 
convention, but you may include this information in the design if you wish. 

1. Artist must be a member of an NEC club.  
2. Entry must be original artwork.  (Never used before)  
3. Entry must be submitted by the artist.  Please send a non-signed copy.  Your signature 

can be added after the voting, or you may send a signed copy in addition if you prefer.  
4. The design should follow the theme of this year’s banquet, “100 Years of Advances in 

the Hobby.”  
5. Please submit a color version. Four color maximum please.  Black outlining, if used, also 

counts as one color.  Please avoid shading as it will not reproduce as you intend it to on 
the T-shirts.  

The winning logo will be decided by popular vote through the NEC Convention Website 
December 1-15, 2010.  It will appear on the website, the cover of the annual convention 
program, the registration flier, on the convention T-shirts, and may be used in any or all NEC 
convention publicity.  Part or all of the logo may be used on the registration button and it may be 
modified to fit the button. 
 
Note that the artist may recommend a color for the t-shirt, but the final color may be decided by 
the NEC Convention Committee. 
 
The winner will receive a free registration for the 36th Annual Convention, a free convention T-
shirt and a free banquet ticket (all non-transferable). 
 
The deadline is 11:59 p.m. November 25, 2010.  All entries must be received via email by 
Doug Patac, dpatac@gmail.com, by this date/time and the subject of the email must be 
“NEC Logo Entry.”  You will receive a reply stating that your entry was received – if you 
do not receive a reply, it is your responsibility to send the email again and call 802 753-7269 
within the next 24 hours to ensure it was received.  Late entries can NOT be accepted.   
 
Please email dbanks@together.net or call with questions (802) 372-8716.  Good Luck to All!!  
 

NEC Convention: March 25-27, 2011 
Start planning to attend now! Here are some of the confirmed speakers thus far: 

Wolfgang Staeck - Angelfish and Dwarf South AmericanCichlids 
Ad Konings - Rift Lake Cichlids 

Eric Bodrock - Breeding Oddball Catfishes 
Andy Rhine - The Cutting Edge of Marine Aquaculture 

Mike Hellweg and Ted Judy - TFH Breeder's Competition 

mailto:dbanks@together.net�
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PISCATORIAL PEARLS 
A Review by Debbie Rubin 

As always, if you find anything in this column that 
you would like to read for yourself, please notify 
our Tank Tales editor and he will happily supply 
you with a copy. Specify the title and date of the 
newsletter with each request. If you find something 
that stirs your interest that you’ve read in any other 
publication, I invite you to “talk fish” and  be 
included as a guest writer for this column. I will 
gladly share this space with you. 

From the  September/October 2010 issue of Cichlid 
Tails, The official newsletter of the Texas Cichlid 
Association, I read an interesting piece called Fish 
Have Good Memories and Can be Quite Cunning 
(no author cited).  The article states that fish can be 
quite smart. Dr. Kevin Warburton (the article does 
not state his credentials, where he is from or where 
he did his research) has been engaged in research on 
the subject for many years. He states, “Fish are 
quite sophisticated. Fish can remember prey types 
for months. They can learn to avoid predators after 
being attacked once and they retain this memory for 
several months. And carp that have been caught by 
fishers avoid hooks for at least a year. That fish 
have only a three-second memory is just rubbish.”  
Dr. Warburton also talks about their social behavior 
with other fish.  This is a short, entertaining article. 

Keeping with the theme of oddball fish articles, I 
read in the July/August 2010 Cichlid Tails, Fish 
Fear Their Own Reflections, from the May 20, 2010 
edition of LiveScience.com. It starts off talking 
about the increased brain activity in regions linked 
to fear when fish look at themselves in the mirror!  
Research by Julie Desjardin, researcher and post-
doctoral biologist at Stanford University, speculated 
that the fear of vexation was due to the 
unfamiliarity of the encounter: Dr. Desjardin and 
Stanford biologist Russell Fernald arranged 20-
minute long sparring session for male African 
cichlids, a freshwater territorial fish. A clear wall 
across the middle of the tank kept the combatants 
apart when two fish were pitted against each other, 
so there was never any actual fish-to-fish contact.  
In some instances, the clear wall was replaced with 
a mirror. This is another short, interesting read.   

Another tidbit, again from Cichlid Tails, 
November/December 2009: 

Woman Eats Ex’s Goldfish After Spat 

Fight Over Jewelry Leads to Untimely Demise in 
Frying Pan for Seven Pet Fish 

PASADENA, Texas – Authorities say a Houston-
area woman who was burned up at her former 
common-law husband fried their pet goldfish and 
ate some of them. Pasadena police say it’s a civil 
matter and no charges will be filed. The seven 
goldfish were purchased together by the couple 
during happier times. Police spokesman Vance 
Mitchell says the man reported on Saturday that the 
woman took the goldfish from his apartment.  
Mitchell says the two argued earlier about some 
jewelry the man had given her but took back. She 
wanted the jewelry returned. Officers who were 
dispatched to the woman’s home arrived to find 
four fried goldfish on a plate. The woman said she 
already at the other three. 

 

 
 

The Board of Directors for the Federation of 
American Aquarium Societies for 2010-2012 has 
been finalized. The new board consists of the 
following: 

President  Rick Borstein  

Vice-President Chuck Rambo  

Secretary Sam Borstein  

Treasurer Bob Chirempes  

Director Mike Matthews  

Director Kurt Johnston  

Director Shawn Kopinski  

Director Roger Haleen  

 

Congratulations to our own Mr. President, Kurt 
Johnston, for being named a director. 



 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

ZOOTOPIA PETZ 
 7420 Derry St. Harrisburg, PA 17111 

PH (717) 558-PETS 
FAX (413) 691-0935 
Mon-Fri 12 to 7:30 

Sat 10 to 5; Sun 12 to 5 
Scott & Nola Sommer 

 LITITZ ORTHODONTICS 
Michael V. Palasz, DMD, MS 

4-A Tollgate Rd. Lititz, PA 17543 
717-626-0600 

Hours: Mon-Thu 8am - 6pm 
Fri   8am - 12noon 

Specializing in Orthodontics 
for Children and Adults 

ROGER H. STRAUSE, D.D.S. 
Centerville Family Dental 

803 Estelle Drive 
Lancaster, PA  17601 

717-898-9099 

 PETSMART 
Dustin Chambers, Manager 

2405 Covered Bridge Dr.  Suite145 
NE corner of Whitmer Rd. & R30 E. 

Tel.717-393-0820, 
 Fax. 717-394-6384 

M-S(10am –5pm;Sun. 10am-6pm 

JAY A. RIZZO, D.M.D. 
General Dentistry 

Hempfield Center, Suite 100 
930 Red Rose Court 

Lancaster, PA  17603 
717-295-5590 

M-T 8AM-6PM, W-TH 8AM-5PM, FRI 8AM-12PM 

 HIRAM PEOPLES HATCHERY 
Main Street 

New Providence, PA 17560 
717-786-7346 

Hours:  M-F 8-4 Sat 8-12 
Wholesale: Koi, Goldfish, Pond Supplies  

PAXTON AQUARIUM & PET SHOP 
Paxton Square 

6033 Allentown Blvd. 
Harrisburg, PA 17112 

Hours: M-F 10am –7pm 
Sat. 10-6pm; Sun 12 noon-4pm 

Owner – Charles Lambiasi 

  

MARYLAND AQUATIC NURSERIES 
3427 N. Furnace 

Jarrettsville, MD 21084 

410-557-7615 

Please support our local sponsors by visiting their businesses and purchasing their products and services. 
They support your club! Underlined sponsors have a website, just click on the sponsor's name above and 
you will be whisked away to their site. 
Want to sponsor the ACLC? Contact Dave Frehafer at 717-626-9456 or via e-mail at Docdave144@aol.com. 
Your support is greatly appreciated!  
 

http://www.zootopiapetz.com/�
http://www.lititzortho.com/home.asp�
http://www.marylandaquatic.com/�


 
 

Our national sponsors have donated products to make our club a success. Please support them. To 
get information about their products, click the name and you will go directly to their website.  

Hikari Sales USA Inc. Aquarium Products Mars Fishcare 
Air, Water, & Ice K and A Imports Boyd Enterprises 

Ginger Inc. Kent Marine Kordon 
Sachs Systems Aquaculture Penn Plax Pet Products Python Products Inc. 

Red Sea Max Seachem Labs Inc. Tropical Science Biolabs 
Vitakraft Pet Products Marc Weiss Companies Inc. Danner Manufacturing. Inc. 
Hawkeye International Drs Foster and Smith Tetra Products 

Rolf C. Hagen Corp. San Francisco Bay Brand Bow Tie Press/Fish Channel 
Cichlid Press Blue Zoo Radio Zoo Med Laboratories Inc. 
Spectrapure Aquadine Nutritional Systems Aquatic Life LLC 

Aquarium Guys  Kingfish Services.net 

 
 

Delaware County Aquarium Society 

Meets the 1st Friday of each month from Sept. 
through June at the Springfield Township 
Building, Springfield, PA. 

www.dcas.us 

Diamond State Aquarium Society 

Meets the 2nd Monday of each month from 
Sept. through June at William Penn High 
School in New Castle, DE. 

http://dsas.topcities.com/ 

Bucks County Aquarium Society 

Meets the 1st Thursday of each month from 
Sept. through July at the Churchville Nature 
Center, Churchville, PA. 

http://www.bcasonline.com/ 

Potomac Valley Aquarium Society 

Meets the 1st Saturday of each month from 
Sept. through June at the Green Acres School 
in Fairfax, VA 

http://www.pvas.com/ 

NJ Tri-State Tropical Fish Association 

Meets the 1st Thursday of every month except 
July and August at the Barrington Municipal 
Building in Barrington, NJ.  

Contact Bill Farrell at 856-428-1431. 

Keystone Killy Group 

Meets the second Saturday of each month from 
Sept. through June (except Dec.) at members' 
homes. 

http://www.keystonekilly.org/ 

Capital Cichlid Association 

Meets the second Saturday of each month from 
Sept. through June in Silver Spring, MD. 

http://www.capitalcichlids.org/ 

 

http://www.hikariusa.com/�
http://www.aq-products.com/�
http://www.marsfishcare.com/�
http://www.airwaterice.com/�
http://www.fdpp.net/?�
http://chemi-pure.com/�
http://www.gingerinc.com/�
http://www.kentmarine.com/�
http://www.novalek.com/�
http://aquaculturestore.com/�
http://www.pennplax.com/Welcome.html�
http://www.pythonproducts.com/�
http://www.redseamax.com/redseamax/250Temp/redseamax/index.html�
http://www.seachem.com/�
http://www.tsbiolabs.com/�
http://www.vitakraft.de/�
http://www.marcweissco.com/index.html�
http://www.dannermfg.com/�
http://hawkeyeaquarium.com/�
http://www.drsfostersmith.com/�
http://www.tetra-fish.com/TetraFish.home�
http://www.hagen.com/usa/�
http://www.sfbb.com/�
http://www.fishchannel.com/�
http://www.cichlidpress.com/�
http://www.bluezooradio.com/�
http://www.zoomed.com/cm/Home.html�
http://www.spectrapure.com/�
http://www.aquadine.com/�
http://www.aquaticlife.com/�
http://www.aquariumguys.com/�
http://www.kingfishservices.net/�
http://dsas.topcities.com/�
http://www.bcasonline.com/�
http://www.pvas.com/�
http://www.keystonekilly.org/�
http://www.capitalcichlids.org/�
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