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NEXT MEETING: SATURDAY APRIL 24 @ 1:00 PM 

***4th Saturday due to the Anniversary Sale at TFP*** 
Tony Orso - "Aussie Fishes" 

 
In this issue 

Debbie Rubin's Piscatoral Pearls 
A Visit to the World's Largest Aquarium 

AND MUCH MORE! 



 
 
Tank Tales is the official publication of the Aquarium Club of Lancaster County 
(ACLC). Ten issues of Tank Tales are published annually. Anyone using original 
material from any issue of Tank Tales must return two (2) copies of the publication 
in which the article is published to our exchange editor listed below. The views 
expressed in any material appearing in Tank Tales are those of the authors, and do 
not necessarily express those of the ACLC.  
The ACLC meets on the third Saturday of each month (except July and August) at 
That Fish Place, 237 Centerville Road, Lancaster, PA 17603.  Meetings begin at 
1:00 PM unless otherwise noted. Meetings usually are comprised of a program 
featuring a guest speaker, door prizes, a mini fish auction, with a period allowed 
for mingling and refreshments. The philosophy of the club is such that our 
activities are interesting to both the novice and advanced hobbyist alike. An effort 
is made to keep business to a minimum at the general meetings, with the executive 
board meeting being held monthly as needed on a separate date and time. 
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Fellow Members, 

Above my desk at home is one of those inspirational pictures that says: “THINK POSITIVE – Your life is your 
garden, your thoughts are the seeds. If your life isn’t awesome, you’ve been watering the weeds. ~ Terry 
Prince”.  Now, I don’t know who Terry Prince is, but I really like the thought.  In April of 1972, a few very 
positive thinking people decided that the Aquarium Club of Lancaster County was a good idea.  I am sure that if 
they had “watered the weeds” we wouldn’t be starting our 39th year of existence.  Back in December, the 2009 
and 2010 board members met and we bounced a lot of ideas around and, I know we all weren’t 100% positive 
that our ideas would work.  I had set a few goals for the club and thanks to the hard work and dedication of the 
Board of Directors and the members of this club, we have already surpassed several of those goals.  

I really don’t know what we can expect from this point forward, but the momentum and excitement that has 
been around every meeting has been an inspiration.  We have had tremendous growth, with 40% of our current 
members joining in the first 3 months of 2010.  One of the many positive things I have seen is that there are a 
great number of new and old ideas being talked about.  We are in the planning stages of an auction, the club 
picnic is coming back, several people have asked about the Bowl Show and Horticultural Award Program and, 
we are exploring a bid for a national convention.  As the board goes through the planning stages of these lofty 
goals, we will be asking for the assistance and participation of the general membership.  Not only will we need 
your time but, more importantly, we will need your ideas.  I ask every member of the ACLC to remember to 
think positive, “don’t water the weeds” and, as Nelson Mandela said, “It always seems impossible until it’s 
done”.   

 

See you on the 24th! 

                 Kurt 
 

 



From the Editor's Tank 

Hope everyone is doing well and had a 
fine Easter. Easter is a good time of year 
- there is lots of chocolate and other 
candy to be had. Now what I need you 
to do is eat up all that Easter candy, get 
yourself a nice sugar rush, and sit down 
and write some articles! Make a puzzle, 
write some jokes, draw a cartoon. Take 
some pictures. Why? Because I NEED 
STUFF FOR THIS PUBLICATION!!!! I 
have a few articles in my editorial bank, 
but they are all similar. I would like to 
get a variety of material to publish in 
this thing. That is what will make it 
great, and make it stand out among the 
journals from other clubs. We have 
many knowledgeable people in this 
club. If everyone contributes just one 
item every 2 years we will have an 
outstanding publication. We need more 
people to step up and contribute. If 
everyone was like Jay Stephan, I could 
publish a book every month. He just 
joined in January and has already 

submitted 5 articles. All of them are on 
his African cichlids, so I am trying to 
spread them out.  

Let's get some variety into this journal. I 
know people out there like more than 
African cichlids. I know there are 
killifish people out there - I see you at 
the KKG meetings! I know there are 
livebearer people out there - Rit's fish at 
the January auction sold well! Everyone 
likes some kind of catfish. Come on 
folks - I've got 10 year olds and new 
members carrying the load here. Let's 
everyone make a contribution to this 
journal, and it will be the most 
anticipated journal that our exchange 
editors get. I already told you, I hate 
reprinting articles for the sake of 
reprinting an article. If an article is 
outstanding, I have no issue, but I don't 
see the point when most are available 
nowadays on the internet. So let's get 
some original material in to me so 
together we can make Tank Tales great.

 



 

 

***April 24th*** 
4th Saturday 

Tony Orso 
Aussie Fishes 

 

 
 

Schedule for 2010 Tony Orso will be telling us all about the many 
different species of fish from “down under”.  Tony has 
been keeping fish since the age of seven when he got 
his first metal framed aquarium.  A chemistry and 
physics teacher by trade, he has been running a 
wholesale tropical fish business since 1981. He was 
joined by his wife Rose when they started dating nine 
years ago. Tony Orso USA imports from South 
America, Asia, Africa, Europe, and Australia. The 
company has brought a number of first time imports to 
the states.  
Tony and Rose still enjoy the excitement of opening 
boxes of fish from around the world and feel seeing 
something new is akin to the feeling of a child on 
Christmas morning! They live in Vernon, New Jersey 
with three Labradors and a Labrador mix, their four 
legged children. 
 

JOIN THE FUN 
@ 

www.aclcpa.org 

 

May 15 
The Road to Master Breeder 

Rick Borstein 

June 19 
Collecting Aquarium Fishes 

 in Florida 
Chuck Davis 

July 10 
ACLC Annual Shop Hop 

August 21 
***ACLC Picnic*** 

September 18 
The Care and Breeding of the 

Genus Apistogramma 
Sal Silvestri 

October 16 
Spawning Oddball Fish 

Eric Bodrock 

November 20 
TBA 

December 
TBA 




  
 

On Saturday, March 27 we received the sad news that 
the Aquarium Club of Lancaster County lost one of its 
founding members. Jeffrey L. Miller, 58, of 
Washington Boro, passed away peacefully surrounded 
by his loving family at the Essa Flory Hospice Center 
on Thursday, March 25, 2010. He was the husband of 
Tina L. (Sangrey) Miller for 34 years. 

Jeff was well known by many members of the ACLC, 
KKG and the CAKC.  He will be sadly missed by 
all. Some of our members have offered to share their 
memories of Jeff: 

From Pedro Sanchez: 
Many times Jeff Miller, Wayne Calender, Dr. Paul 
Bricknell and myself attended the Keystone Killy 
Group and the Chesapeake Area Killifish Club 
meetings together. I remember Jeff as a very good 
aquarist and African annual killiefish breeder with an 
incredibly good sense of humor.  I remember him as 
being very close to his family; he always had 
something nice to say about his wife and daughter. I 
have seen many fish rooms in my life, but I never saw a 

fish room as clean and organized as Jeff''s fishroom. On one occasion he was telling me about his 
vacation trip to Rincon, Puerto Rico. I remember telling him that I knew many fish friends on the 
island and he was going to be in a good area for collecting. His response was, "Pedro, the last 
thing that my wife wants me to do on our vacation is to go collecting tropical fish", and we both 
laughed about it. The Jeff Miller I knew was an outstanding aquarist and an extraordinary human 
being.  
From Lonny Langione: 
Jeff was a great guy with and even greater sense of humor. I remember the last KKG meeting at 
his house. His fishroom and tanks were spotless. Everyone commented on this to him and then 
finally he admitted that his wife helped him with water changes etc. Then the proverbial question 
came from the guys "does she have a sister". Jeff's father Merv had a small fish shop set up in his 
basement on Rt. 23 in Lancaster city. You had to go down steps in an outside cellar way to get in 
the place. It wasn't real big, but he always had the coolest fish around. Merv was a peach of a 
guy. This place was a hangout for hobbyists. I was working at That Fish Place and I would go to 
Merv's after work. I still long for the days when shops were like this and not like the corporate 
stores of today. Jeff always had a smile on his face. May Jeff rest in peace. I will miss him. 

The Aquarium Club of Lancaster County wishes to express its sincere condolences to the entire 
Miller family and may our friend Jeffrey rest in peace. 

 
 



Breeding Pseudotropheus lombardoi 
BAP Report by Matt Shaffer; Photos by the author 

 
Scientific name:  Pseudotropheus lombardoi 
Common name: Kenyi 
Region:          Rocky shores of Mbenji 

Island in Lake Malawi 
Africa 

pH:  7.2 to 8.6 
Temperature:  72 to 80 degrees F   
Size:   up to 6 inches 
Life span: up to  10 years 

This beautiful specimen from Lake Malawi 
starts life as a electric blue fish with black 
vertical stripes.  With age the males will lose 
their stripes and their blue coloring only to 
become a vibrant yellow fish. 

 Ps. lombardoi are mouthbrooders and can 
breed from a young age. They are fairly easy 
to breed and the females can brood up to 

150 fry at a time depending on her size.  
Brooding can take up to 3 weeks. When the 
female is finished she will spit out the brood 
with the fry already free swimming at 1/4 
inch or better in size.  You should house a 
minimum of 3 females to one male in order  
to reduce the stress to the females while the 
male searches for a mate. 

Ps. lombardoi are omnivores and prefer 
algae over live foods but in your home 
aquarium they will accept a wide variety of 
foods including cichlid flakes and pellets. 

The home aquarium for Ps. lombardoi 
should have a sandy bottom and lots of 
rocks and caves for hiding and breeding.  Ps. 
lombardoi are very aggressive and 
overstocking your tank can curb this 
behavior. 
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THAT FISH PLACE    THAT PET PLACE

SALE
ANNI  ERSARYth

April 17 & 18, 2010

Join Us For Our       

LARGEST
Sale Of The 

Year!

$1�PER�����������������
� ���   GAL�
TANKS

Stand 
Not Included

Our Best 
Tank Deal 
Is Back!

Perfecto 55, 75 & 90 gal 
Standard Black Tanks
(limit 3 tanks per household)

Select Tanks, 
Stands & Canopies

UP TO 20% OFF

Coralife 150 gal.
Oceanic 200 gal.
Instant Ocean & 
Reef Crystals 
160 & 200 gal.

����3���	�1


���
Select Salt Buckets & Boxes

237 Centerville Rd., Lancaster
717.299.5691

Mon.-Sat. 9-9  Sun. 10-6 thatpetplace.com
237 Centerville Rd Lancaster

SAVE UP TO 40% OFF 
OUR EVERYDAY LOW PRICES ON THOUSANDS OF ITEMS



 

PAXTON AQUARIUM & PET SHOP 
Paxton Square 

6033 Allentown Blvd. 
Harrisburg, PA 17112 

Hours: M-F 10am –7pm 
Sat. 10-6pm; Sun 12 noon-4pm 

Owner – Charles Lambiasi 

 TARA - MODERN ARTIST 
610-689-5356, 

E-mai: ABSTRACTACT@yahoo.com 
 

Paintings, sculptures, and fine jewelry 
available for purchase. 10% of sales 
goes to the World Wildlife Fund. 

ZOOTOPIA PETZ 
 7420 Derry St. Harrisburg, PA 17111 

PH (717) 558-PETS 
FAX (413) 691-0935 
Mon-Fri 12 to 7:30 

Sat 10 to 5; Sun 12 to 5 
Scott & Nola Sommer 

 LITITZ ORTHODONTICS 
Michael V. Palasz, DMD, MS 

4-A Tollgate Rd. Lititz, PA 17543 
717-626-0600 

Hours: Mon-Thu 8am - 6pm 
Fri   8am - 12noon 

Specializing in Orthodontics 
for Children and Adults 

ROGER H. STRAUSE, D.D.S. 
Centerville Family Dental 

803 Estelle Drive 
Lancaster, PA  17601 

717-898-9099 

 PETSMART 
Dustin Chambers, Manager 

2405 Covered Bridge Dr.  Suite145 
NE corner of Whitmer Rd. & R30 E. 

Tel.717-393-0820, 
 Fax. 717-394-6384 

M-S(10am –5pm;Sun. 10am-6pm 

JAY A. RIZZO, D.M.D. 
General Dentistry 

Hempfield Center, Suite 100 
930 Red Rose Court 

Lancaster, PA  17603 
717-295-5590 

M-T 8AM-6PM, W-TH 8AM-5PM, FRI 8AM-12PM 

 HIRAM PEOPLES HATCHERY 
Main Street 

New Providence, PA 17560 
717-786-7346 

Hours:  M-F 8-4 Sat 8-12 
Wholesale: Koi, Goldfish, Pond Supplies  

YOUR AD HERE! 
Contact Dave Frehafer: 

717-626-9456 or 
Docdave144@aol.com 

 MARYLAND AQUATIC NURSERIES 
3427 N. Furnace 

Jarrettsville, MD 21084 

410-557-7615 

 

Please support our local sponsors by visiting their businesses and purchasing their 
products and services. They support your club! Underlined sponsors have a website, 
just click on the sponsor's name above and you will be whisked away to their site. 
 
Want to sponsor the ACLC? Contact Dave Frehafer at 717-626-9456 or via e-mail at 
Docdave144@aol.com. Your support is greatly appreciated! 

http://www.cafepress.com/ABSTRACTACT�
mailto:ABSTRACTACT@yahoo.com�
http://www.zootopiapetz.com/�
http://www.lititzortho.com/home.asp�
http://www.marylandaquatic.com/�


 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award Report 
 

Active Members Point Totals 
 

F. Wayne Callender Breeder 
Wayne Callender ......................... 1533 pts 

Grand Master Breeder 
Paul Bricknell ............................. 1211 pts 
David Stephon ............................. 1119 pts 
Pedro Sanchez ............................. 1050 pts 

Master Breeder (None) 
Expert Breeder  

Bob Kulesa* .................................. 786 pts 

Advanced Breeder(None) 
3 Star Breeder  

Bev Newcomer .............................. 330 pts 

2 Star Breeder 
Michael Schrom* .......................... 245 pts 
Jeff Senft ........................................ 165 pts 

1 Star Breeder 
Tom Cavallaro* ............................ 200 pts 
Pat Kelly*...................................... 165 pts 
Brent Shaw* .................................. 155 pts 
Glenn Davies* ............................... 120 pts 
Daniel Sanchez................................ 90 pts 
Dave Frehafer ................................. 90 pts 
Scott Shenk ...................................... 70 pts 
Kurt Johnston .................................. 55 pts 

Other Participants 
Lonny Langione .............................. 35 pts 
Joel Antkowiak ................................ 32 pts 
Jay Stephan ..................................... 32 pts 
Kendall Thoenson ........................... 25 pts 
Matt Shaffer .................................... 16 pts 
Karissa Senft ................................... 10 pts 
Chris Kendig ..................................... 5 pts 
Tara Miller ........................................ 5 pts 
 
 
 

*Breeder has enough points for next higher class 
award but needs to complete more classes for 
award. 

 

Specialist Breeder Awards Report 
Being a new award program, no member has qualified for any 
of the specialist awards.  Several members have completed the 
number of species required for awards but need to complete 
one or more of the other requirements for an award.  Those 
members are listed below each class. 

Class 1 – Livebearers  
Paul Bricknell 
Wayne Callender 
Bob Kulesa 
Pedro Sanchez 
Michael Schrom 
David Stephon 

Class 2 – Catfish  
Wayne Callender 
Bob Kulesa 
Bev Newcomer 

Class 3 – Barbs & Minnows 
David Stephon 

Class 4 – Characins  
Wayne Callender 
David Stephon 

Class 5 – Killifish  
Paul Bricknell 
Wayne Callender 
Pedro Sanchez 
Bob Kulesa 

Class 7 – New World Cichlids  
Bob Kulesa 
Pedro Sanchez 
Jeff Senft 
David Stephon  
Bev Newcomer 

Class 8 – Old World Cichlids 
Bob Kulesa 

Class 12 – U. S. Native Species  
Wayne Callender 

 
 2010 Breeder of the Year Points 

Bev Newcomer................................................ 90 points 
Joel Antkowiak ................................................ 32 points 
Jay Stephan ....................................................... 32 points 
Bob Kulesa ........................................................ 25 points 
Matt Shaffer ..................................................... 16 points 
Wayne Callender ............................................ 13 points 



 
 

Delaware County Aquarium Society 

Meets the 1st Friday of each month from 
Sept. through June at the Springfield 
Township Building, Springfield, PA. 

www.dcas.us 

Diamond State Aquarium Society 

Meets the 2nd Monday of each month 
from Sept. through June at William 
Penn High School in New Castle, DE. 

http://dsas.topcities.com/ 

Bucks County Aquarium Society 

Meets the 1st Thursday of each month 
from Sept. through July at the 
Churchville Nature Center, Churchville, 
PA. 

http://www.bcasonline.com/ 

Potomac Valley Aquarium Society 

Meets the 1st Saturday of each month 
from Sept. through June at the Green 
Acres School in Fairfax, VA 

http://www.pvas.com/ 

NJ Tri-State Tropical Fish Association 

Meets the 1st Thursday of every month 
except July and August at the 
Barrington Municipal Building in 
Barrington, NJ.  

Contact Bill Farrell at 856-428-1431. 

Keystone Killy Group 

Meets the second Saturday of each 
month from Sept. through June (except 
Dec.) at members' homes. 

http://www.keystonekilly.org/ 

Capital Cichlid Association 

Meets the second Saturday of each 
month from Sept. through June in Silver 
Spring, MD. 

http://www.capitalcichlids.org/ 

UPCOMING 
***EVENTS*** 

Visit the websites for these clubs for more 
information on their event if you are 
interested in attending. Support other clubs 
and they will support ours! 

Greater Pittsburgh Aquarium 
Society Spring Auction 

Sunday, April 18, 2010 

North Hampton VFD 
5149 North Pioneer Road 

Gibsonia, PA 15044 

Bucks County Aquarium Society 
Spring Auction 

Saturday April 24, 2010 

Churchville Nature Center 
501 Churchville Lane 
Churchville, PA 18966 

Potomac Valley Aquarium 
Society Spring Auction 

Sunday, April 25, 2010 

Washington Irving Middle School 
8100 Old Keene Mill Road 

Springfield, VA 22152 

http://dsas.topcities.com/�
http://www.bcasonline.com/�
http://www.pvas.com/�
http://www.keystonekilly.org/�
http://www.capitalcichlids.org/�


 
 

BAP Report by Jay Stephan 

These fish come from Lake Malawi. They 
are part of the mbuna group of cichlids from 
this lake. Labidchromis sp. Hongi, or the 
Red Top Kimpuma, are relatively peaceful 
to mildly aggressive fish. These fish mix 
well with a large number of other African 
cichlids that are peaceful to mildly 
aggressive, making them an excellent 
community tank fish. This species grows to 
five to six inches. Males tend to be slightly 
larger than females. Most males develop a 
light blue body with darker vertical lines, 
with orange or yellow on the top of their 
body and dorsal fin. Their face gets a 
combination of either orange or yellow with 
dark black lines. Females tend to become 
more brownish than males. Females also 
usually develop  some orange or yellow on 
their dorsal fins, along with orange under 
their face and lower body. 

I have successfully bred these fish several 
times. I keep one male and at least two 
females in a 20 gallon high predrilled tank. 
My tanks have stones on the bottom, and an 
under gravel filter system. I depend on a 
drip system to change 10 to 15% of their 
water twice a week.  

Once a month I clean their stones and do a 
large 40 to 50% water change. This is when 
spawning tends to occur. I have placed 

pieces of four inch long PVC pipe of various 
diameters ranging from one inch to two 
inches on top of the stones in these tanks.  
These fish use them both as a hiding place 
and a place to spawn. 

When I discover a mother is holding babies 
in her mouth, I move her to a smaller 15 
gallon tank by herself to safely have her 
babies. Once the babies are born, I move the 
mother to an empty tank and start to feed her 
well. After three days, she is normally able 
to be return to her original tank with her 
mate.  

Fry remain in the 15 gallon tank and are fed 
a powdered food until they become large 
enough to eat regular food. When they have 
grown to 1 inch size, I consider them to be 
juveniles and they are moved to my 20 
gallon tanks. When possible, they are mixed 
with up to two other types of compatible 
African cichlid juveniles, so they learn to 
adapt to life with other fish in a community 
tank. As they continue to grow, they are 
moved to larger tanks and mixed with more 
compatible fish until they sell. Juveniles are 
only sold locally until they reach 2 inches or 
larger in size, when I consider them to be 
sub-adults. Sub-adults and adults are sold 
locally or are shipped to buyers overnight 
via Fed Ex.   

 
The Aquarium Club of Lancaster County will once again have a club PICNIC! It is 
going to be held Saturday, August 21, 2010 at Manheim Township Community Park at 
the Kiwanis #2 Pavilion. This is the first time in a while that our club is having the 
picnic due to low participation in the past. So this year, RESERVE THAT DATE FOR 
YOUR FAVORITE FISH CLUB! PUT IT IN YOUR CALENDAR NOW! More 
information will follow in the coming months. Any ideas or suggestions, please feel free 
to contact Pedro Sanchez, Picnic Chair. 



 
 
We just keep adding new members at meetings and on our website!  
There are now 84 registered users of the ACLC Website and the forum is 
getting more active every day. There is lots of good information on 
the forum that you can’t find anywhere else. People are exchanging 
ideas, swapping fish and hardware and, learning about events at 
other clubs and much, much more. We are going to be switching 
hosting companies by the end of april and I will then start looking 
into adding some more features.  We are still coming up #1 on 
Google for anyone searching for an “Aquarium Club in PA! 
Our Facebook page now has 218 Fans! Get on your 
computer and join us for the fun!    

Go to http://www.aclcpa.org today and register! 

 
 

Aquatic Life Search I - Labyrinth 
 

T R I C H O G A S T E R X E Y T U A E B L 

E Y T S I F G N I T H G I F I G H T P R I 

T B A U T Y R A F S H I V A B E T E T U A 

A A S P L B U B B L E N E S T E A N D N T 

L E N S C O L A I S A C H I U R N A T E B 

O R I C H O G N A S T E R L L T E R I I M 

C C H O P B E T T A T E R O U S C S O C O 

O G O U R A M I E C I R O C I L C I S N C 

H A M A C R E D O O R B H T U O M R O I P 

C O D U S O E S I D A R A P P E R C U L K 
 

Trichogaster Betta Anabantids Bubblenest 
Gourami Colisa Fighting Fish Licorice 

Kisser Pearl Combtail Paradise 
Mouthbrooder Brunei Beauty Chocolate 

 

http://www.aclcpa.org/�


PISCATORIAL PEARLS 
A Review by Debbie Rubin 

As always, if you find anything in this column that you would like to read for yourself, please notify our Tank Tales 
editor and he will happily supply you with a copy.  Specify the title and date of the newsletter with each request.  If 
you find something that stirs your interest that you’ve read in any other publication, I invite you to “talk fish” and  
be included as a guest writer for this column. I will gladly share this space with you. 

Now that spring is in the air and the weather 
is getting warmer,  my thoughts turn to pond 
fish and water gardening.  During the long 
winter months I am always amazed at how 
Koi and Goldfish  survive in such cold 
weather without being fed and then make 
the  transition back into the warm weather 
look so easy.  And, this was a particularly 
difficult winter for the mid-Atlantic region 
because of many days of freezing 
temperatures and ice build up. 

I read two articles of interest for this month.  
Fish for Ponds and Water Gardens appeared 
in the May-June 2009 edition of Aquatica, 
the Journal of the Brooklyn Aquarium 
Society, but was first published by Ed 
Katuska in the Wet Pet Gazette from the 
Norwalk Aquarium Society.  Ed begins by 
listing goldfish and Koi as the choice for 
outdoor pond set ups, but  then gives most of 
his attention to discussing  small water 
gardens, such as above ground whiskey 
barrels sawed in half and the different types 
of fish that you can keep in them.  You may 
be surprised to learn that Gambusia affinis, a 
native livebearer, Hemichromis bimaculatus, 
the West African jewel cichlid,  the black 
paradise fish Macropodus concolor, and 
others are among the fish Ed lists as suitable 
to keep in an outdoor, small water garden set 
up. He uses filtration and does weekly water 
changes and also states that these set ups 
need to be dismantled in the fall and the fish 
brought inside. Personally, I had a half 
whiskey barrel set up that required no 
filtration nor did I have to do any water 
changes all summer!  The barrel was set in  
the ground in a spot that received about six 
hours of sunlight per day.   I had submerged 
water plants on inverted pots as well as 
floating water hyacinths. I kept three 
shubunkins in the barrel all summer.  In the 
fall, I  transferred the fish  into a neighbor’s 
large pond. 

Another interesting article, written by Ted 
Coletti, was in the North Jersey Aquarium 
Society’s July 2009 publication.  It was 
entitled A Summer Fish Tub and Water 
Garden Journal.   This is an in-depth article 
describing a tub water garden from  
beginning to end.  For example, Ted set up 
temporary “nursery tubs” and started pond 
plants in March to get an early growing start 
as a result of an observation made earlier in 
the year.  His 70 gallon nursery tubs that 
were not drained from last season had 
collected leaves from the previous fall.  
These tubs had hardly any algae problems 
and clear tinted water.  The plants grown in 
the tubs were amazing.  But the other 
nursery tubs (I can’t tell from the article 
whether or not these other tubs were newly 
started or ones that were not left outdoors) 
were a stinking algae mess and the plants 
did not grow as quickly.  He concludes from 
this observation that there is more going on 
in an aquarium than the mantra of “aerobic 
bacteria for ammonia and nitrite control”.  
There are a lot of biological processes that 
stabilize an aquarium or pond.  Starting 
plants early helps to transfer and establish 
this equilibrium.  He also lists mistakes he 
made and what he did different from the last 
year.    

An aside:  In February I wrote about the The 
Gold “Mickey Mouse” Platy.  I have three 
of these fish in my community tank with no 
intention of breeding them or any other fish.  
Last week I noticed a new addition to the 
tank, a very tiny Mickey Mouse Platy!  It 
was able to survive behind a group of my 
famous hiding plants!  This week, I can see 
the tell-tale markings of the Mickey Mouse 
head on the caudal peduncle.   The fry seem 
to grow fast and he should be large enough 
by next week to come out of the hiding spots 
and swim freely without concern about 
being another fish’s meal.   



Text and photos by Joel and Robin Antkowiak 
 

We decided to take our annual trip to 
Florida during the week following 
Christmas 2009. This time, we decided 
to drive to Orlando to visit Mickey and 
his friends. This would allow us to be 
prepared for unpredictable and 
changing weather during the length of 
the trip with the ease of just packing 
everything we might possibly need in 
our van. It also allowed us to make a 
detour westward on the return trip 
home to Atlanta, home of the Georgia 
Aquarium. 

The Georgia Aquarium is the world's 
largest in more than one way. It houses 
the most volume of water of any 
aquarium, over 8.1 million gallons. But 
the big attraction here is the 6.3 million 
gallon aquarium that was built 
specifically to house whale sharks. The 
aquarium has 4 whale sharks in the 
tank, the largest of which is 24 feet long. 
The tank has a footprint slightly smaller 
than a football field. It also has a tunnel 
so that visitors can walk through the 
tank to view its many inhabitants.  

A whale shark in the 6.3 million gallon tank at the Georgia Aquarium. 



There are, of course, many other species 
housed in the ginormous aquarium, 
including giant groupers, angelfish and 
2 manta rays. Unfortunately, the rays 
did not cooperate with our efforts to 
photograph them. They were about 12 
feet across. The size of the tank and the 
ambient lighting along with the poor 
attitudes of the subjects just made 
photography by amateurs like us very 
difficult.  

The groupers were a bit easier to catch 
on digital film. I was even able to catch a  

A giant grouper. 

shot of the underside of one grouper's 
mouth from inside the tunnel.  

 

Underside of the head of a grouper. 

Sadly, these giant groupers are 
becoming endangered because, quite 
simply, they taste so good! 
Unfortunately, people are catching them 
well before they are mature enough to 
reproduce in the wild. They reach 
lengths of over 5 feet at maturity, and 
can not breed until they reach 2 1/2 feet 
in length.  

Here are some shots of some other 
species that are kept at the Georgia 
Aquarium. 

 

A bass of sorts, I think! 

 

Cute enough to cuttle up to!



 

Takin' on the jellies! 

There are also some of the more 
common aquarium fish on exhibit. 

 

Discus - a whole tank of them! 

 

 

A peacock strutting his stuff! 

 

A festive fellow! 

Of course, no respectable aquarium is 
complete without a touch exhibit. 

 



One last thing I'd like to mention. 
The entry hall is impressive. It is 
wide open with links to the various 
sections of the aquarium like the 
center of a wheel. Music of all 
kinds is played in the atrium. The 
facade of the upper level changes 
colors with the music, enlivening 
the place. Access to each of the 
sections of the aquarium is easy to 
obtain, with no real barriers, except 
the hundreds of people, to avoid. 

 

The Georgia Aquarium is the world's 
largest public aquarium and its 
facilities include the world's single 
largest aquarium at over 6.3 million 
gallons. The aquarium has many 
things to see and do, with an 
abundance of large aquariums and 
activities for children of all ages. The 
living specimens are all healthy and 
seem happy. If you ever get the chance 
to see it, by all means do. You will 
remember it fondly for years to come. 

2010 NATIONAL CONVENTIONS 
The ACLC is a proud sponsor of the ALA, AKA ,and ACA Conventions.

American Livebearer Association 
Detroit, Michigan 

April 22-25 www.ala2010.com/ 

American Killifish Association 
Cleveland, Ohio 

May 28-30 www.aka.org 

North American Discus Association 
Dallas, Texas 

June 10-13 http://www.discusnada.org/ 

International Betta Congress 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

June 24-27 www.ibcbettas.org 

American Cichlid Association  
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

July 22-25 www.aca2010.com 

North American Native Fishes Assoc. 
Ash Meadows, Nevada 

October 14-19 www.nanfa.org 

http://www.discusnada.org/�


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, July 10th 2010 
The Aquarium Club of Lancaster County will be taking a Road Trip to 
New Jersey for our Annual Shop Hop.  The itinerary will be as follows: 

 

 
 
 
 

We will meet at That Fish Place (rear parking lot) 
 at 7:00 AM and will depart at 7:20 SHARP! 

Returning when we are finished! 
 

Bring a styro and plenty of money! 
Members and Guests are welcome to join us! 

 

Shark Aquarium, Hillside, NJ 

The Pet Shanty, Scotch Plains, NJ 

Adam's Pet Safari, Chester, NJ 

Stopping for Dinner at the Chester Diner 

Returning to Shop at That Fish Place before closing! 

 

http://www.sharkaquarium.com/index.cfm�
http://petshanty.com/�
http://adamspetsafari.com/index.html�


SPRING AUCTION

GREATER PITTSBURGH AQUARIUM SOCIETY

Registration starts at 9:30 am

Sunday April 18th 2010

Auction starts at 11 am

For More Information:
Bill Sensor 724-845-7171
Cell: 412-558-9490
wsensor@comcast.net

Don Tuttle 724-327-5163
djtuttlefish@comcast.net

 North Hampton VFD
5149 North Pioneer Road

Gibsonia, PA 15044

PA Turnpike, Exit 39, Butler Valley
Go North-Route 8

First light at East & West Hardies road turn LEFT
Take the first LEFT onto North Pioneer.  Fire hall is on RIGHT

Now back at our 
old location just off 
the 
PA Turnpike!!!

If you are attending our auction as a seller, even one item, and traveling in 
from an area outside of Western PA region, we are offering to help cover 
some of your travel expense!! When you register your item(s) to be 
auctioned off, inform the auction committee that you are from ‘out of 
town’ (any area code other than 412,724,878). You will be issued a credit 
slip valued for $6 that can be used for any single auction item that you bid 
on and win that day. Only one credit issued per family and only good the  
day of the auction.

 (UPDATE: The Credit slip has no cash value and can not be exchanged for cash 
and is void after the auction.)

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
Please bring your friends!!!!

GPASI
WWW.GPASI.ORG

P.O. BOX 22452
Pittsburgh, PA.

15222-0452



 
 

Our national sponsors have donated products to make our club a success. Please 
support them. To get information about their products, click the name and you will go 
directly to their website.  

Hikari Sales USA Inc. Aquarium Products Mars Fishcare 
Air, Water, & Ice K and A Imports Boyd Enterprises 

Ginger Inc. Kent Marine Kordon 
Sachs Systems Aquaculture Penn Plax Pet Products Python Products Inc. 

Red Sea Max Seachem Labs Inc. Tropical Science Biolabs 
Vitakraft Pet Products Marc Weiss Companies Inc. Danner Manufacturing. Inc. 
Hawkeye International Drs Foster and Smith Tetra Products 

Rolf C. Hagen Corp. San Francisco Bay Brand Bow Tie Press/Fish Channel 
Cichlid Press Blue Zoo Radio Zoo Med Laboratories Inc. 
Spectrapure Aquadine Nutritional 

Systems 
Aquatic Life LLC 

Aquarium Guys  Kingfish Services.net 

Support Your Club! 
Products donated by the above listed manufacturers as well as the local sponsors are used to raise funds 
for our club. These items are auctioned or raffled off to raise money so that we can have an interesting 
program every month. Our monthly raffle is now expanded. First, we have a door prize for members 
who attend the meeting - you get one entry for attending.  

Next, we still have our regular raffle, but the prizes are bigger and better. Tickets are now $1 each, 7 for 
$5, and 15 for $10. And remember, you get a free ticket for wearing ACLC clothing to the meeting, and if 
you bring a new member to the meeting. The new member also gets a free ticket. Prizes are goodie bags 
filled with fish food, water conditioners, 
reptile packages, and decorations. Well 
worth it if you win, and everyone is a 
winner because it supports the club! 

We now also have a special raffle that takes 
place over several months. Tickets are $1 
each and the prize is excellent. The first one, 
to be drawn at the May 2010 meeting, is a 75 
gallon per day RO/DI Unit donated by Air, 
Water & Ice. It is pictured at right. In 
addition to the RO/DI Unit, the winner will 
receive  a $50 gift certificate to Air, Water & 
Ice to spend how they please - replacement 
filters, adapters for your plumbing, etc. 
Tickets will be sold at each meeting from 
January through May and the prize will be 
drawn in May. 

http://www.hikariusa.com/�
http://www.aq-products.com/�
http://www.marsfishcare.com/�
http://www.airwaterice.com/�
http://www.fdpp.net/?�
http://chemi-pure.com/�
http://www.gingerinc.com/�
http://www.kentmarine.com/�
http://www.novalek.com/�
http://aquaculturestore.com/�
http://www.pennplax.com/Welcome.html�
http://www.pythonproducts.com/�
http://www.redseamax.com/redseamax/250Temp/redseamax/index.html�
http://www.seachem.com/�
http://www.tsbiolabs.com/�
http://www.vitakraft.de/�
http://www.marcweissco.com/index.html�
http://www.cichlidpress.com/�
http://hawkeyeaquarium.com/�
http://www.drsfostersmith.com/�
http://www.tetra-fish.com/TetraFish.home�
http://www.hagen.com/usa/�
http://www.sfbb.com/�
http://www.fishchannel.com/�
http://www.cichlidpress.com/�
http://www.bluezooradio.com/�
http://www.zoomed.com/cm/Home.html�
http://www.spectrapure.com/�
http://www.aquadine.com/�
http://www.aquadine.com/�
http://www.aquaticlife.com/�
http://www.aquariumguys.com/�
http://www.kingfishservices.net/�
http://www.airwaterice.com/�
http://www.airwaterice.com/�
http://www.airwaterice.com/�
http://www.airwaterice.com/�



by Bob Bock 

Bob Bock is a member of the North American Native Fishes Association. Information is available at www.nanfa.org. 

 

More than 10 years later, I still remember the 
first longnose dace I ever caught. I was 
collecting alone, in a small feeder stream. I 
lifted a rock from the streambed and took a 
swipe beneath it with my handnet. A 
brownish cylindrical fish writhed in the net.  
At first glance, I thought it was a fantail 
darter, which were common in the stream.  
After a closer look, I saw that it was different 
than any darter I’d ever seen.  For starters, it 
had a forked tail.  It’s snout, long and fleshy, 
tapered to a rounded point.  It’s eyes, too, 
seemed just a tad too big for its head. 

Taken together, the eyes and the rounded 
snout gave it a gawky, cartoonish appearance, 
like Opus the penguin or Big Bird from 
Sesame Street.  In the aquarium, however, my 
newly acquired fish was anything but gawky. 

The fish didn’t try to hide, but headed straight 
into the filter outflow, it’s long fins 
outstretched, barely moving, and gliding 
gracefully into the onrushing water. It 
reminded me of an airplane gliding, and I 
started calling it the airplane fish. 

The longnose dace (Rhinichthys cataractae) 
is the most widely distributed of all the North 
American minnows, having naturally 
occurring populations from the east coast to 
the west coast, from the Arctic Circle to the 
North of Mexico. 

Like many darters and sculpins, longnose 
dace are superbly adapted for life in the riffles 
of a fast-flowing stream.  It’s torpedo shaped 
body and downward pointing snout allow it to 
hug the bottom, keeping it from being swept 
away by the fast current. 

The longnose dace’s swimbladder is small, 
almost rudimentary.  Under such conditions, a 
well developed swim bladder would be a 
detriment, and the fish would be carried away 
by the current.  However, populations of 
longnose dace from a less turbulent 
environment—those living in lakes—have a 
larger swim bladder, to provide them with the 
necessary buoyancy. 

In the aquarium, longnose dace are peaceful, 
moderately active, and will take almost all 
types of frozen, live, and prepared foods.  The 
longnose dace in my tank thrived on soaked 
cichlid pellets. 

In the wild, longose dace rest from the current 
by holding under rocks and other cover.  
Because they aren’t out in the open, 
collecting them can be a challenge.  If you’re 
by yourself, you can collect them by propping 
a seine open just below a riffle.  Weigh the 
bottom down with a few small stones to keep 
fish from getting under it.  Kick and shuffle 
toward the seine.  With any luck, you’ll 
dislodge a few dace and they’ll drift down 
into the net. 

In captivity, longnose dace have 
comparatively few requirements, other than 
lots of cool, clean water.  A large outside box 
filter or even a powerhead can provide the 
necessary current.  A few strategically placed 
rocks placed just downstream of the current, 
will provide a convenient resting place. 

Longnose dace are gravel spawners, 
scattering their eggs on the bottom before 
swimming away. In the wild, males 
sometimes develop striking colors during 
spawning season, getting a yellow or reddish 
cast to their fins, red snouts and lips, and a 
mid-lateral stripe of rust-orange or orange-
brown.  Unfortunately, however, these colors 
usually fade after the fish is introduced to the 
aquarium. 

I’ve never been fortunate enough to have this 
fish spawn in my aquarium, but available 
accounts recommend a cooling period to 
simulate winter conditions.  Short day lengths 
of 8 hours or so may also help.  Over a period 
of two to three weeks, feed the fish heavily, 
and do frequent water changes.  Gradually 
increase the temperature and the day length 
until the fish begin to spawn. 

Although it may not be the most attractive 
aquarium fish, the longnose dace is easy to 
care for and it’s quirky, oddball grace makes 
it an attractive addition to a show aquarium. 



The Swap Shop 
 
Have something to sell or trade? Looking for something? Get the word out! Send your ads to 
mrkillie@comcast.net by the first Saturday of the month. All ads will run 3 issues unless I am 
informed otherwise. Please let me know if items you are selling have been sold. 
 

LIVE CULTURED BLACKWORMS 
Cultured blackworms are blackworms that 
are grown under controlled conditions. 
They are grown using clean, cold water and 
are fed a special grain that contains no 
animal products or any waste products. 
They are free of parasites and pathogens. 

Call 717-898-7224 (leave message)  
EXPIRES 4/10 

 

GRINDAL WORM AND 
WHITE WORM CULTURES 

I have found that some people have had 
trouble setting up worm cultures on foam 
medium. So here's the deal. Bring a shoe 
box size container to the meeting and I will 
bring it back to the next meeting with a 
fully developed culture of the worms of 
your choice. This culture will last for years 
with minimal care. Call if you must or just 
bring the container to the meeting. $3.00 
culture. Bob Kulesa 610-376-2313. EXPIRES 
4/10 

 

FOR SALE 
Free fish-related website space available to 
club members. You can buy your own 
domain name and host it for free, or else 
share either the fishroom.net or 
myfishroom.com names with a URL like 
http://coolfish.fishroom.net. Contact Dennis 
Heltzel for more information at 
Dennis@Fishroom.net. EXPIRES 4/10 
 

FOR SALE 
Standard airline tubing ....................... $0.10/ft 
More than 20 ft. .................................... $0.08/ft 
Contact Dave Frehafer at 717-626-9456 
before the meeting and he will bring it to 
the next meeting. EXPIRES 4/10 

 
 

VISIT The  
aCLC SToRe! 

Get all your club paraphernalia at the 
ACLC store. Just click the club logo 
below and you will be whisked away to 
a place where you can buy a club T-
shirt, coffee mug, gym bag, tote bag, 
bumper stickers, magnets, travel mug, 
and more...even unmentionables (so I 
won't mention them!). Support your 
club! Visit the ACLC Club store today! 
Go ahead, click the logo - you know you 
want to! 

mailto:mrkillie@comcast.net�
http://www.cafepress.com/aclcpa�


Just in case you missed it.... 

The March Meeting of the ACLC 
 

 

The March 2010 meeting of the ACLC was 
just excellent! If you missed it, here's what 
happened. We again met on Saturday 
afternoon at "That Fish Place". We had a 
great program with Kris Weinhold and 
friends explaining and demonstrating how 
to set up an aquascaped aquarium.  He 
showed various planting techniques and 
shared his knowledge on keeping the 
system alive and growing.      

There were 36 members in attendance, 
which included 3 new members. We also 
had 9 visitors. We again had many healthy 
looking fish and a wealth of nice plants in 
the auction, with some BAP donations. 
Speaking of the BAP, there have been quite 
few spawns reported by our members this 
year. Great job so far!  

There was our usual door prize for 
members in attendance, as well as our 
improved raffle for fishy goodies. Last but 
certainly not least, we  continued the raffle 
for a Typhoon III RO/DI unit that will be 
drawn at our May meeting. 

Welcome to our  newest members 

The word about the ACLC is out!-They 
are joining us any way they can! 

At the March Meeting 
Kris Weinhold – Speaker 

Rick Bell 

Michael Mull 

At the March CCA Meeting 
Francine Bethea 

Via the USPS 
Michael Steffen Sr. 

 

DON'T MISS 
THE NEXT MEETING 

 

APRIL 24 @ 1:00 at 
THAT FISH PLACE 
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