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Tank Tales is the official publication of the Aquarium Club of Lancaster County (ACLC). Ten 
issues of Tank Tales are published annually. Anyone using original material from any issue of 
Tank Tales must return two (2) copies of the publication in which the article is published to our 
exchange editor listed below. The views expressed in any material appearing in Tank Tales are 
those of the authors, and do not necessarily express those of the ACLC.  
The ACLC meets on the third Saturday of each month (except July and August) at That Fish 
Place, 237 Centerville Road, Lancaster, PA 17603. Meetings begin at 1:00 PM unless otherwise 
noted. Meetings usually are comprised of a program featuring a guest speaker, door prizes, a 
mini fish auction, with a period allowed for mingling and refreshments. The philosophy of the 
club is such that our activities are interesting to both the novice and advanced hobbyist alike. 
An effort is made to keep business to a minimum at the general meetings, with the executive 
board meeting being held monthly as needed on a pre-established date and time. 
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Cover: The ACLC 75 gallon aquarium set up at the Lancaster Pet Expo, Dec. 4-5, 2010. Fish 
were supplied by Jay Stephan of "Cichlids Are Special". Photo by Joel Antkowiak. 



 

Fellow Members, 

 

"A snowflake is one of the most fragile creations, but look what they can do when they stick 
together!" 

I am not sure where I saw that quote, but I find it quite apropos at this time of year. It seems that whether it 
is our families, our co-workers or our fellow hobbyists, everything seems to work out better when 
everybody sticks together and works toward the same goal. It always seems that the holiday season brings 
together all the family and friends to enjoy each other’s company and share the fabulous food that is offered.  
As a club we have had a wonderful year. We have almost doubled our membership, had some great speaker 
programs, renewed the club picnic and have made our presence known to hobbyists and clubs around the 
world. Much of this was made possible by the great teamwork and collaboration of the members of the 
ACLC. 

Now we have to look forward to 2011! There are some great events happening in our region next year as we 
have the ACA and AKA conventions in the Baltimore – Washington area, and the ALA convention will be 
a short drive away in Cleveland. This is in addition to the NEC convention and all the clubs in the area with 
their auctions. Make your plans now and let's see if we can make a BIG showing of ACLC members at all 
of these events! 

We have a Board meeting planned on December 18th where we will be making our plans for next year.  
Please try to attend and bring all of your ideas. We can’t read everybody’s minds and need that input to 
make 2011 even more successful than 2010. Get involved – this is YOUR CLUB! 

 

 

See you on the 11th! 

                 Kurt 



From the Editor's Tank 
Well, this is the last issue of Tank Tales for 2010 
and while it may seem like my work is done for the 
year, it is not. I now have to prepare our club's 
package to submit to the Federation of American 
Aquarium Societies for the national awards. I think 
Tank Tales has come a long way this year, and I 
expect to see ACLC members all over those awards 
when they are announced next year. I feel there 
were some excellent articles written for the journal 
this year, along with our usual excellent review 
column and comic strip, which have won awards in 
the past.  

I also must start thinking about next year. While 
Tank Tales has improved, it can be better still. We 
had a nice showing at the Lancaster Pet Expo and it 
would be nice to send out an impressive issue in 
January to catch those peoples' attention. There are 
a lot of folks in this club, yet most of the 
contributions were made by a precious few of them. 

Everyone in the club has something to share I am 
sure, whether it be knowledge, experience, photos, 
artwork or their sense of humor. We have had a 9 
year old contribute a word search, a 10 year old add 
an excellent article on guppies, contributions from 
some newer members and some who have been 
around the club for a while - all the way up to one 
of our founders, who wrote about the club's birth. If 
everyone in this club would just contribute one item 
each year - an article, a joke, a puzzle, a photo, a 
drawing - Tank Tales would be incredible. 

See you at the party! 

Happy Holidays!  
 

 
 

 
 



 

The ACLC 
Holiday Party 

Woo Hoo!  We are having a party! 

Where: Lancaster Farm and Home Center 
            1383 Arcadia Road, Lancaster PA 

 
     When: Saturday,  December 11th at 2:00PM 

 

We will have tons of Great Food 

some well deserved awards will be presented  

and lots of fantastic conversation. 

 

This event is open to ALL ACLC Members and their families! 

Come celebrate the holidays with your fellow club members! 

 

Please RSVP by December 9th to Pedro Sanchez at 
3d1psanchez@comcast.net 

or give Pedro a call at (717) 569-3727 
 

LET PEDRO KNOW HOW MANY CHILDREN WILL BE IN YOUR PARTY ! 
 

Please bring a dish to share and let Pedro know what you are bringing!  

http://www.farmandhomecenter.com/�
mailto:3d1psanchez@comcast.net�


PISCATORIAL PEARLS 
A Review by Debbie Rubin 
Fellow Fish Friends: 

It’s been my pleasure to share articles with you 
from newsletters around the country and Canada.  I 
know my tenure in this position was short term – 
compared to my 16 years as the club’s  treasurer – 
but I’ve enjoyed this position very much and look 
forward to participating in other ways with the club 
at some level. Thank you for reading! 

Ethical Fishkeeping. I read this article in 
Something’s Fishy, Tropical Fish Club of Erie 
County, Inc., April 2009 issue. The piece was 
written by Caz van Slyck.  The definition of Ethics:  
a set of principles of correct conduct or a theory or 
system of moral values.  Applied to pets, this means 
that the pet owner will do all within his or her 
power to ensure that the pet leads a long and 
comfortable life. Caz continues about why ethics 
are important in fish keeping, what the law means 
for fish keepers, what constitutes fish cruelty, wild-
caught fish versus captive bred fish, and how can 
the fish keeper help prevent cruelty. This is a very 
interesting read and it’s something we don’t often 
think about. 

In the March/April 2010 issue of Cichlid Tales (the 
official newsletter of the Texas Cichlid 
Association), I read a (Reuters) article listing the 
pros and cons about the huge hydroelectric dam 
approved in Brazil’s Amazon. The Brazilian 
government has granted an environmental license 
for the construction of a controversial hydroelectric 
dam in the heart of the Amazon rainforest.  
Environmental groups say the project, which also 
includes creating a waterway to transport 
agricultural commodities grown in the Amazon, 
would damage the sensitive ecosystem and threaten 
some fish species. Rock star and environmental 
activist Sting has traveled to Brazil to call for more 
debate over the building of the dam. This was not in 
the article, but I wanted to find out more about the 
proposed dam. You can read more for yourself if 
you Google Hydroelectric dam in Brazil’s Amazon, 
many Web sites will pop up about this issue.  Some 
that I found interesting are:   

Hydroelectric Dam in Brazil 

and  International Rivers. 

In other environmental issues, I read an article in 
(again) Cichlid Tales, July/August 2009, by Gerold 
Firl, The Pomerado Newspaper Group, 
MyLocalNews.com, about The Sacramento Delta 
and the little Delta Smelt.  This very small fish  
feeds directly on the planktonic base of the food 
chain, and in turn is food to larger fish (Chinook 
salmon) and water birds.   When the smelt go away, 
the species which feed on them go away as well.  
Their numbers are small now and continue to 
decrease. The main cause is by ecological 
degradation due to pollution, development, and 
freshwater diversion. The Sacramento Delta is the 
primary freshwater inlet to the San Francisco Bay.  
I’m going to quote directly from the article here, 
because I love the message: “Some people complain 
about the judicial rulings restricting freshwater 
diversion from the delta to feed Southern California 
lawns, golf courses and avocado farms. They 
consider themselves hard-headed realists and clear-
eyed conservatives, in contrast to pointy-headed 
environmentalists who never met a tree they didn’t 
want to hug or a furry critter they didn’t want to 
cuddle, who love spotted owls more than the manly 
lumberjacks, with their practical flannels and trusty 
axe. They think environmental protection is a 
boondoggle or joke”. Many Web sites are dedicated 
to this issue but here are a couple if you want to 
learn more: 

Delta Smelt War 

and Delta Smelt Recovery. 

As always, if you find anything in this column that 
you would like to read for yourself, please notify 
our Tank Tales editor and he will happily supply 
you with a copy. Specify the title and date of the 
newsletter with each request.    

****************************************** 
EDITOR: I want to thank Debbie for writing the 
Piscatorial Pearls this past year. I firmly believe she 
has continued the tradition in the ACLC of having a 
strong review column and that it will show when 
the FAAS awards are announced in 2011.  

We now need someone to step up and continue the 
tradition. Let me know if you are interested.   

http://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/energy/stories/huge-hydroelectric-dam-approved-in-brazils-amazon�
http://www.internationalrivers.org/node/5236�
http://therealbarackobama.wordpress.com/2009/02/21/the-california-water-v-delta-smelt-war�
http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/delta_smelt.htm�
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SELECT 
PERFECTO 
TANKS 
20H, 20L, 29, 37,  
55 & 75 gallon

Valid 12/1-12/31, 2010 at That Fish Place retail store on listed in-stock items only 
while supplies last. 37 gal. only available in black. $1 per gallon pricing does not 
include tax. Limit 1 tank per size and color per customer. Not valid with sale items, 
other offers or prior purchases. Valid on items 212238, 211925, 212180, 212176, 
212191, 212198, 238821, 212232, 211995, 211967 & 211806.

Available in oak or black 

SELECT TANKS  
SOLD AT COST
You pay what we pay!

$1
per gallon

All offers valid while supplies last

�
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anything less wouldn’t be
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Available in four  
fun styles!THAT FISH PLACE T-SHIRTS

$14.99
$17.99

School Shark

Stress Blows

Front

Back

Frag U

Back

Front

Just Glue It

Sleeve

Front

Front

HUGE SAVINGS!

Sales valid 12/1-12/31/2010  
on in-stock items only.   
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NET WT 4 oz (113 g) ACTUAL SIZE

Perfect for Loaches, Catfish & Other Bottom Feeders

Contains Spirulina for Natural Coloration 

Fortified with Stabilized Vitamin C
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NET WT 2.5 oz (70 g) ACTUAL SIZE

Contains Spirulina for Natural Coloration

Fortified with Stabilized Vitamin C
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NOW 
AVAILABLE!
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All Penguin, Emperor 
& Eclipse Replacement 

Cartridges

All Visi-Therm Deluxe 
& Stealth Pro Heaters

All Tetramin ProductsAll Tetra iimin PProducts

30

All Whisper Bio-Bags Select  
API Products

212191, 21

20

10 Reef Crystals 
& Instant Ocean 
160 & 200 gal.  

������ � ��

��

Perfect 
for Any 

Pet Lover!



NEC News 
 

 
A lot of news from the Northeast Council this month.  First is that I have been chosen by the Board of 
Governors to fulfill the seat on the board that was left open with the passing of longtime board member Jim 
White in August.  This is quite an honor for me and I am very proud to represent our club as an NEC Member at 
Large.  The convention planning is in full swing and the list of speakers is really looking GREAT!  Speakers 
confirmed so far are: 

Wolfgang Staeck – Berlin, Germany. Speaking on Angelfish and South American Dwarf Cichlids  

David Burochowitz – Editor in Chief of TFH Magazine will referee our Friday night program on the Breeder’s 
Competition and be our keynote speaker at the Saturday morning breakfast, speaking on the state of the hobby, 
past, present and future.  

Kris Weinhold – From GWAPA, he will share his easy plan for setting up a hobbyist’s planted tank  

Ad Konings – Rift lake Cichlids  

Mike Hellweg – The TFH Breeder’s Competition and the Joy of Keeping Goldfish  

Ted Judy – The TFH Breeder’s Competition and another program TBD. Sponsored in part by the ACA 
Speaker’s Program and ZooMed.  

Eric Bodrock – Breeding Oddball Catfish  

Andy Rhyne – The Cutting Edge of Marine Aquaculture  

And there are more speakers to be announced!   

Let’s all make plans to attend and show the other clubs of the NEC how much of an impact the ACLC can have! 

    

~Kurt Johnston – Your delegate to the NEC 

 

ACLC Board Meeting 
When: Saturday,  December 18th 2010 at 12:00 Noon 

Where: Venice Pizza and Pasta, 3079 Columbia Ave., Lancaster  

For directions and to view their menu, visit their website at:     http://www.venicepizzaandpasta.com/ 

This meeting is the planning meeting for the board and we would really like to have as many ideas as possible 
from our members. Please make arrangements to join us for some great pizza, pasta, beer, soda and 
conversation about the great year ahead of us in 2011!  If you can’t attend in person,  email your ideas to any of 
our board members so that all ideas are considered! 

 

http://www.venicepizzaandpasta.com/�


Culturing Live Food Part 4: Worms 
By Michael Steffen AKA Twisted Fisher 
In this installment we will be covering what I refer 
to as the coco crew. The coco crew consists of 
worms that are cultured in coconut bedding that is 
commonly used for the litter of reptiles. Coconut 
bedding comes in a hard pressed brick form that is 
dry and hard as a rock. Loose coconut fiber can also 
be purchased from online retailers but is not 
necessary for these worms to take off and boom. 
The brick form works just fine and is easy to 
transport and store a lot of it in a very small space. 

The worms that can be cultured in the coco set up 
are: 

• Grindal 
• Red worms 
• Red wrigglers 
• Night crawlers 
• White worms 

The coco bedding is located in the reptile section of 
your local pet store and is very dark brown/red in 
color. It is sold by the expanded volume, in cubic 
feet, of the material. I purchase the smallest package 
since it goes a long way and lasts a very long time 
in the culturing container.  

Our list of needed materials for these cultures is: 

• Coco bedding 
• A large low container with a  tight fitting lid 
• Filter floss 
• Starter cultures 
• Knife or drill 
• Hot water 
• Plastic spoon 
• Piece of plexi glass that will fit inside your 

container 

Setting up the container is the same as with the dish 
worms where as drill a small hole in the lid and 
plug it with filter floss to prevent other unwanted 
creatures to get into your culture and foul it. The 
coco bedding has to be broken off of the brick or 
you can use a saw to remove a corner of the brick 
for rehydration. Start with less of the coco bedding 
then you think it will take to fill your container and 
then rehydrate more if need be. Take your coco 
bedding piece and place it in a bucket of the hottest 
tap water you can get from your sink and let it sit 

overnight to rehydrate and cool down. Once your 
bedding has cooled to room temp and has been 
rehydrated, you're ready to set up the culture 
container. Take your cooled coco bedding and 
squeeze out every possible drop of water that you 
can. The water will be a brown color from the 
tannins that were leached from it overnight and this 
will also help to stabilize the ph of the bedding and 
help avoid large ph spikes. Once it’s thoroughly 
wrung out, I wrap it in a double layer of paper 
towels and press it a bit to get even more water out 
of the bedding just to be safe. You can always rewet 
it but getting it to dry is a much harder process to do 
and its better to be safe than have a problem later. 
After it's nice and dried to a moist to the feel 
consistency, place a layer in your container that is 
between ½-1 ½ inches deep and press it slightly into 
it. Now that you have your culturing dish ready its 
time to add the starter culture of your chosen 
worms. The type of worm you are culturing will 
determine how you introduce the culture and how 
you feed it. 

Red worms, red wrigglers, and night crawlers are all 
the same as far as culturing goes. The easiest place 
to get your starter of these worms is from your local 
bait and tackles shop. There are great online 
resources for acquiring these worms at very 
reasonable costs. For these worms the depth of the 
container should be greater obtaining at least a 6 
inch depth. Again the coco bedding is used to retain 
moisture and to create a sterile culturing 
environment for the worms to inhabit. Now that we 
have established their house we need to make them 
feel at home by adding some of the dirt/castings that 
they arrive in to the container so that they will now 
try to “go home” and accept the new container as 
their home. Keep in mind that the red worm is the 
best worm to culture indoors and rarely tries to 
escape. These worm cultures are best kept outdoors 
or in a basement due to the possibility of having 
escapees from your culturing container. Sort 
through your kitchen scraps before you feed it to 
your worms. Exclude onions, garlic, citrus fruits or 
peels, hot peppers, any meat, bones and milk or 
other dairy products. That means no leftover pizza 
or steak for them. Include ends of romaine, iceberg 
lettuce, cabbage and carrots, melon rinds, apple 



cores, tops of bell peppers and banana peels but 
make sure to carefully wash to remove any 
pesticides. You can add moldy bread and old rice 
that has been cooked, as well as coffee grounds 
without the filters and tea bags without the tags. No 
raw eggs but you can include crushed eggshells. 
Chop or break up larger items such as corn cobs, 
pumpkins, broccoli stems and melon or cantaloupe 
rind ideally you want your pieces to be about the 
size of a quarter or smaller. Any fruit or vegetable 
can be used as a food source for your worms. Just 
keep in mind that if you are feeding total vegetables 
that you will need to add a bit of dirt from time to 
time for the worm’s digestion. Some worm 
cultivators shred junk mail and cereal boxes for 
food for their worms. Make sure that if you do use 
junk mail that any plastic mailing windows are 
removed as well as any glossy paper since it is not 
digestible for the worms. These worms are easily 
harvested by running your fingers through the 
culture and harvesting them for either your fish or 
to go fishing. If you are opposed to harvesting with 
your fingers then you can either hire the neighbor 
kid or get a screen and sift the worms out of the 
castings. Don’t forget to take those castings and 
make compost tea for your garden and flowers. 
They will thank you for it! 

Grindal and white worms are the smaller cousins of 
red worms and therefore can be cultured in much 
smaller container and are more practical for most 
hobbyists to culture. Starting with our basic 
container set up, introduce your starter culture to the 
center of your dish and spread it evenly over the top 
of the coco bedding. It’s that simple. Now that the 
starter has been introduced you will need to feed the 
worms on a daily basis. Feeding is simply done by 
taking a piece of plexi glass and putting a few drops 
of water on it then crumbling flake fish food onto it 
until it turns into a  paste. Next place this piece of 
plexi glass food side down in the center of your 
culturing container. It is important that you do not 
feed your worms more then they can eat in 24-36 
hours for fear of it molding and turning your culture 
sour. The bonus to feeding in this method is that 
you are replacing the moisture with the water in the 
food so that the humid environment is maintained 
for the culture. Harvesting can simply be done at the 
time of feeding by taking the plexi glass piece to 
your chosen tank and swishing the worms and left 
over food into it that are still stuck to the plexi glass 
bottom. If more worms are needed then are stuck to 
the plexi glass piece on a daily basis you can always 
use a few pieces in rotation every few hours. 

I hope this has made culturing these foods a bit 
clearer and more understandable for the average 
hobbyist. My goals are to make live foods easy to 
culture and even easier to culture with success. 

So as always till you peek behind my shell I bid you 
happy fish keeping.  

****************************************** 

More on Worms 
by Joel Antkowiak 

I have been culturing red worms for about a year 
now and can add a few notes to what Michael has 
shared with us. First, coffee filters are fine to use. 
They will just take a little longer to digest by the 
worms than paper. Speaking of paper, shredded 
newspaper - I only use black and white - is a great 
food for the worms, and in fact can be used as a 
cover for your other foods. Just shred the 
newspaper, and place it on top of your culturing 
medium. Spray some water on the paper to moisten 
it. Now, when you want to feed the worms some 
leftover veggies or salad scraps, lift the wad of 
shredded paper and place the food under it. When 
the food runs out, the worms always have the paper 
to fall back on, plus, you can usually find a good 
number of worms under the paper for easy 
harvesting. Some people culture red worms using 
only shredded newspaper for food. 

Avoid moldy bread as a food source until your 
culture is well established. The mold grows really 
fast in the dark, moist worm bed! 

I find it easier to feed grindal worms pelleted foods. 
I place 3-5 pellets under the plastic cover at a time. 
The worms still end up on the plastic for easy 
swish-feeding, but the mess of leftover flakes no 
longer is an issue. Any uneaten pellet food stays on 
the surface of the medium. 



 
 

Our national sponsors have donated products to make our club a success. Please support them. To 
get information about their products, click the name and you will go directly to their website.  

Hikari Sales USA Inc. Aquarium Products Mars Fishcare 
Air, Water, & Ice K and A Imports Boyd Enterprises 

Ginger Inc. Kent Marine Kordon 
Sachs Systems Aquaculture Penn Plax Pet Products Python Products Inc. 

Red Sea Max Seachem Labs Inc. Tropical Science Biolabs 
Vitakraft Pet Products Marc Weiss Companies Inc. Danner Manufacturing. Inc. 
Hawkeye International Drs Foster and Smith Tetra Products 

Rolf C. Hagen Corp. San Francisco Bay Brand Bow Tie Press/Fish Channel 
Cichlid Press Blue Zoo Radio Zoo Med Laboratories Inc. 
Spectrapure Aquadine Nutritional Systems Aquatic Life LLC 

Aquarium Guys  Kingfish Services.net 

 
 

Delaware County Aquarium Society 

Meets the 1st Friday of each month from Sept. 
through June at the Springfield Township 
Building, Springfield, PA. 

www.dcas.us 

Diamond State Aquarium Society 

Meets the 2nd Monday of each month from 
Sept. through June at William Penn High 
School in New Castle, DE. 

http://dsas.topcities.com/ 

Bucks County Aquarium Society 

Meets the 1st Thursday of each month from 
Sept. through July at the Churchville Nature 
Center, Churchville, PA. 

http://www.bcasonline.com/ 

Potomac Valley Aquarium Society 

Meets the 1st Saturday of each month from 
Sept. through June at the Green Acres School 
in Fairfax, VA 

http://www.pvas.com/ 

NJ Tri-State Tropical Fish Association 

Meets the 1st Thursday of every month except 
July and August at the Barrington Municipal 
Building in Barrington, NJ.  

Contact Bill Farrell at 856-428-1431. 

Keystone Killy Group 

Meets the second Saturday of each month from 
Sept. through June (except Dec.) at members' 
homes. 

http://www.keystonekilly.org/ 

Capital Cichlid Association 

Meets the second Saturday of each month from 
Sept. through June in Silver Spring, MD. 

http://www.capitalcichlids.org/ 

 

http://www.hikariusa.com/�
http://www.aq-products.com/�
http://www.marsfishcare.com/�
http://www.airwaterice.com/�
http://www.fdpp.net/?�
http://chemi-pure.com/�
http://www.gingerinc.com/�
http://www.kentmarine.com/�
http://www.novalek.com/�
http://aquaculturestore.com/�
http://www.pennplax.com/Welcome.html�
http://www.pythonproducts.com/�
http://www.redseamax.com/redseamax/250Temp/redseamax/index.html�
http://www.seachem.com/�
http://www.tsbiolabs.com/�
http://www.vitakraft.de/�
http://www.marcweissco.com/index.html�
http://www.dannermfg.com/�
http://hawkeyeaquarium.com/�
http://www.drsfostersmith.com/�
http://www.tetra-fish.com/TetraFish.home�
http://www.hagen.com/usa/�
http://www.sfbb.com/�
http://www.fishchannel.com/�
http://www.cichlidpress.com/�
http://www.bluezooradio.com/�
http://www.zoomed.com/cm/Home.html�
http://www.spectrapure.com/�
http://www.aquadine.com/�
http://www.aquaticlife.com/�
http://www.aquariumguys.com/�
http://www.kingfishservices.net/�
http://dsas.topcities.com/�
http://www.bcasonline.com/�
http://www.pvas.com/�
http://www.keystonekilly.org/�
http://www.capitalcichlids.org/�


 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

ZOOTOPIA PETZ 
 7420 Derry St. Harrisburg, PA 17111 

PH (717) 558-PETS 
FAX (413) 691-0935 
Mon-Fri 12 to 7:30 

Sat 10 to 5; Sun 12 to 5 
Scott & Nola Sommer 

 LITITZ ORTHODONTICS 
Michael V. Palasz, DMD, MS 

4-A Tollgate Rd. Lititz, PA 17543 
717-626-0600 

Hours: Mon-Thu 8am - 6pm 
Fri   8am - 12noon 

Specializing in Orthodontics 
for Children and Adults 

ROGER H. STRAUSE, D.D.S. 
Centerville Family Dental 

803 Estelle Drive 
Lancaster, PA  17601 

717-898-9099 

 PETSMART 
Dustin Chambers, Manager 

2405 Covered Bridge Dr.  Suite145 
NE corner of Whitmer Rd. & R30 E. 

Tel.717-393-0820, 
 Fax. 717-394-6384 

M-S(10am –5pm;Sun. 10am-6pm 

JAY A. RIZZO, D.M.D. 
General Dentistry 

Hempfield Center, Suite 100 
930 Red Rose Court 

Lancaster, PA  17603 
717-295-5590 

M-T 8AM-6PM, W-TH 8AM-5PM, FRI 8AM-12PM 

 HIRAM PEOPLES HATCHERY 
Main Street 

New Providence, PA 17560 
717-786-7346 

Hours:  M-F 8-4 Sat 8-12 
Wholesale: Koi, Goldfish, Pond Supplies  

PAXTON AQUARIUM & PET SHOP 
Paxton Square 

6033 Allentown Blvd. 
Harrisburg, PA 17112 

Hours: M-F 10am –7pm 
Sat. 10-6pm; Sun 12 noon-4pm 

Owner – Charles Lambiasi 

  

MARYLAND AQUATIC NURSERIES 
3427 N. Furnace 

Jarrettsville, MD 21084 

410-557-7615 

Please support our local sponsors by visiting their businesses and purchasing their products and services. 
They support your club! Underlined sponsors have a website, just click on the sponsor's name above and 
you will be whisked away to their site. 
Want to sponsor the ACLC? Contact Dave Frehafer at 717-626-9456 or via e-mail at Docdave144@aol.com. 
Your support is greatly appreciated!  
 

http://www.zootopiapetz.com/�
http://www.lititzortho.com/home.asp�
http://www.marylandaquatic.com/�


BREEDING MELANOTAENIA TRIFASCIATA GOYDER RIVER 
BAP REPORT BY JOEL ANTKOWIAK 

The banded rainbowfish, Melanotaenia trifasciatus, 
hails from New Guinea. The source of the common 
name is not readily apparent when viewing live 
specimens. However, when the species is preserved 
in alcohol, as it was when it was first described by 
Hialmar Rendahl in 1922, the reason is clear. 
Rendahl's description was as follows: "there is a 
broad blackish brown bar on the 5th and 6th 
longitudinal rows of the scales. On both sides, this 
dark bar is (except on the head) bordered by a very 
obvious light (in alcohol whitish), bar, the ventral of 
which is the broadest and about half the width of the 
dark one."  

My M. trifasciatus were given to me by a member 
of the Danbury Area Aquarium Society. They are 
very colorful fish that reach five plus inches in 
length. The females are more stream lined than the 
males, with the body of the male deepening with 
age. The male will also develop a notch on his head 
that grows more pronounced with age.  

I placed them in a 100 gallon tank with a bunch of 
other fish, including Cordoras melini, Dario dario, 
and Microgeophagus altispinosa. They all got along 
well. As the rainbows grew, I moved them to a 40 
gallon breeder with the intention of breeding them. I 
did collect some eggs several times, but never 
hatched them. Recently I obtained an 80 gallon 
bowfront tank for my “mancave” and decided that 

the rainbows, with their size and coloration, would 
make great additions to that display tank. They went 
in first. I them decided to float a mop in their for a 
couple of days prior to adding any other fish and 
finally breed these guys. I took the mop out after 3 
days and incubated them at room temperature, about 
78F, in a plastic shoe box. To tell the truth, I forgot 
about them for more than a week. When I finally 
remembered to check on them, I could see about 20 
tiny slivers swimming around the shoebox.  

Now what to do. These guys were way too small for 
even microworms. Then I recalled a conversation I 
had with David Stephon at an ACLC meeting 
earlier this year. He said that he used a powdered 
fry food as a first food for rainbows, and I 
remembered buying the stuff that day. Now where 
was it. That was like 6 months ago.  

I found it and decided to move the entire contents of 
the shoebox to a 5 gallon tank. I gently added some 
treated tap water and a sponge filter, along with a 
small clump of Java moss to provide some 
infusorians as a food in addition to the powder. The 
fry grew slowly in this set up, and with all the stuff 
in the tank I couldn’t tell how many there were 
actually in the tank. I would see about 3 or 4 at a 
time, but knew there had to be more.  

When the few fry I could find looked like they 
could handle baby brine shrimp, I added them to the 

diet. This was after about 2 weeks in 
the 5 gallon tank. These fry grew 
slowly, and at about 1 month old the 
biggest babies were only about 
3/16ths of an inch long. 

At about 6 weeks of age, I was able to 
add crushed flake food to their diet. 
They still grew slowly, and didn't 
reach an inch in length for about 10 
weeks. The original fish took about 2 
years to reach full size. The fish have 
always been peaceful towards other 
species, with the exception of the 
males occasionally sparring gently. 
Despite the long time that it takes for 
the fish to reach their full majesty, 
these fish are well worth the effort. 

The author's fish: 3 male Mel. trifasciata, with 1 female in the back. 



 
 

 

Beginning on December 1, 2010 the Aquarium Club of Lancaster County will be participating in the C.A.R.E.S. Preservation 
Program.  This is a very exciting program and we are proud to be a participant. The C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program is designed to 
be easy and enjoyable!  The purpose of C.A.R.E.S. is to encourage hobbyists to devote tank space to one or more species at risk, 
offering that species a future of hope.  

How to get started.....   

All forms listed in bold are available on the ACLC Website under the ACLC CARES menu or from your BAP Chair. 

Enter all species on the ACLC C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program Registration Sheet that you are currently maintaining and 
which are listed on the C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program Species at Risk List.  Please be prepared to enter where or from 
whom you obtained your fish, and the approximate date of acquisition. 

Enter all species on the ACLC C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program Search List that are found on the current C.A.R.E.S. 
Preservation Program Species-at-Risk List for which you would like more information about, or assistance in locating. 

The ACLC C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program Support Team will be looking over your entries and will issue you a C.A.R.E.S. 
Preservation Program Species Journal for each species accepted into CARES.  

Recognition of ACLC C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program Members is made through regular publication in ACLC “Tank Tales” 
and on the website. An ACLC C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program Certificate of Recognition is awarded annually for each species 
registered and accepted into C.A.R.E.S. within that year. Four colored seals:  gold, green, blue, and red  are presented annually 
to be added to the ACLC C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program Certificate of Recognition for further recognition of ultimate 
achievements.  

A gold seal is awarded for the achievement of clearing at least one tank and saving a fish through your dedication to, and 
membership in, the ACLC C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program. The gold seal is automatically awarded with receipt of the ACLC 
C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program Certificate of Recognition. 

A green seal is awarded for compiling the notes that you have entered into your C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program Species 
Journal and sharing the knowledge that you have gained regarding your C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program Species-at-Risk 
through the submission of an article to ACLC “Tank Tales”, and the subsequent publication of that article.   

A blue seal is awarded for sharing fry of your registered C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program Species-at-Risk with a member of 
your society, and having those fry be registered into your society’s C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program, or for donating fry of your 
registered C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program Species-at-Risk to the ACLC BAP program.  

A red seal is awarded for sharing fry of your registered C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program Species-at-Risk with a hobbyist or 
school from another society or educational organization who has instituted the C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program and having those 
fry be registered into that organization's C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program. 

For each succeeding year that you continue to maintain a species enrolled in the ACLC C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program, a small 
red longevity seal is added, forming a line across your C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program Certificate of Recognition.   

A certificate with four colored seals, gold, green, blue, and red, and a solid row of small red longevity seals is the ultimate level 
of C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program Membership Achievement per C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program Species. 

All eligible fry of registered ACLC CARES species will be awarded 20 additional points in the ACLC Breeders Award Program 
if all other qualifications for BAP Points are met. 

The ACLC C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program “Member of the Year Award” is presented annually.  This achievement is awarded 
to a member of the program who excels in overall outstanding care for the future of our at risk fish, openly shares knowledge 
with other hobbyists, and altruistically assists fellow hobbyists in their ACLC C.A.R.E.S. Preservation Program endeavors. 
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