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The Start of the Aquarium Club of Lancaster County 
The Start of a New Program in the ACLC! 

Killifish Rock Cleveland! 
Piscatorial Pearls RETURNS!!!! 
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Tank Tales is the official publication of the Aquarium Club of Lancaster County (ACLC). Ten 
issues of Tank Tales are published annually. Anyone using original material from any issue of 
Tank Tales must return two (2) copies of the publication in which the article is published to our 
exchange editor listed below. The views expressed in any material appearing in Tank Tales are 
those of the authors, and do not necessarily express those of the ACLC.  
The ACLC meets on the third Saturday of each month (except July and August) at That Fish 
Place, 237 Centerville Road, Lancaster, PA 17603. Meetings begin at 1:00 PM unless otherwise 
noted. Meetings usually are comprised of a program featuring a guest speaker, door prizes, a 
mini fish auction, with a period allowed for mingling and refreshments. The philosophy of the 
club is such that our activities are interesting to both the novice and advanced hobbyist alike. 
An effort is made to keep business to a minimum at the general meetings, with the executive 
board meeting being held monthly as needed on a separate date and time. 

2010 ACLC OFFICERS & OFFICIALS 
Office Name Phone E-mail 

President Kurt Johnston 717-965-7763 kaj41354@comcast.net 
Vice-President Lonny Langione 717-292-6824 lonlangione@comcast.net 

Treasurer Tim Brady 570-385-0573 tjb100@psualum.com 
Secretary Vicki Oatman 717-653-8255 vicoatman@comcast.net 

Membership Chair Chris Cornell 717-671-1163 chris@chrismissy.com 
Public Relations Kurt Johnston 717-965-7763 kaj41354@comcast.net 

Editor Joel Antkowiak 717-354-2274 mrkillie@comcast.net 
Exchange Editor Joel Antkowiak 717-354-2274 mrkillie@comcast.net 

Web Master Kurt Johnston 717-965-7763 kaj41354@comcast.net 
Social Chair Tara Miller 610-689-5356 abstractact@yahoo.com 

Horticultural Chair Tara Miller 610-689-5356 abstractact@yahoo.com 
BAP Chair Kurt Johnston 717-965-7763 kaj41354@comcast.net 

Auction Chair Suze Glesky 717-574-6123 itrack4u@msn.com 
Corp. Sponsor Liaison Lonny Langione 717-292-6824 lonlangione@comcast.net 

Audit Chair Joel Antkowiak 717-354-2274 mrkillie@comcast.net 
    

Lifetime Members of the ACLC 
Paul Bricknell F. Wayne Calender 
Pedro Sanchez David Stephon 

 
 
Cover: The fire killie, Nothobranchius rachovii, at the 2010 AKA Convention in 
Cleveland, Ohio. This is from the Beira '98 collection. Photo by Joel Antkowiak. 
 
 
 



 

 

Fellow Members, 

We had another great meeting in May. Rick Borstein gave a great presentation and we welcomed 4 new 
members to our ranks. This makes 32 new members for 2010 and 79 members total. Our attendance at each 
meeting has been terrific averaging more than 50% of our members at each meeting. Very few clubs can boast 
about figures better than that! It is really something to be proud of. Please take the time to get involved with 
your club. We need fresh new ideas to keep growing and, the more members that become involved, the bigger 
the pool of ideas we have to work with. 

 
"Only after the last tree has been cut down.  

Only after the last river has been poisoned.  
Only after the last fish has been caught.  

Only then will you find that money cannot be eaten."  
-Native Cree Prophecy 

 
 

As great as this time is for the ACLC, it has also been a disaster environmentally. Our nation's shores are being 
invaded by an enemy that will still be having an effect long after most of us are gone from this earth. 
Conservation is important and we as hobbyists can have an impact in several ways. One way we can help is to 
support conservation efforts that are ongoing in Mexico, Madagascar, the Rift Lakes of Africa and many other 
lakes, streams, rivers and oceans on this planet of ours. Most of the national and international associations have 
foundations we can financially assist and that goes a long way to preserving the fish that we enjoy. The easiest 
way for the hobbyist to get involved is through captive breeding. Captive breeding helps maintain the wild 
populations of fish. The more species we breed in our aquariums, the fewer need to be removed from the wild. 
Please take the time to breed and share these fish with another hobbyist. Many fish can be bred and raised in a 
single small aquarium. There are already too many species that are extinct in the wild and future generations of 
aquarists will never get the chance to enjoy them as we have. 

 

 

See you on the 19th! 

                 Kurt 
 

 



From the Editor's Tank 
 

When I took over as Tank Tales editor at the 
beginning of the year, I had a goal for 2010 of 
making this publication more known to other 
clubs. This would be accomplished by 
encouraging the membership to submit 
articles, photographs, drawings, puzzles, jokes 
- just about anything related to the aquarium 
hobby - and setting that work into a 
manageable and logical format. If we could 
manage to accomplish that feat, then other 
clubs would soon start to recognize the good 
work and great hobbyists we have here at 
ACLC. I am happy to say that it seems to be 
working. Over the past few months we have 
had at least 2 of our original articles reviewed 
by other club publications, and we have just 
had our first reprint (since I have been editor) 
of an article as well. I say at least 2 because I do 
not see all of the exchange publications, so 
there may be more. But I see this as a great 
accomplishment for our club and a stepping 
stone towards the future. 

The next step towards a better publication is 

 now in place and begins with this issue of 
Tank Tales. On the following pages you will 
see the beginnings of a new program that will 
hopefully encourage more people to write 
articles and provide other submissions for our 
newsletter.  That program is the ACLC Writer's 
and Artist's Award Program. I will take some 
time at the June meeting to introduce the 
program to the membership, but you can read 
through the rules in this issue. The program is 
designed to encourage our members to submit 
more original articles, photos and artwork to 
Tank Tales for publication. Further, it 
encourages that the work be quality in nature 
in that additional points are awarded for such 
things as an article being reviewed or reprinted 
by other clubs' publications or even national 
magazines, as well as for receiving awards by 
regional and national organizations such as the 
NEC and FAAS. So now you have even more 
reason to support your club, and a couple of 
months to get started! The next due date for 
Tank Tales is Sept. 8. 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Schedule for 2010 
 

Chuck Davis will be presenting a rare and entertaining look 
at collecting over a hundred aquarium fish from Central 
America, South America, Africa & Asia without leaving the 
State of Florida.  It promises to be a most enjoyable vacation 
for the whole family. 

Chuck has been a tropical fish wholesaler (Waterlife 
Imports) & retailer (Wet Pets & Pet's Pets). He led the first 
Margarita Tour to the Peruvian Amazon. Chuck wrote a 
monthly column in Aquarium Fish Magazine for over 15 
years. He has sat on the Boards of the American Cichlid 
Association, American Catfish Association, Federation of 
American Aquarium Societies, North Jersey Aquarium 
Society, the Gold Coast Aquarium Society and for 21 years 
he has been Editor of the North Jersey A.S. monthly 
newsletter REPORTER! 

Chuck got started in the hobby over 50 years ago and now 
resides in Florida! 

 

JOIN THE FUN 
@ 

www.aclcpa.org 

 

***July 17*** 
NEW DATE!!! 

ACLC Annual Shop Hop 

 

August 21 
***ACLC Picnic*** 

 

September 18 
The Care and Breeding of the 

Genus Apistogramma 
Sal Silvestri 

October 16 
Spawning Oddball Fish 

Eric Bodrock 

November 20 
TBA 

December 
TBA 

 

June 19th 

Chuck Davis 

"Collecting 
Aquarium Fishes in 

Florida" 
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ACLC WRITER'S & ARTIST's AWARD PROGRAM (WAAP) 

PURPOSES  
A.  To encourage the writing of articles for Tank Tales and the development of writing skills by ACLC members. 

B. To acknowledge the accomplishment of ACLC members contributions to the hobby through their writing and 
artistic efforts. 

C. To encourage a spirit of competition for the annual "Mighty Fin Award". 

D.  To increase information about the tropical fish hobby to ACLC members and aquarists in general.  

ELIGIBILITY  
Participation is open to all ACLC members. Articles (the word "article" shall mean any written composition, photograph, 
drawing or other item for submission) by nonmembers will not qualify retroactively upon joining ACLC. Articles required by 
ACLC offers and committee chairs are not eligible. All submissions must be published originally by Tank Tales of the 
ACLC and not by any other club, website or publication. Articles must be submitted in Word or other acceptable word 
processing format. Photos must be submitted in JPEG format or a print suitable for scanning. All original artwork will be 
scanned and the original will be considered a donation to the ACLC. 
AWARDS  

A. The Mighty Fin Award will be given to the ACLC member who accumulates the highest number of points, as 
described in the points accumulation rules, for original articles and/or artwork published in Tank Tales from 
December 1 of one year through November 30 of the next. The member must have submitted an original item for 
publication in Tank Tales to be eligible. The exception to this time frame shall be the initial award, which shall run 
from the inception of the program to December 1 of the following year. Points for this award will include bonus 
points earned for previously published articles earned during the same time frame. This award shall be a plaque 
plus a special gift from the club. 

B. Accumulated Points Awards shall consist the following:  
Writer's Award: Participants must accumulate 50 points, at least 30 of which are from the basic point rules. The 
award shall be a framed certificate. 

Author's Award: Participants must achieve the Writer's Award level and accumulate 250 points, at least 150 of 
which are from the basic point rules. The award shall be a plaque. 

Wordsmith Award: Participants must achieve the Author's Award and accumulate 500 points, at least 300 of 
which are from the basic point rules. The award shall be a plaque. 

Pen & Quill Award: Participants must achieve the Wordsmith Award and accumulate 750 points, at least 500 of 
which are from the basic point rules. Participants must have at least (2) articles reprinted in another club's 
publication. The award shall be a plaque. 

The Ultimate Writer Award: Participants must achieve the Pen & Quill Award and accumulate 1000 points, at least 
600 of which are from the basic point rules. Participants must have at least (5) articles reprinted in another club's 
publication. Participant must also have achieved at least 2 of the Specialty Awards described in Awards section 
C. The award shall be a plaque and lifetime membership in the ACLC. In addition, this award shall be renamed 
after the first member to achieve this level. 

C. Specialty Awards shall consist of a plaque. The awards are as follows: 
The Writing Breeder: Participants must accumulate 100 points from the submission of BAP articles.  

The Writing Grower: Participants must accumulate 100 points from the submission of HAP articles.  

The Fishy Artist: Participants must accumulate 100 points from the submission of original artwork.  

The Fishy Photographer: Participants must accumulate 100 points from the submission of original photographs.  

The Popular Fish Head: Participants must accumulate 100 points from reprinting and reviewing of their 
submissions by other clubs. 

D. Article of the Month: 
Every month that has Tank Tales published with 5 or more original articles written by 2 or more members of the 
ACLC will have an "Article of the Month" award presented. The winner will be chosen by a popular vote of the 
membership at the general meeting for that month. The winner will receive 10 bonus points towards their total 
which will count towards the annual and cumulative awards. The winner will also receive 7 raffle tickets for that 



ACLC WRITER'S & ARTIST's AWARD PROGRAM (WAAP) 

month's raffle. If the winner is not present at the meeting, they will forfeit the raffle tickets but will still receive the 
bonus points. 

D. Picture of the Month: 
Every month that has Tank Tales published with 5 or more photographs (or original artwork)  submitted by 2 or 
more members of the ACLC will have a "Picture of the Month" award presented. The winner will be chosen by a 
popular vote of the membership at the general meeting for that month. The winner will receive 10 bonus points 
towards their total which will count towards the annual and cumulative awards. The winner will also receive 7 
raffle tickets for that month's raffle. If the winner is not present at the meeting, they will forfeit the raffle tickets but 
will still receive the bonus points. 

COMMITTEE  
A.  The Writer's Award Program Committee shall consist of a chairperson and up to two (2) members. The Exchange 

Editor must be a member of the committee and may be the chairperson. 

B. The duties of the committee are  

1. Maintain records of the points earned by all participants  
2. Provide a report each month of the current standings, to Tank Tales Editor, by the editor's deadline date.  

3. Arrange the purchase and presentation of awards with the board of directors of the ACLC. 

POINT ACCUMULATIONS  
A.  Points will be awarded based on the following schedule for articles first published in Tank Tales, from December 1 

of one year through November 30 of the following year. 

B. All point awards are at the sole discretion of the committee. 

C. Articles and/or artwork not published within the time frame, for any reason, will be included in the year's 
competition in which they occur. 

D. Co-authored articles will have the points split evenly. 

E. If any member should not renew his/her membership, accumulated points will be kept on an inactive list until such 
time as membership is renewed.  

BASIC POINTS 
5 - Required BAP or HAP articles. 

5 - Short articles (less than 50 words) such as tips, jokes, etc. 

10 - Optional BAP or HAP articles. 

10 - Puzzles, games, teasers, etc. 

10 - Not required articles on any hobby-related subject, including letters to the editor, of less than 250 words.  

15 - Not required and non-BAP/HAP articles on any hobby-related subject, including letters to the editor, of 250 - 500 
words. 

20 - Not required and non-BAP/HAP articles on any hobby-related subject, including letters to the editor, of 500 - 
1,000 words.  

35 - Not required and non-BAP/HAP articles on any hobby-related subject, including letters to the editor, of more than 
1,000 words.  

20 - Original hand-drawn artwork of fish or plants.  

10 - Original photographs submitted without an article. Photographs must be in focus and usable. To be usable, a 
photograph must be in focus and centered in the frame of the picture, with subject matter readily identifiable. 

10 - Other original drawings or cartoons, hand-drawn, or computer assisted.  
10 additional points will be awarded for each photograph submitted with an article that relates to the subject matter of 
the article, to a maximum of 20 additional points per article. Photographs must be in focus and usable. 



ACLC WRITER'S & ARTIST's AWARD PROGRAM (WAAP) 

BONUS POINTS  
For reprinted items appearing in publications that the Exchange Editor does not receive, it will be the responsibility of the 
author to provide proof to the committee by November 30 of the contest year.  

20 - A continuing column of six or more editions within the time frame of the contest, usually a period of twelve 
consecutive months. Awarded upon publication of the sixth (6th) edition. 

10 - Articles reprinted in another club's publication (each reprinting). 

5 - Articles reviewed in another club's "Exchange Column", each review. 

10 - Any artwork reprinted in another club's publication (each reprinting). 

10 - Articles mentioned or reviewed in a "for profit" hobby publications. 

30 - Articles reprinted (with permission of the author) in a "for profit" hobby publication. These may be edited by the 
publication or the author but must be substantially the same. These points will be awarded only if the ACLC and Tank 
Tales are credited.  

Articles and authors receiving awards in the FAAS Publications Award Program will be awarded bonus points based on 
the following schedule. The FAAS award points will be counted in the year in which they are awarded, not necessarily in 
the year for which they are awarded. 
50 - Article/Author of the Year  

30 - First in category  

20 - Second in category 

10 - Third in category  

5 - Fourth in category or honorable mention.  

Articles and authors receiving awards in any other award program will be awarded bonus points based on the following 
schedule. This will include such awards as the NEC Articles competition. These award points will be counted in the year in 
which they are awarded, not necessarily in the year for which they are awarded. 
20 - Article/Author of the Year  

15 - First in category  

10 - Second in category 

5 - Third in category  

3 - Fourth in category or honorable mention.  



 
BAP Report by Jay Stephan 

 

Males of this fish take a long time to develop full 
color. At first the male will develop more yellow on 
his fins than do the females. He may also get a 
yellow orange look throughout his body. After some 
time, males will begin to develop a blue face and 
some blue on their body. It took the male that 
spawned almost two years to develop his full blue 
color. So far the males I have kept did not spawn 
until they reached full color. This may be why I 
have found that until the males develop full color 
they do not sell very well.  

I bought these fish from Old World Exotic Fish 
Farm when I first started my business in late 2007. 
This is the first time that they have spawned.   

These fish are peaceful to mildly aggressive. They 
can be mixed with other peaceful to mildly 
aggressive African Cichlids. They will be wiped 
out, however, by more aggressive cichlids. Females 
of this type fish as well as several other types of 
Aulonocara look alike. It is important not to mix 
females of one type Aulonocara with males of 
another type Aulonocara to avoid  cross breeding.  

Male Aul. jacobfreibergi Hongi Island can grow to 
seven inches. Females do not grow as large as 
males. Females tend to be a cream to brown in 
color.   

My tanks have a mixture of cichlid stones on the 
bottom, and sponge filters. I depend on a drip 

system to change 10 to 15% of their water twice a 
week. Once a month, I clean their stones and do a 
large 40 to 50% water change. This is when 
spawning tends to occur. I have placed four inch 
long PVC pipe of various diameters ranging from 
one inch to two inches, on top of the stones, in these 
tanks.  My African cichlids use them both as a 
hiding place and a place to spawn. 

When I discover a mother is holding babies in her 
mouth, I move her to a smaller, 15 gallon, tank, by 
herself to safely have her babies. Once the babies 
are born, I move the mother to an empty tank and 
start to feed her well. After three days, she normally 
is able to be return to her original tank with her 
mate.  

Fry remain in the 15 gallon tank and are fed a 
powder type food until they become large enough to 
eat regular food. When they have grown to one inch 
in size, I consider them to be juveniles and they are 
moved to my 20 gallon tanks. When possible, they 
are mixed with up to two other types of compatible 
African cichlid juveniles, so they learn to adapt to 
live with other fish in a community tank. As they 
continue to grow, they are moved to larger tanks 
and mixed with more compatible fish until they sell. 
Juveniles are only sold locally until they reach two 
inch or larger size, when I consider them to be sub-
adults. Sub-adults and adults are sold locally or are 
shipped to buyers overnight.  



     

     

      

    

   
  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Northeast Council of Aquarium Societies 

SUMMER AUCTION - 2010! 
SUNDAY, August 15, 2010 

FISH (All Species), AQUARIUM EQUIPMENT AND RELATED DRY GOODS 

THE CROWNE PLAZA 
100 Berlin Road, Cromwell, CT 

 (860) 635-2000 
                

Pre-registration:  Register at www.northeastcouncil.org 
1 red dot/10 *lots, 60/40 split, and preprinted lot labels (please label your bags) 

 

Lots registered day of auction receive 50/50 split 

*Acceptable lots will be determined by the auction committee  

Food & Refreshments will be available 

 AUCTION HOURS:  

REGISTRATION.................................8:30 AM TO 12:00 PM 
VIEWING OF GOODS........................9:30 AM TO 11:45 AM 

 AUCTION..................................................12:00 PM TO 5 PM 
 RAFFLE..........................................................................50 / 50 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL: 

  Joe Masi………………….…..(845) 896-4793     president@northeastcouncil.org 

  Dave Giza…….……………...(413) 301-3465    davegiza@comcast.net 

  David or Janine Banks.............(802) 372-8716    dbanks@together.net 

  

http://www.northeastcouncil.org/convention�
mailto:president@northeastcouncil.org�
mailto:davegiza@comcast.net�
mailto:dbanks@together.net�


 
A Review by Debbie Rubin 

As always, if you find anything in this column that 
you would like to read for yourself, please notify 
our Tank Tales editor and he will happily supply 
you with a copy. Specify the title and date of the 
newsletter with each request.  If you find something 
that stirs your interest that you’ve read in any other 
publication, I invite you to “talk fish” and  be 
included as a guest writer for this column. I will 
gladly share this space with you. 

This month I will report about  non-fish, but aquatic 
related articles.  In an issue of Tropical fish Club of 
Erie County, Inc., July 2009, I read an article 
(unknown writer) about aquatic turtles as pets.  
Everyone loves the turtle! I remember as a kid 
having little  turtles myself.  At that time, it wasn’t 
illegal to own the small ones.  If we were lucky, we 
could find them in nearby creeks and ponds, but 
mainly purchased them from pet stores. It wasn’t 
until the 70’s that the US government banned the 
sale of turtles less than 4” long, once the connection 
between turtles and salmonella infections were 
made, especially in children. It’s not that small 
turtles carry more salmonella than larger ones, it’s 
more a case of children being more likely to handle 
the smaller turtles and/or put either them or their 
hands after handling into their mouths!  This article 
addresses the do’s and don’ts about caring for 
turtles. It covers what you need to know before 
acquiring a turtle, housing, feeding, life span and 
discusses the commitment one must make.  Oh, and 
the favorite painted turtle is not recommended as a 
first turtle for beginners, as they are not as hardy as 
the red eared sliders.   

Although not specifically aquarium related, but 
water related is an article which  covers sea turtles.  
This comes from Cichlid Tails, November- 
December 2009 issue with the source listed as the 
NOAA, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. It begins with the title “NOAA 
Announces Emergency Rule to Protect ‘Threatened’ 
Sea Turtles”. This announcement came in April, 
2009 and is only a temporary ruling.  It will require 
the commercial reef fish longline fleet to fish 
seaward of a line approximating the 50-fathom 

contour in the Gulf of Mexico. This is a brief, 
interesting read.   

Lastly is an article from our Canadian friends. Fins 
and Tales is the official publication of the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Aquarium Society.  Kitchener-
Waterloo is located in Southern Ontario.  I feel a 
little kinship with our Canadian fish friends as I 
lived in Calgary, Alberta for awhile during my 
younger years. I know, Alberta is in the West, but 
it’s Canada!   

Rein and Char Breitmaier started a column (and are 
the authors) entitled “The Minimalist Aquarist.”  
It’s about doing more with less and keeping it 
simple:  Costa Rica.  This particular article is the 
50th in the series.  I’m not sure exactly when they 
began, but I’m thinking if they publish 10 
newsletters a year, then it’s been running for five 
years, since 2006.  Impressive, to say the least.  This 
month Rein and Char end their time in Costa Rica 
with a walking tour in the national park known as 
‘Corcovado’, a place they simply called “the Osa” 
for the peninsula upon which the park resides.  
Along the trail, they come upon little lizards and 
even a crocodile!  Hiding in a small crevice in a log 
which had rolled ashore they found a tiny frog, 
smaller than your big toe.  Rein and Char write that 
this discovery represents the wonders that are in the 
Osa – “a golden moment to reflect on how we care 
for our fishes at home and the concern we attach to 
the greater world at our doorstep." This should give 
us pause to think about our planet and everything 
living in it.   

IF PEDRO DOESN'T KNOW, 
NO ONE DOES! 

JOIN THE FUN AT  
THE ACLC CLUB PICNIC 

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION 
IS AUGUST 7 

 



The Start of the Aquarium Club of Lancaster County 
By Forest W. Calender 

 
I often visited a fish store on New Holland Avenue 
run by a gentleman named Mervin Miller. Miller's 
Tropical Fish was a place frequented by many 
hobbyists. It was there that I met Jeff Miller, 
Mervin's son, and we developed a friendship due to 
our mutual interest in Killifish. 

Jeff and I started going to a Killie Club located in 
Philadelphia. After experiencing all kinds of 
weather, we decided to try and find a club that was 
closer to home. Jeff and I attended a club operating 
in Reading, PA called the Muhlenberg Aquarium 
Society. After participating in about a dozen 
meetings, it was clear that this was not the club for 
us. The meetings consisted of on-going discussions 
about their newsletter and after a few meetings on 
this topic it became very boring. At some point 
during one of their meetings an argument ensued 
between their Vice President and others in the club. 
The result of this argument was the resignation of 
the Vice President, Mr. Bill  Adair. 

At this time Jeff and I saw an opportunity and 
talked to Bill to see if he would be interested in 
joining us to start a club in Lancaster. Bill seemed 
interested and our "first" meeting was at the home 
of Bill Adair in Denver, PA. Jeff Miller, Bill Adair 
and I began making initial plans to form a club for 
Lancaster County tropical fish hobbyists. We 
determined that we first needed to find a meeting 
place. Mr. Gary Bright was employed at Doctor's 
Pet Center at Park City and with his connections we 
were able to secure the Community Room at 
Gimbel's Department Store, one of the four anchor 
stores at Park City for our first "official meeting". 
We each contributed $5.00 to pay for the printing of 
the first membership cards. 

We spoke to other hobbyists to recruit members and 
set up pro tem officers: 

President, Wayne Calender 

Vice President, Bill Adair 

Secretary, Jeff Miller 

Treasurer, Gary Bright 

Public Relations, Tom O'Malley 

Librarian, Mrs. Adair 

Our first meeting, we had a live speaker with Mr. 
Robert Maxwell on the topic of Guppies. 
Approximately 20 to 25 hobbyists were in 
attendance. 

My youngest son, Donald was keeping guppies at 
the time. He listened intently to Mr. Maxwell's 
presentation and took note that many guppy 
breeders put a drop of Clorox in the water when 
showing their fish. The next day I went down to my 
fish room and discovered that all of Donald's 
guppies were dead. I was surprised, but upon further 
inspection the odor of Clorox was quite distinct and 
it was clear that he had gone too far. 

In July of 1972 the club was joined by Dr. Henry R. 
Diller and Mrs. Dorothy Sangary, bringing the total 
number of members to 30. 

The first newsletter of the ACLC was put out by 
Sandra Gingrich our first editor. The cover art of 
two Kissing Guoramis was designed by Sandra 
Gingrich and she also contributed the name of the 
newsletter: Tank Tales. The newsletter was printed 
by Bill Adair using a spirit copier. 

After about six months our meeting was moved to 
the Lancaster Public Library in October of 1972. 
The time Gimbel's required the club to vacate the 
community room necessitated the move of this 
active and talkative group of hobbyists. 

1972 was the first year that the Breeder's Award 
Program was started and members began collecting 
their points. 

In March of 1973, elections were held about this 
time with a slate of candidates presented by the 
nominating committee: 

President: Forest W. Calender 

 Robert Lackey 

Vice President:  Bill Adair 

Treasurer:  Jeff Miller 

 Gary Bright 

Secretary:  Sharon Howard 

 Brenda Newswanger 

Public Relations: Jack Yeager 



 Tom O'Malley 

The results were announced at the meeting in April 
of 1973: 

President:  Forest W. Calender 

Vice President:  Bill Adair 

Treasurer:  Jeff Miller 

Secretary:  Brenda Newswanger 

Public Relations: Jack Yeager 

The officers were elected for the period of one year. 

1973 brought the club's first bowl show that was 
chaired by Mr. Frank Sangary. Another first for the 
club in 1973 was its first field trip to the Cherry 
Hill, New Jersey Shopping Mall to visit a Fish 
Show. 

In December of 1973 a new slate of officers was 
presented: 

President:  George Hanslick 

Vice President:  William Romansky Jr. 

Treasurer:  Dennis Fedski 

Secretary:  Tina Charles 

Public Relations:  Dr. Henry Diller 

At this time a slate of officers and elections were 
held yearly. 

In April of 1974 the club had its first annual 
tropical fish Show in conjunction with the 
Optimist's Hobby Show held in the Mayser 
Gymnasium at Franklin and Marshall College. The 
Chairman of the Optimist's Hobby Show came 
down to our display stating that our exhibit was the 
most popular at the show. 

The annual club picnic for members and their 
families was first held in August of 1975. Roast 
corn, hot dogs and hamburgers became a club 
tradition. Approximately sixty people attended the 
first picnic and corn roast. The picnic has become a 
yearly event that members look forward to 
attending. 

The following humorous article from a past 
newsletter was submitted by a good friend, Adam 
Hain of Lebanon, PA. Adam was an Angel Fish 
breeder and a real gentleman to everyone who had 
the pleasure of his acquaintance. 

****************************************** 

BOOBALA! 
(Read this as if Paul Lynde were reading it) 

by Walter Maurus,  N.A.C. 

You say every time you start your siphon you get a 
mouthful? And every time you bend over a partially 
drained tank, everything falls out of your pocket 
and is ruined? 

And those peaceful fish you bought last week ate 
your 12” Oscar? 

And your new heater shorted and when you stuck 
your hand in the tank you woke up on the floor? 

And your wife has started divorce proceedings over 
the worm cultures in the refrigerator? 

And the people who won your door prize at the last 
meeting are threatening to sue if you don’t take 
them back? 

And the freezer broke down and 50 lbs. of frozen 
brine shrimp went bad? 

And every time you get a new net and you try and 
use it, it falls apart? 

And that Madagascar lace plant you paid $12.00 for 
turned brown and mushy? 

And that furry little fish you put in your community 
tank wiped them out? 

Ant the 75 gallon, all glass tank you built popped a 
seam and now the carpeting in the living room feels 
like a water bed? 

And the only thing fancy about the guppies you got 
mail order was the price? 

And little Tommy’s hamster fell into the Piranha 
tank and hasn’t been seen since? 

And your croaking gourami….croaked? 

And you just took over as editor of the club bulletin 
and now no one will write articles? Does that tell 
you anything, Boobala? 

And the guy you sent a pair of angels is all up tight 
because you sent him two males? 

And a tank full of guppies is belly up and the 
thermometer still says 68 degrees F.? 

And the decorative net on the wall fell into the 
gourami tank and they all drowned? 



And little Tommy wanted to help feed the fish and 
dumped a 5 lb. can of tetramin into a killie fry tank?  

AND YOUR INFUSORIA CULTURE 
EXPLODED? 

****************************************** 

In November of 1979, the Club moved its meeting 
place to the Stauffer Mansion. Once again, the need 
for a location that would allow a longer/later 
meeting necessitated the move. Early 1980 also saw 
a change of venue for the 7th Annual Fish Show to 
J.P. McCaskey High School. The relocation of the 
Annual Fish Show was a result of following the 
move of the Optomist's Hobby Show to that 
location. 

In May of 1981, members of the Aquarium Club of 
Lancaster County took their first field trip to the 
National Aquarium in Washington, D.C. Members 
and their families enjoyed the day and many may 
still have photographs from that trip. 

In August of 1981 my son Donald (who went too 
far with the guppies) and his wife Diana tied the 
knot. The joined the club for an excursion to the 
Baltimore Aquarium in October of that year. 

Article from January, 1982 reveals how our 
newsletter relied upon a reprints from reprints of 
reprints! This article, An Aquarist's New Year's 
Resolutions is reprinted below. 

***************************************** 

AN AQUARIST’S 

NEW YEARS RESOLUTIONS 
I do hereby resolve to remove live food, such as 
earthworms, from the refrigerator.  I shall remove 
my favorite deceased fish from the freezer and 
properly bury him. 

I do also resolve to find suitable containers for 
infusoria, microworms, daphnia, etc. No longer 
shall I use Tupperware, beer steins, candy dishes, 
and sugar bowls. 

I resolve to throw away at least 200 of my empty 
mayonnaise, peanut butter, jelly, pickle, olive and 
wheat germ jars. 

I do also resolve to clean all sinks, tubs and toilet 
traps of charcoal, gravel, snails and duckweed. 

I resolve to periodically renew cultures in my 
proper containers. 

I resolve to siphon part of each tank weekly, instead 
of waiting until the water turns a deep amber color. 

I resolve to keep my water aging containers filled 
with water. 

I resolve to spend more money and time with my 
wife than the fish. 

I resolve to return from the fish room all but one of 
the tablespoons. 

I resolve to clearly mark tooth brushes used for 
cleaning algae. 

I resolve to return the salt and baking soda to the 
kitchen and the mercurochrome to the medicine 
chest in the bathroom. 

I resolve to clean the fish room. 

I resolve to keep the fish room clean. 

Stop by . . . and see my tanks sometime . . . but 
please, give me a months notice. ! ! ! 

Reprinted from the DAPHNIAN who noticed it in 
the PISCES PRESS who saw it in THE VALLEY 
STREAM who found it in the BERKSHIRE 
SCALES ‘N’ TALES. 

****************************************** 

Editor's Note: A special thank you to Wayne for 
providing us with a bit of our club's history and 
some insight into how it has survived! 

2010 NATIONAL CONVENTIONS 

The ACLC is a proud sponsor of the ACA 
Convention. 

North American Discus Association 
Dallas, Texas 

June 10-13 http://www.discusnada.org/ 

International Betta Congress 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

June 24-27 www.ibcbettas.org 

American Cichlid Association  
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

July 22-25 www.aca2010.com 

North American Native Fishes Assoc. 
Ash Meadows, Nevada 

October 14-19 www.nanfa.org 

http://www.discusnada.org/�


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, July 17th 2010 
 
The Aquarium Club of Lancaster County will be taking a Road Trip to New Jersey 
for our Annual Shop Hop.  The itinerary will be as follows: 

 

 
 
 
 

 
We will meet at That Fish Place (rear parking lot) 

 at 7:00 AM and will depart at 7:20 SHARP! 
Returning when we are finished! 

 
Bring a styro and plenty of money! 

Members and guests are welcome to join us! 

Shark Aquarium, Hillside, NJ 

The Pet Shanty, Scotch Plains, NJ 

Adam's Pet Safari, Chester, NJ 

Stopping for dinner at the Chester Diner 

Returning to Shop at That Fish Place before closing! 

 

NEW 
DATE 

 

http://www.sharkaquarium.com/index.cfm�
http://petshanty.com/�
http://adamspetsafari.com/index.html�


 
 

by Joel Antkowiak 
Most years, on Memorial Day weekend, you can 
find me at the national convention of the American 
Killifish Association. This year you could have 
found me in Cleveland, Ohio, where killies were 
supposed to "rock Cleveland". Well, they did it with 
soft rock this year. 

As is usually the case, most if not all of the 
attendees at this year's event had a good time. 
Getting together with old friends and making new 
ones has that effect. However, as usual, the AKA 
convention had its inadequacies. Perhaps the fact 
that this year's convention had no official "host 
club" magnified the problems. Instead, 8 clubs tried 
to combine their efforts to put on the event. 
Whatever the reason, the problems started well 
before the convention did. 

Let's take the convention website for starters. If one 
goes to the homepage for the 2010 convention, you 
see what appear to be links to various areas of the 
site. Some work, some don't. Scrolling down to the 
link for "Cleveland 
and Region", if you 
click the link you get a 
page that says "tons of 
tourist info to be added 
shortly". Well, the 
convention is over and 
the info has still not 
been added. That 
should give you an 
idea of the foundation 
for the 2010 event.  

I won't dwell on the 
problems the convention committee had in running 
the event. That is better left for a letter to the BOT 
of the AKA. I will just say that things were not 
smooth and leave it at that. I will point out, 
however, that there was one facet of the convention 
that was well planned and well implemented - the 
raffles. The responsibility for this area fell on the 
folks from the Pittsburgh Area Killifish 
Association. They ran 3 Chinese raffles for fish 
over the course of the event, and procured a large 
amount of dry goods that were raffled off on 

Saturday afternoon, including goodie bags, a 
canister filter, a linear piston pump, a small desk top 
aquarium set up, API sponge filters, magazine 
subscriptions and more. I believe Ray "Kingfish" 
Lucas, who had his display of manufacturers that he 
represents set up in the vendor room, may have had 
something to do with that as well.  

The Pittsburgh group was also responsible for what 
I feel was the highlight of the convention brochure. 
Their sponsorship ad commemorated two of their 
members that had been lost over recent years. A 
great job. 

Also found inside the brochure were bios of the 
convention speakers. The lineup was adequate but 
not spectacular. The highlight was probably the 
tandem of Gary Greenwood and John Metzger  
telling folks how they do things. If you have not 
heard of these gentlemen, then you are not into 
killies. They usually have several species of hard to 
find killies breeding, including various Diapterons 

and other harder to 
keep Aphyosemions. 

Now let's say a little 
something about the 
show. In general, the 
entries were good, but 
there wasn't anything 
spectacular entered in 
the show. The overall 
quality of the show 

entries was definitely 
down from the last 

convention I attended. This was evidenced by the 
fact that a pair of blue gularis, Fundulopanchax 
sjoestedti, that was well undersized and had a 
female that was a bit bruised was in contention for 
best of show right up to the end. Eventually, smarter 
heads prevailed and a nice pair of 
Chromaphyosemion bitaeniatum Lagos (red) was 
given the award. 

Sunday morning traditionally brings the weekend's 
big event - the grand auction. All of the fish that 
were entered in the show are auctioned to the 

Blue Gularis - first in class. 



highest bidder. In addition, the show committee 
usually imports some new and/or rare fish to be 
auctioned off as well. But prior to the auction, Eric 
Bodrock from Pittsburgh was responsible for 
another of the weekend's highlights. The AKA will 
hold an open board meeting at some point over the 
convention weekend, and this was the time. Eric 
had presented some solid ideas on building the 
AKA membership that have been working for other 
national clubs. Prior to the meeting, Eric had 
already spoken to the membership secretary about 
his thoughts to be sure they could be implemented. 
No problem. So Eric presented his ideas to the 
board. When a response of "we'll have a committee 
look into this" was made, Eric responded "no, no 
committee, committees just talk and nothing ever 
gets done. Just do it." The Kingfish supported all of 

Eric's thoughts, as did just about everyone else in 
the room. The AKA has a history of lagging behind 
the other national clubs when it comes time for 
change, and it was clear that many of the attending 
members are a bit tired of that. 

The end of the open board meeting signaled the 
beginning of the weekend's big event - the auction. 
In addition to all the show fish, items in the auction 
included some of the leftover fish from the Saturday 
fish sale, some fish donated by various people and 
the New and Rare Species committee's imports. The 
N&RSC did a good job this year, bringing in some 
fish that were sought after in this country for some 
time and seldom seen. The fish also looked healthy 
even after 4-5 days in bags, as opposed to previous 
years when the fish would look to be very small and 
weak. Among the N&RSC fish, there were five 
pairs of the rare saberfin killie, Terranatos 
dolichopterus. This was, of course, on my wish list 

as it is a target 
fish for our 
BAP, but my 
wallet nixed 
the idea. Each 
pair went for 
more than the 
last, with the 
final pair 
selling at $120. 
Also available 
but rarely seen 
in the States 
were the golden 
pheasant killie, 
Callopanchax 
occidentalis, as well as its cousin Cal. toddi. These 
also sold for good sums of money, but I found 
someone who is breeding the golden pheasants and 
I will hopefully get them again someday soon. I was 
somewhat successful with these fish in the past. I 
was able to get a pair of Cal. toddi. 
There weren't many of the show fish bringing in 
large dollar amounts in the auction, another 
indicator that the quality of entries was down, or 
perhaps it was the rarity of the entries that was to 
blame. Most of the fish entered have been 
established in the hobby in this country for many 
years. When I had left, the highest bid was $170 for 
the best of show fish. Usually, there are 10 - 15 
entries that break the $100 mark, with a few over 
$150. This year was nowhere near that. I guess 
that's a good thing for those with light wallets. 

It was fun, but I'm hoping next year will be better 
when the convention comes to our own backyard, 
Baltimore, Maryland. See you there! 

Aphyosemion australe Orange - first in class. 

John Clairmont of the Keystone Killy 
Group plans his auction strategy. 

The best fish in the show did not cooperate when it came time for 
picture taking. This is Aphyosemion bitaeniatum Lagos red. 



 

PAXTON AQUARIUM & PET SHOP 
Paxton Square 

6033 Allentown Blvd. 
Harrisburg, PA 17112 

Hours: M-F 10am –7pm 
Sat. 10-6pm; Sun 12 noon-4pm 

Owner – Charles Lambiasi 

 TARA - MODERN ARTIST 
610-689-5356, 

E-mai: ABSTRACTACT@yahoo.com 
 

Paintings, sculptures, and fine jewelry 
available for purchase. 10% of sales 
goes to the World Wildlife Fund. 

ZOOTOPIA PETZ 
 7420 Derry St. Harrisburg, PA 17111 

PH (717) 558-PETS 
FAX (413) 691-0935 
Mon-Fri 12 to 7:30 

Sat 10 to 5; Sun 12 to 5 
Scott & Nola Sommer 

 LITITZ ORTHODONTICS 
Michael V. Palasz, DMD, MS 

4-A Tollgate Rd. Lititz, PA 17543 
717-626-0600 

Hours: Mon-Thu 8am - 6pm 
Fri   8am - 12noon 

Specializing in Orthodontics 
for Children and Adults 

ROGER H. STRAUSE, D.D.S. 
Centerville Family Dental 

803 Estelle Drive 
Lancaster, PA  17601 

717-898-9099 

 PETSMART 
Dustin Chambers, Manager 

2405 Covered Bridge Dr.  Suite145 
NE corner of Whitmer Rd. & R30 E. 

Tel.717-393-0820, 
 Fax. 717-394-6384 

M-S(10am –5pm;Sun. 10am-6pm 

JAY A. RIZZO, D.M.D. 
General Dentistry 

Hempfield Center, Suite 100 
930 Red Rose Court 

Lancaster, PA  17603 
717-295-5590 

M-T 8AM-6PM, W-TH 8AM-5PM, FRI 8AM-12PM 

 HIRAM PEOPLES HATCHERY 
Main Street 

New Providence, PA 17560 
717-786-7346 

Hours:  M-F 8-4 Sat 8-12 
Wholesale: Koi, Goldfish, Pond Supplies  

YOUR AD HERE! 
Contact Dave Frehafer: 

717-626-9456 or 
Docdave144@aol.com 

 MARYLAND AQUATIC NURSERIES 
3427 N. Furnace 

Jarrettsville, MD 21084 

410-557-7615 

 

Please support our local sponsors by visiting their businesses and purchasing their 
products and services. They support your club! Underlined sponsors have a website, 
just click on the sponsor's name above and you will be whisked away to their site. 
 
Want to sponsor the ACLC? Contact Dave Frehafer at 717-626-9456 or via e-mail at 
Docdave144@aol.com. Your support is greatly appreciated! 

http://www.cafepress.com/ABSTRACTACT�
mailto:ABSTRACTACT@yahoo.com�
http://www.zootopiapetz.com/�
http://www.lititzortho.com/home.asp�
http://www.marylandaquatic.com/�


 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, August 21, 2010 from 3:00 – 10:00 

AT 

Manheim Twp. Community Park 

Pavilion Kiwanis #2 

1 mile west of Route 501 on East Petersburg Road (Rt. 722) 

Members need to bring: 

• utensils  

• plates  

• cups 

• napkins  

• tablecloth (optional)  

• drinks 

• covered dish (very important - see next item) 

• a good appetite 

The Club will provide: 

 hamburgers 

 hotdogs 

 corn on the cob 

 ketchup and mustard 

 

All ACLC members and their families are invited. We will be playing BINGO and there will be several games for 
the children.  There will be prizes and a raffle and maybe a surprise or two.  In addition, there are many things 
to do at the park including a kid's playground, sand volleyball court, baseball field, basketball court, walking 
trail, and a nice peaceful atmosphere.  

Please RSVP by August 7th with your side dish and the number of people attending! 

Send RSVP to Pedro Sanchez at 3d1psanchez@comcast.net 



 
by Geoff Graff, ACLC Rookie 

I had a couple of ‘fish tanks’ back in high school, 
about the time of the moon landing.  I was raising a 
few livebearers, had a local crayfish, talked fish with a 
buddy who worked in a fish store.  Now that was big 
time, for me! College put an end to that. Over the 
years between then and now I set up a single tank now 
and then.  I even bred and raised bettas once. 

A couple of decades ago (with age you measure time 
differently) I built a small pond in my back yard.  I 
was raising toads to keep the bug population down in 
our vegetable garden. And it worked! Over a decade 
the pond grew to 8’ x 12’, and included landscaping, a 
homemade water feature, a couple of golden orf and a 
small school of goldfish that multiplied and 
multiplied. I searched in vain for that magical ‘off 
switch’ that would stop the goldfish population boom. 

I moved to upper Harford County (yes, I’m one of 
those rare Marylanders in ACLC) about 10 years ago, 
and finally installed a small pre-formed pond three 
years back. It didn’t take me long to remember why I 
had goldfish in my other ponds. Mosquito 
larvae! With memories of the glut of goldfish I 
searched for an alternative. I found Maryland Aquatic 
Nursery just down the road, and mosquito fish.  An 
end to the mosquito larvae threat, but now another 
problem.  These fish shouldn’t live outdoors over the 
winter. 

So there I was with a fish tank again.  And again with 
the fish bug. In short order there are three 10 gallon 
tanks on a homemade stand, and assorted tropicals in 
the top tank, just to look at. Looking for something 
more interesting than just watching fish, I decide to 
breed and raise guppies. So I went looking for quality 
guppies on line, and find the ACLC.  NOW I’m in 
trouble.  People who know stuff.  People with more 
tanks than I have toes and fingers. Interesting 
speakers.  An auction AND a raffle at every 
meeting. My first meeting had me hooked and I’ve 
attended almost every meeting for over a year.   

But what a scientific hobby this has become.  Ph, 
nitrates, carbon dioxide, light levels.  And what 
happened to platies and glow light tetras?  Now it’s 
Xiphophorus maculatus and Hemigrammus 
erythrozonus.   

But I digress. Internet research and ACLC meetings 
had me thinking. What other fish can I breed and 

raise? The idea of maintaining a fish population that is 
threatened in the wild was appealing. So when 
Vietnamese white clouds appeared at the auction I 
took them home and placed them in a newly 
established tank with small Corys, Java fern, an 
Amazon sword and a few grass (or glass?) shrimp. I 
fed them several types of dry food plus blackworms 
and frozen brine shrimp. My son became attached to 
the shrimp more than the fish. He enjoyed watching 
the baby shrimp, I enjoyed watching the shrimp rush 
to the blackworms. 

After a few weeks the fish and the tank were 
acclimatized, and one day I noticed a tiny neon blue 
line in the tank. A BABY! I did it. OK, the fish did 
it. And the shrimp were multiplying too. Babies kept 
popping up for several weeks. Then the baby 
production of the white clouds faded out. One day 
while feeding the fish and watching the shrimp 
feeding frenzy, it hit me! The shrimp were eating the 
fish eggs.  The white clouds were egg scatterers, using 
the Java fern, and the shrimp were all over the Java 
fern.  I FOUND the elusive ‘OFF SWITCH’! 

I removed most of the shrimp and fish production 
returned. And then the shrimp repopulated and fish 
production faded again. On, off, on, off.   

My conclusions from this are: 

1) Goldfish did their job, but quickly overpopulated 
the pond. 

2) I still like ponds 

3)   Vietnamese white clouds are easy to spawn. 

4) So are glass (grass ?) shrimp. 

5) Without harassing the adult fish, the shrimp are a 
natural method of population control. 

6)  I’m putting Mickey Mouse platies in the pond this 
year.  No over-population concerns. 

7) I like the Aquarium Club of Lancaster County and 
the members. 

8)  I’d like to hear more of what our own members 
are doing.  How about a meeting where several of 
our members speak for a few minutes each on 
anything interesting they have done.   (More a 
wish than a conclusion). 



 
BAP Report by Jay Stephan 

These fish come from Lake Victoria. Lake Victoria 
has pollution problems, extreme algae growth, and 
the introduction of Nile Perch, as a  food source for 
locals, has decreased the wild population of this 
species. "Thick skin" is one of the most colorful 
cichlid fish from the Lake Victoria basin. They are 
sometimes classified as Astatotilapia or called sp. 
44, among other names.  

These fish grow up to five inches. The males tend to 
grow larger than the females and are aggressive 
towards each other. Even though these fish are 
considered aggressive, I have found that they seem 
to do well with mildly aggressive fish from the 
other two African lakes. I even had them do well 
with more peaceful fish from the other two African 
lakes, as long as there are plenty of hiding places in 
the tank. Sometimes they do well with other 
aggressive fish, but  not always.   

I purchased these fish from a large Florida fish farm 
some time ago. They have spawned successfully 
twice so far. The male does not always show his full 
color. This usually only comes out during 
spawning.  A few of the male offspring are showing 
full color all this time. 

Males have a dark silver face with black bands, 
yellow body with black bands, and red tails. 
Females are yellow-green and may or may not show 
some red on their tails. 

I keep at least one male and one or two females in a 
20 gallon high predrilled tank. My tanks have 
stones on the bottom, and an under gravel filter 
system. I depend on a drip system to change 10 to 
15% of their water twice a week.  

Once a month, I clean their stones and do a large 40 
to 50% water change. This is when spawning tends 

to occur. I have placed four inch long PVC pipe of 
various diameters ranging from one inch to two 
inches, on top of the stones, in these tanks.  My 
African cichlids use them both as a hiding place and 
a place to spawn. 

When I discover a mother is holding babies in her 
mouth, I move her to a smaller, 15 gallon, tank, by 
herself to safely have her babies. Once the babies 
are born, I move the mother to an empty tank and 
start to feed her well. After three days, she normally 
is able to be return to her original tank with her 
mate.  

Fry remain in the 15 gallon tank and are fed a 
powder type food until they become large enough to 
eat regular food. When they have grown to one inch 
in size, I consider them to be juveniles and they are 
moved to my 20 gallon tanks. When possible, they 
are mixed with up to two other types of compatible 
African cichlid juveniles, so they learn to adapt to 
live with other fish in a community tank. As they 
continue to grow, they are moved to larger tanks 
and mixed with more compatible fish until they sell. 
Juveniles are only sold locally until they reach two 
inch or larger size, when I consider them to be sub-
adults. Sub-adults and adults are sold locally or are 
shipped to buyers overnight. 

Editor's Note: This fish has been called by several 
names, including Haplochromis sp. "Red Tail," 
Haplochromis sp. "Thick Skin," Haplochromis 
obliquidens, and Astatotilapia sp. "44." 

 

DON'T FORGET TO LET PEDRO KNOW THAT 
YOU WILL BE ATTENDING THE ACLC PICNIC !  

AUGUST 21, 2010 



 
 

Delaware County Aquarium Society 

Meets the 1st Friday of each month from Sept. 
through June at the Springfield Township 
Building, Springfield, PA. 

www.dcas.us 

Diamond State Aquarium Society 

Meets the 2nd Monday of each month from 
Sept. through June at William Penn High 
School in New Castle, DE. 

http://dsas.topcities.com/ 

Bucks County Aquarium Society 

Meets the 1st Thursday of each month from 
Sept. through July at the Churchville Nature 
Center, Churchville, PA. 

http://www.bcasonline.com/ 

Potomac Valley Aquarium Society 

Meets the 1st Saturday of each month from 
Sept. through June at the Green Acres School 
in Fairfax, VA 

http://www.pvas.com/ 

Keystone Killy Group 

Meets the second Saturday of each month from 
Sept. through June (except Dec.) at members' 
homes. 

http://www.keystonekilly.org/ 
 

Capital Cichlid Association 

Meets the second Saturday of each month from 
Sept. through June in Silver Spring, MD. 

http://www.capitalcichlids.org/ 

UPCOMING ***EVENTS*** 
Visit the websites for these clubs for more information on their event if you are interested in attending. Support 
other clubs and they will support ours! 

Click the pic to go to the convention website. 

NADA June 10-13 

 

http://dsas.topcities.com/�
http://www.bcasonline.com/�
http://www.pvas.com/�
http://www.keystonekilly.org/�
http://www.capitalcichlids.org/�
http://www.discusnada.org/show/�


 
 

 

 

All Aquarium Catfish Convention 

Hosted by the Potomac Valley Aquarium Society 

October 21 - 24, 2010 

http://catfish2010.com/�
http://www.midwestbettaclub.net/convention2010.html�
http://www.aca2010.com/�


NEC      News 
 

I announced at our May meeting that the Aquarium Club of Lancaster County is the newest member club of the 
Northeast Council of Aquarium Societies. As the ACLC delegate, I will keep every member of our club 
informed of NEC activities and news both in Tank Tales, on our website and at our monthly meetings. I 
attended the NEC general meeting on June 6th and was very impressed with the NEC. This was a very important 
meeting with the bi-annual election and discussions about the upcoming auction. The newly elected Board of 
Governors is: 

Joe Masi  President Leslie Dick  Member at Large 

David Giza  Vice President Linda Giza  Member at Large 

Joe Dinho  Treasurer Ken Menard  Member at Large 

Fran Masi  Rec. Secretary Frank Policastro  Member at Large 

Christine Policastro  Corr. Secretary Nancy Villars  Member at Large 

 James White  Member at Large 

The NEC offers our club an opportunity to share and participate in many of the events of all 20 sister 
organizations. We will be posting the events of the other NEC member clubs on our website and in Tank Tales. 
I encourage all of our members to take this opportunity to attend the meetings, auctions and shows of the other 
clubs whenever possible. There is nothing better than a fish club road trip. The NEC has some special programs 
that we can participate in such as, the Breeder Participation Program, the Articles Competition and the Exhibitor 
Competition. I will have more information of these at our meeting or you can check them out at the NEC 
Website (http://northeastcouncil.org). The next event that I would really encourage every member of the ACLC 
to participate in is the NEC Summer Auction on August 15th. The NEC could use members to assist in the 
operation of the auction and this would be a great chance for us to get our feet wet in preparation for our own 
auction next spring. I will be going up to help, and invite anyone that wants to help to join me. You will also 
have the opportunity to sell or buy fish or dry goods that will be brought in by members of the other 19 member 
societies. Let’s take this chance to show the other clubs what a great club we have here in Lancaster! 

 -Kurt 
NEC Calendar of Events 

 
2010 

June 13  NAS Benefit Auction 
June 26-27 PVWG&K Show 
July 11 NAS Pig Roast & Pot Luck Party 
August 14 NEC Board Meeting 
August 15 NEC Auction 
Sept. 10-12 TFSRI Show & Auction 
Sept. 19 NHAS Auction 
Sept. 26 NEC General Meeting 

 
 
Oct. NAS Show & Auction 
Oct. 15-17 NJAS Show & Auction 
Nov. 7 TFCB Auction 
Nov. 14 NEC Board of Governors Meeting 
Dec. 5 NEC General Meeting 
****************************************** 

2011 
March 25-27 NEC Annual Convention   

http://northeastcouncil.org/�


 
 

Our national sponsors have donated products to make our club a success. Please 
support them. To get information about their products, click the name and you will go 
directly to their website.  

Hikari Sales USA Inc. Aquarium Products Mars Fishcare 
Air, Water, & Ice K and A Imports Boyd Enterprises 

Ginger Inc. Kent Marine Kordon 
Sachs Systems Aquaculture Penn Plax Pet Products Python Products Inc. 

Red Sea Max Seachem Labs Inc. Tropical Science Biolabs 
Vitakraft Pet Products Marc Weiss Companies Inc. Danner Manufacturing. Inc. 
Hawkeye International Drs Foster and Smith Tetra Products 

Rolf C. Hagen Corp. San Francisco Bay Brand Bow Tie Press/Fish Channel 
Cichlid Press Blue Zoo Radio Zoo Med Laboratories Inc. 
Spectrapure Aquadine Nutritional 

Systems 
Aquatic Life LLC 

Aquarium Guys  Kingfish Services.net 

Support Your Club! 
Products donated by the above listed manufacturers as well as the local sponsors are used to raise funds 
for our club. These items are auctioned or raffled off to raise money so that we can have an interesting 
program every month. First, we have a door prize for members who attend the meeting - you get one 
entry for attending. Next, we have our regular raffle. Tickets are $1 each, 7 for $5, and 15 for $10. And 
remember, you get a free ticket for wearing ACLC clothing to the meeting, and if you bring a new 
member to the meeting. The new member also gets a free ticket. Prizes are goodie bags filled with fish 
food, water conditioners, reptile packages, and decorations. There may also be a filter, book or other 
larger item as well. Well worth it if you win, and everyone is a winner because it supports the club! 

 

The Swap Shop 
 
Have something to sell or trade? Looking for something? Get the word out! Send your ads to 
mrkillie@comcast.net by the first Saturday of the month. All ads will run 3 issues unless I am 
informed otherwise. Please let me know if items you are selling have been sold. 
 

There are no current listings in the Swap Shop. 

http://www.hikariusa.com/�
http://www.aq-products.com/�
http://www.marsfishcare.com/�
http://www.airwaterice.com/�
http://www.fdpp.net/?�
http://chemi-pure.com/�
http://www.gingerinc.com/�
http://www.kentmarine.com/�
http://www.novalek.com/�
http://aquaculturestore.com/�
http://www.pennplax.com/Welcome.html�
http://www.pythonproducts.com/�
http://www.redseamax.com/redseamax/250Temp/redseamax/index.html�
http://www.seachem.com/�
http://www.tsbiolabs.com/�
http://www.vitakraft.de/�
http://www.marcweissco.com/index.html�
http://www.cichlidpress.com/�
http://hawkeyeaquarium.com/�
http://www.drsfostersmith.com/�
http://www.tetra-fish.com/TetraFish.home�
http://www.hagen.com/usa/�
http://www.sfbb.com/�
http://www.fishchannel.com/�
http://www.cichlidpress.com/�
http://www.bluezooradio.com/�
http://www.zoomed.com/cm/Home.html�
http://www.spectrapure.com/�
http://www.aquadine.com/�
http://www.aquadine.com/�
http://www.aquaticlife.com/�
http://www.aquariumguys.com/�
http://www.kingfishservices.net/�
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BAP Report by Jay Stephan 

 

These fish come from Lake Victoria. They may be 
considered endangered since Lake Victoria has 
several problems. For one, Lake Victoria has a 
major pollution problem. Secondly, Nile perch were 
added to the lake to provide a source of food for the 
people living near it. As a result most of the native 
cichlid population has either been destroyed by the 
pollution or eaten by the Nile perch.  

Kenya gold are a mildly aggressive fish that mix 
well with a number of other African cichlids. They 
grow only to about three inches. Males show some 
gold on their body and some red on their fins. 
Females tend to be more brown.  

I bought some of these fish from Old World Exotic 
Fish Farm when I first started my business in late 
2007. Some of the original fish I purchased 
spawned producing nice fry. In time I sold the 
original mated pair. Some of their fry have now 
grown up and spawned a new batch of fry. The fry I 
am donating are from the second generation of these 
fish that I have kept.   

My tanks have a mixture of cichlid stones on the 
bottom, and sponge filters. I depend on a drip 
system to change 10 to 15% of their water twice a 
week. Once a month, I clean their stones and do a 
large 40 to 50% water change. This is when 

spawning tends to occur. I have placed four inch 
long PVC pipe of various diameters ranging from 
one inch to two inches, on top of the stones, in these 
tanks.  My African cichlids use them both as a 
hiding place and a place to spawn. 

When I discover a mother is holding babies in her 
mouth, I move her to a smaller, 15 gallon, tank, by 
herself to safely have her babies. Once the babies 
are born, I move the mother to an empty tank and 
start to feed her well. After three days, she normally 
is able to be return to her original tank with her 
mate.  

Fry remain in the 15 gallon tank and are fed a 
powder type food until they become large enough to 
eat regular food. When they have grown to one inch 
in size, I consider them to be juveniles and they are 
moved to my 20 gallon tanks. When possible, they 
are mixed with up to two other types of compatible 
African cichlid juveniles, so they learn to adapt to 
live with other fish in a community tank. As they 
continue to grow, they are moved to larger tanks 
and mixed with more compatible fish until they sell. 
Juveniles are only sold locally until they reach two 
inch or larger size, when I consider them to be sub-
adults. Sub-adults and adults are sold locally or are 
shipped to buyers overnight. 

  

 
 

 

 

The ACLC is well represented in the 2009 FAAS Publication Awards. Take a look..... 

Category Description Place Author Article Title 
6 Best Exchange Column 2nd Kurt Johnston Piscatorial Pearls, February 2009 

27 Best Cartoon 1st Bob Kulesa Topical Tank, April 2009 

27 Best Cartoon 2nd Bob Kulesa Topical Tank, January 2009 

29 Best Article-All Other 
Categories 

HM Bob Kulesa Triops - The Oldest Living 
Animal Species 

Click here for a complete listing of the awards. You can read the first place article in most categories by 
clicking the link for that category. Congratulations Bob and Kurt - GREAT JOB!!!! 

http://faas.info/2009_publication_awards_winners.html�


If you weren's there, here's what you missed.... 

The May Meeting of the ACLC 
 

 

The May 2010 meeting of the ACLC was the best 
one of the year so far! If you missed it, here's what 
happened. As is now our usual, we met on 
Saturday afternoon at "That Fish Place". We had a 
great program with Rick Borstein talking about 
how he breeds cichlids. Rick gave everyone some 
great advice. He also provided insight into why 

some cichlids do what they do.      

There were 41 members in attendance. We also 
had 4 visitors. We again had many healthy looking 
fish and some nice plants in the auction. As a 
special treat, Rick brought some fish from his 
Chicago friends for our auction in a club box 
exchange. Several members of the ACLC 
reciprocated and sent some fish back to Chicago 
with Rick.  

There was our usual door prize for members in 
attendance, as well as our improved raffle for fishy 
goodies. We also finally drew the raffle for the 
Typhoon III RO/DI unit. 

Welcome to our  newest members 

Rick Borstein - Speaker 
Roy Allen – Pottstown, PA 

Jose Fadhel – Harrisburg, PA 
Andrew Lang – Parkville, MD 
Daniel Patton – Lancaster, PA 

Luis Pupo – Bernville, PA 

 

 
 

DON'T MISS 
THE NEXT MEETING! 

 
JUNE 19TH @ 1:00 at 

THAT FISH PLACE 
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