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Tank Tales is the official publication of the Aquarium Club of Lancaster County (ACLC). Ten 
issues of Tank Tales are published annually. Anyone using original material from any issue of 
Tank Tales must return two (2) copies of the publication in which the article is published to our 
exchange editor listed below. The views expressed in any material appearing in Tank Tales are 
those of the authors, and do not necessarily express those of the ACLC.  
The ACLC meets on the third Saturday of each month (except July and August) at That Fish 
Place, 237 Centerville Road, Lancaster, PA 17603. Meetings begin at 1:00 PM unless otherwise 
noted. Meetings usually are comprised of a program featuring a guest speaker, door prizes, a 
mini fish auction, with a period allowed for mingling and refreshments. The philosophy of the 
club is such that our activities are interesting to both the novice and advanced hobbyist alike. 
An effort is made to keep business to a minimum at the general meetings, with the executive 
board meeting being held monthly as needed on a separate date and time. 
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Fellow Members, 

It was one of those perfect summer days - the sun was shining, a breeze was blowing, the birds were 
singing, and the lawnmower was broken. - James Dent 

 

It has been that kind of summer so far. We have already had a great meeting in June with Chuck Davis and the 
wonderful folks from New Jersey making it a meeting to remember. We also have had the opportunity to visit 3 
great shops in New Jersey. The people up there treated us like royalty and I for one can say that I will make a 
point of stopping at those shops whenever I am in the area. We also have the NEC Auction coming up on 
August 15th followed by our annual picnic on August 21st. I hope to see a lot of you there.   

With the year more than ½ over, we need to start looking forward to 2011 and for that we need your help. We 
have had a great year so far with great speakers and lots of wonderful new members. We now need members to 
help by getting involved in running the ACLC. There are still too many members who are performing more than 
one job and although they may be doing a fine job, it is not the best way for a club to operate. We are also only 
a few months away from the election of our 2011 officers and, as I have said before, I don’t consider it an 
election unless there are 2 members running for each position. As we finish this summer of fun and get ready 
for 2011, I would like to ask each member to think about a few things: 

• You really don’t need to have any previous experience to be an officer or committee chairperson – we 
have plenty of members who will help you. 

• If you are interested in fishkeeping, talking to others about fishkeeping or learning about fishkeeping, 
then you are indeed qualified to be an ACLC officer  

• We are ALL busy with other activities, whether it is gardening, remodeling, taking care of children or 
grandchildren. Getting involved with the ACLC won’t take much time but can be extremely rewarding.   

There is an old Chinese proverb that says: 

When someone shares something of value with you and you benefit from it, you have a moral obligation 
to share it with others. 

So take the time to share the gift of our hobby and the friendships we have developed with others and encourage 
them to join our club and step up and volunteer to guide and direct the ACLC into the future! 

 

See you at the picnic! 

                 Kurt 



 
 

 
 

 
PEDRO SANCHEZ IS 
LOOKING FOR YOU! 

 
HE WANTS YOU TO COME 

TO THE ACLC CLUB 
PICNIC! 

 
 

Schedule for 2010 REGISTER FOR THE  
PICNIC BY AUGUST 7TH 

3d1psanchez@comcast.net 
Phone: 717.569.3727 

Cell: 717.368.0053 
 

LOADS OF FUN 
TO BE HAD BY ALL 

 
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 

AUGUST 21ST @3:00 
 

LOOK FOR DETAILS 
ELSEWHERE 

IN THIS ISSUE! 

 

September 18 
The Care and Breeding of the 

Genus Apistogramma 
Sal Silvestri 

 

October 16 
Spawning Oddball Fish 

Eric Bodrock 

 

November 20 
TBA 

 

December 
TBA 

 

 

August 21st 

ACLC PICNIC ! 

See details 
elsewhere in this 

Tank Tales 



From the Editor's Tank 
 
Well, the WAAP is well on its way. For those 
of you who haven't been paying attention, that 
is the ACLC Writer's and Artist's Award 
program. Shortly after introducing the 
program in the June issue of Tank Tales and at 
the June meeting, I began getting some articles. 
It is good to see some of our members 
participating in the program, and I would like 
to see much more. Perhaps this issue will 
inspire some of you.  

If you weren't at the June meeting, I decided to 
credit points for all contributions to Tank Tales 
from the beginning of 2010 to the WAAP. 
These points will count towards lifetime 
achievement awards only, and not towards the 
annual award.  

Inside this Summer Bonus issue of Tank Tales 
you will find a couple of reprints. I know, I 
have said that I hate reprinting articles. But 
hopefully this will be the last time unless I see 
some really outstanding articles. Like the ones 
reprinted here. These articles have won first 
place in their respective classes in the annual 
FAAS writer's award program. I wanted our 
membership to get an idea of what the judges 
in this competition are looking for in an article. 

The next due date for Tank Tales is Sept. 8. 
Let's get some good articles to me. Make my 
job difficult! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, August 21, 2010 from 3:00 – 10:00 

AT 

Manheim Twp. Community Park 

Pavilion Kiwanis #2 

1 mile west of Route 501 on East Petersburg Road (Rt. 722) 

Members need to bring: 

• utensils  

• plates  

• cups 

• napkins  

• tablecloth (optional)  

• drinks 

• covered dish (very important - see next item) 

• a good appetite 

The Club will provide: 

 hamburgers 

 hotdogs 

 corn on the cob 

 ketchup and mustard 

 

All ACLC members and their families are invited. We will be playing BINGO and there will be several games for 
the children.  There will be prizes and a raffle and maybe a surprise or two.  In addition, there are many things 
to do at the park including a kid's playground, sand volleyball court, baseball field, basketball court, walking 
trail, and a nice peaceful atmosphere.  

Please RSVP by August 7th with your side dish and the number of people attending! 

Send RSVP to Pedro Sanchez at 3d1psanchez@comcast.net 



LIONFISH INVADE 
CAYMAN ISLANDS  

by Stephen Sica 

Reprinted from Modern Aquarium, publication of the Greater City Aquarium Society, July 2009. 
Article won First Place, Best Marine Article, FAAS Writers Awards 2009. 

On May 1, 2009 at approximately 9:30 AM Central 
time, a divemaster named Sunshine discovered a 
juvenile lionfish, Pterois volitans, about two inches 
in length plus fins and spines, hovering next to a 
concave piece of dead coral on a dive site called 
Marilyn’s Cut, just offshore of Little Cayman 
Island. The fish was living on a coral reef in about 
thirty feet of water, atop the six thousand feet deep 
Cayman Trench. I was swimming just behind Sunny 
when she found the fish and signaled her discovery 
to me. I did not see what she was so excited about 
until the fish swam under the coral that appeared to 
be either the fish’s home or hiding place. The coral 
was about fourteen inches long, and probably 
weighed about six or seven pounds. Since I did not 
immediately see the elusive fish, I did not have an 
opportunity to photograph it.  

Sunny used a thin metal rod about eighteen inches 
long to work the coral and the fish into a large, 
clear, heavy duty plastic bag, and then she used the 
rod to push the coral out of the bag, which she 
immediately took to the surface while Donna and I 
continued our dive.  

Later, on the boat, Sunny said that the first Cayman 
Islands’ lionfish was discovered and caught in 
February of 2008 off Little Cayman. No more were 

found until December of that same year. The fish 
that Sunny captured was approximately the thirty-
fifth lionfish captured in the Cayman Islands (the 
group consists of only three islands). Sunny stated 
that all fish are captured alive and studied 
(including DNA testing) by the local marine 
biology laboratory. Afterwards, most of the fish are 
euthanized and dissected. Since lionfish have very 
few predators, and propagate easily in the wild, the 
general policy of the local scientific community has 
been to destroy them, though a small number of fish 
are tagged and released for follow-up study. Sunny 
claimed that one dissected full-sized Cayman 
lionfish had more than twenty-five grunt fry in its 

stomach. 

The fish that Sunny captured was placed in a plastic 
pail where Donna and I inspected it. I never thought 
to photograph it in the pail until later, when I was 
formulating this brief article in my mind. Of course 
by then it was too late! Anyway, I did take a few 
photos of Sunny capturing the fish. Some of these 
photos accompany this article. If you look carefully, 
you can see the fish in the plastic bag. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Friday, Saturday & Sunday 

  October 15-17, 2010 
Lyndhurst Elks Club, 251 Park Avenue, Lyndhurst, NJ 07071 

  

Come spend the weekend with New Jersey’s largest Tropical Fish Club. The 

event includes a fish show on Saturday only, and a huge tropical fish, plant & 

dry goods auction on Sunday. Vendors, Silent Auction, Food & Drinks available 

both days. 
Show Setup Friday 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

 Show Judging & Viewing Saturday 9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Auction Registration Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

Auction Viewing Starts @ 11:00 a.m. 

Auction Starts @ noon until all items auctioned 
 

For more information on NJAS event and directions, visit us on the web at www.njas.net or call 

our hotline 732-541-1392, or Kevin Carr (201-724-9460). 

 

This year NJAS is hosting The Philadelphia Area Betta 

Society’s (PABS) 12TH IBC INTERNATIONAL SHOW  
October 15 & 16 

Show Setup Friday @ 9:00 a.m. 

 Show Judging & Viewing on Saturday  

Auction on Saturday @ 6:00 p.m. 
 

For additional information on Betta show, contact Clayton Crawford (908-674-0557), or at 

ClayCrawford56@aol.com 

 

 



 

 Spawning Cyphotilapia gibberosa “Samazi Blue”  
By Anthony Tu 

Reprinted from Cichlid Communique, Publication of the Pacific Coast Cichlid Association. July / August 2008. 
Article won First Place, Best Spawning Article - 500-1,000 words, FAAS Writers Awards 2008. 

 
Lake Tanganyika is famous for its unique cichlids. 
More than 200 species are found in the isolated lake 
and are found nowhere else in the world. One of 
deep living species is Cyphotilapia frontosa/ 
gibberosa. Most of hobbyists are referred it as a 
“King of deep” in Lake Tanganyika.  

Samazi is located on the southeastern shore of Lake 
Tanganyika, Tanzania. Its deep rocky habitat is 
home one of beautiful Cyphotilapia gibberosa 
“Samazi Blue”.  

In 1996, the first Cyphotilapia gibberosa “Samazi 
Blue” was discovered and a few were exported to 
European countries. During that time, it was not 
popular in the hobby because the high demand of 
the “Puppy dog”; Cyphotilapia gibberosa 
“Mpimbwe Blue” was getting all the hobbyist 
attention. 

My “Samazi Blue” story:  
A few of Cyphotilapia gibberosa “Samazi 
Blue” were imported to the United States in 
2002 and later in 2005. In fact, I was the lucky 
person who purchased the first 12 Cyphotilapia 
gibberosa “Samazi Blue”, which landed on the 
West Coast in February 2002. Two months 
later, I also purchased 12 Cyphotilapia 
gibberosa “Bismarck Blue” from a same 
reputable importer in Northern California.  

In that time, both “Bismarck Blue” and 
“Samazi Blue” were 33.5” inches long. We all 
knew due to high cost of shipping freight that 
exporters normally shipped small fish rather 
than big fish. My Cyphotilapia gibberosa 
“Samazi Blue” needed one or two more years in 
order for them to spawn. However, observing them 
grow in my aquarium was fascinating, especially 
their behavior.  

I keep my Cypho. gibberosa “Samazi Blue” 
breeding colony at 73-78°F by using a 250 watt 
Ebo-Jager heater. I am using a Rena XP4 for 
filtration. The pH is 8.0 and hardness is 8.0. I feed 
them every other day and keep the water CRYTAL 

CLEAN. The foods I like to feed them include 
sinking pellets primary krill/cichlid altima which is 
made by Dainichi, new life spectrum Thera A+, 
brine shrimp flake, and sometimes, once every two 
weeks, raw shrimp and krill as a treat.  

There was a rumor saying that Cyphos. gibberosa 
“Samazi Blue” and Cypho. gibberosa “Bismarck 
Blue” is a same fish. However, from my 
observation of two variants, “Bismarck Blue” and 
“Samazi Blue”, I can see they are much different in 
term of body size and breeding behavior.  

Cyphotilapia gibberosa “Samazi Blue” has a high 
body profile and its body is much rounder than 
Cyphotilapia gibberosa “Bismarck Blue.” 

For breeding, Cypho. gibberosa “Samazi Blue” is a 
wife beater. A male gets more aggressive when he 
is in breeding mood. One day after I came home 
from work, I noticed that a subdominant male and a 

female (she was dropping a tube) were hanging out 
in a corner of the tank. They were badly beaten and 
all fins were shredded.  

I immediately removed both of them to a hospital 
tank. After three weeks, I removed the dominant 
male to a separate tank and reintroduced the pair 
back to the group. One month later, the 
subdominant male had spawned with that female. 

Cyphotilapia gibberosa “Samazi Blue” . Photo by Anthony Tu 



Every time, I reintroduced the dominant male back 
to the group, I noticed that the beaten-up female 
refused to spawn with the dominate male. She only 
spawned with the subdominant male. Every time 
they started to spawn, the dominant always started 
to beat them up. This jealousy behavior is 
extremely rare and I have never seen it among 
Cyphotilapia.  

Even though I permanently removed the 
dominant male away from the group, the new 
dominant would have a same aggression toward 
any female that he spawned with. Normally, I 
remove the female after a spawning is 
completed. I let a female brood her eggs in a 
separate tank. Cyphotilapia gibberosa “Samazi 
Blue” has more aggression toward to female 
during spawning. It desired a name called, 
“wife beater”.  

In conclusion, keeping and breeding 
Cyphotilapia is passionate experience for me. I 

have learned so much from their behavior. As a 
living thing, Cyphotilapia has basic feelings 

like other animal. Keeping your WATER CLEAN 
is an important key in breeding this fish. Lastly, this 
article is based on my experience and research. I 
hope after reading this article, you have a general 
idea on how to keep Cyphotilapia gibberosa 
“Samazi Blue” and love cichlids as much as I do. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DON'T FORGET ABOUT THE ACLC PICNIC ON AUGUST 21! 

LOT'S OF FUN FOR EVERYONE! 

CONTACT PEDRO SANCHEZ TO REGISTER BY AUGUST 7 
BECAUSE, WELL, YOU WANT TO EAT TOO! 

Cyphotilapia gibberosa “Bismarck Blue” Photo by Anthony Tu 

Cyphotilapia gibberosa “Nangu Blue” Photo by Anthony Tu 



 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award Report 
 

Active Members Point Totals 
 

F. Wayne Calender Breeder 
Wayne Calender .......................... 1533 pts 

Grand Master Breeder 
Paul Bricknell ............................. 1256 pts 
David Stephon ............................. 1119 pts 
Pedro Sanchez ............................. 1050 pts 

 
Master Breeder (None) 
 
Expert Breeder  

Bob Kulesa* .................................. 786 pts 

 
Advanced Breeder(None) 
 
3 Star Breeder  

Bev Newcomer .............................. 330 pts 

2 Star Breeder 
Michael Schrom* .......................... 245 pts 

1 Star Breeder 
Tom Cavallaro* ............................ 200 pts 
Pat Kelly*...................................... 165 pts 
Glenn Davies* ............................... 120 pts 
Daniel Sanchez................................ 90 pts 
Dave Frehafer ................................. 90 pts 
Jay Stephan ..................................... 80 pts 
Mike Steffen ..................................... 76 pts 
Scott Shenk ...................................... 70 pts 
Joel Antkowiak ................................ 58 pts 
Kurt Johnston .................................. 55 pts 

Other Participants 
Lonny Langione .............................. 35 pts 
Matt Shaffer .................................... 16 pts 
Chris Kendig ..................................... 5 pts 
Tara Miller ........................................ 5 pts 
 

*Breeder has enough points for next higher class 
award but needs to complete more classes for 
award. 

 

Specialist Breeder Awards Report 
Being a new award program, no member has qualified for any 
of the specialist awards.  Several members have completed the 
number of species required for awards but need to complete 
one or more of the other requirements for an award.  Those 
members are listed below each class. 

Class 1 – Livebearers  
Paul Bricknell 
Wayne Callender 
Bob Kulesa 
Pedro Sanchez 
Michael Schrom 
David Stephon 

Class 2 – Catfish  
Wayne Calender 
Bob Kulesa 
Bev Newcomer 

Class 3 – Barbs & Minnows 
David Stephon 

Class 4 – Characins  
Wayne Calender 
David Stephon 

Class 5 – Killifish  
Paul Bricknell 
Wayne Calender 
Pedro Sanchez 
Bob Kulesa 

Class 7 – New World Cichlids  
Bob Kulesa 
Pedro Sanchez 
David Stephon  
Bev Newcomer 

Class 8 – Old World Cichlids 
Bob Kulesa 

Class 12 – U. S. Native Species  
Wayne Calender 

 
 2010 Breeder of the Year Points 

Bev Newcomer................................................ 90 points 
Jay Stephan ....................................................... 80 points 
Mike Steffen ..................................................... 76 points 
Joel Antkowiak ................................................ 58 points 
Paul Bricknell .................................................. 45 points 
Bob Kulesa ........................................................ 25 points 
Matt Shaffer ..................................................... 16 points 
Wayne Calender ............................................. 13 points 
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The Swap Shop 
Have something to sell or trade? Looking for 
something? Get the word out! Send your ads to 
mrkillie@comcast.net by the first Saturday of 
the month. All ads will run 3 issues unless I am 
informed otherwise. Please let me know if 
items you are selling have been sold. 

***************************************************** 

A special THANK YOU to Jeff Miller's family. 
Jeff's family has donated his tanks to the club. 
We have the following available from Jeff's fish 
room: 

 2.5 gallon with glass lids - Qty. of 11 at $3.00 
each (7 are already sold) 

 5.5 gallon - Qty of 38, 28 have glass lids - $5.00 
with glass lid / $4.00 w/o lid 

 10 gallon - Qty of 16, 13 have glass lids - $7.00 
with glass lid / $6.00 w/o lid (8 are sold) 

Contact Kurt Johnston 717-965-7763 or by e-mail 
at kaj41354@comcast.net if you are interested. This 
is another great way to support your club. 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

The following are available from Joel Antkowiak: 

 Fundulopanchax marmoratus Mundemba $3/pr 

 Cryptoheros nanoluteus mated pair $15. This is 
an ACA CARES conservation project species. 

 Iris rhizomes - many different varieties $2 ea 
3/$5 - must be picked up at the ACLC picnic or 
at my house - should be planted by Labor Day. 

Contact Joel at (717) 354-2274 or by e-mail at 
mrkillie@comcast.net. 

 

2010 NaTIoNaL CoNVeNTIoNS 

North American Native Fishes Assoc. 
Ash Meadows, Nevada 

October 14-19 www.nanfa.org

JOIN THE FUN ON THE 
ACLC FORUM 

www.aclcpa.org 

 

WRITER'S AND 
ARTIST'S AWARD 

PROGRAM 
OVERALL STANDINGS 

Writer's Award 

 Joel Antkowiak ............................. 145 points 

 Michael Steffen ............................. 115 points 

 Jay Stephan ..................................... 60 points 

 Kurt Johnston .................................. 55 points  

 Bob Kulesa ...................................... 50 points 

Other Participants 

 Debbie Rubin .................................. 40 points  

 Lonny Langione .............................. 35 points 

 Wayne Calender .............................. 35 points 

 Stephanie Cornell ............................ 30 points 

 Matt Shaffer .................................... 20 points 

 Geoff Graff...................................... 20 points 

 Suze Glesky .................................... 10 points 

MIGHTY FIN STANDINGS 2011 

 Michael Steffen ............................... 95 points 

 Bob Kulesa ...................................... 10 points 
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PAXTON AQUARIUM & PET SHOP 
Paxton Square 

6033 Allentown Blvd. 
Harrisburg, PA 17112 

Hours: M-F 10am –7pm 
Sat. 10-6pm; Sun 12 noon-4pm 

Owner – Charles Lambiasi 

 TARA - MODERN ARTIST 
610-689-5356, 

E-mai: ABSTRACTACT@yahoo.com 
 

Paintings, sculptures, and fine jewelry 
available for purchase. 10% of sales 
goes to the World Wildlife Fund. 

ZOOTOPIA PETZ 
 7420 Derry St. Harrisburg, PA 17111 

PH (717) 558-PETS 
FAX (413) 691-0935 
Mon-Fri 12 to 7:30 

Sat 10 to 5; Sun 12 to 5 
Scott & Nola Sommer 

 LITITZ ORTHODONTICS 
Michael V. Palasz, DMD, MS 

4-A Tollgate Rd. Lititz, PA 17543 
717-626-0600 

Hours: Mon-Thu 8am - 6pm 
Fri   8am - 12noon 

Specializing in Orthodontics 
for Children and Adults 

ROGER H. STRAUSE, D.D.S. 
Centerville Family Dental 

803 Estelle Drive 
Lancaster, PA  17601 

717-898-9099 

 PETSMART 
Dustin Chambers, Manager 

2405 Covered Bridge Dr.  Suite145 
NE corner of Whitmer Rd. & R30 E. 

Tel.717-393-0820, 
 Fax. 717-394-6384 

M-S(10am –5pm;Sun. 10am-6pm 

JAY A. RIZZO, D.M.D. 
General Dentistry 

Hempfield Center, Suite 100 
930 Red Rose Court 

Lancaster, PA  17603 
717-295-5590 

M-T 8AM-6PM, W-TH 8AM-5PM, FRI 8AM-12PM 

 HIRAM PEOPLES HATCHERY 
Main Street 

New Providence, PA 17560 
717-786-7346 

Hours:  M-F 8-4 Sat 8-12 
Wholesale: Koi, Goldfish, Pond Supplies  

YOUR AD HERE! 
Contact Dave Frehafer: 

717-626-9456 or 
Docdave144@aol.com 

 MARYLAND AQUATIC NURSERIES 
3427 N. Furnace 

Jarrettsville, MD 21084 

410-557-7615 

 

Please support our local sponsors by visiting their businesses and purchasing their 
products and services. They support your club! Underlined sponsors have a website, 
just click on the sponsor's name above and you will be whisked away to their site. 
 
Want to sponsor the ACLC? Contact Dave Frehafer at 717-626-9456 or via e-mail at 
Docdave144@aol.com. Your support is greatly appreciated! 

http://www.cafepress.com/ABSTRACTACT�
mailto:ABSTRACTACT@yahoo.com�
http://www.zootopiapetz.com/�
http://www.lititzortho.com/home.asp�
http://www.marylandaquatic.com/�


 
Reports by Suze Glesky and Michael Steffen 

I love the world of aquaria. I love to shop. The 
Jersey Shop Hop was a day for both! What more 
could a woman ask for? I didn't need anything else 
to make my day better. What I got was way more 
than I ever expected. With Mike (twisted) at the 
wheel and Kurt manning the GPS from the back 
seat, I sat back and enjoyed a hilarious ride to and 
from Jersey. Mike and Kurt did NOT stop talking. 
Good people for sure.  

 
The ACLC crew. 
We were met at the first store in Hillside, the Shark 
Aquarium, by a group of 6 people or so from two 
local Jersey clubs. Most of them had been to our 
June ACLC meeting. I felt special being chaperoned 
by these kind folks. The store's selection of 
driftwood was spectacular. They had pieces so 
large, I doubt they would fit in my bathroom. So 
how big would an aquarium have to be to house one 
of these? I made my first purchase of a particular 
small net. I couldn't find it in PA! I also saw a fish 
for $799. Yikes!  

We were then led to The Pet Shanty in Scotch 
Plains. This place was booming with business. It 
was jam packed with goods. I was impressed with 
the cleanliness of their tanks. The staff was great. 
They had lots of stuff I hadn't seen before. The dry 
goods section was not wheelchair accessible, which 
disappointed me. I know I would've found some 
goodies there! What I did find was a beautiful large 
gold gourami. He's aggressive sometimes, 

especially when it's feeding time, but I still love 
him.  

 
Inside the Pet Shanty 
We opted to eat dinner before visiting the last store. 
Kurt, Mike and I were so hot, hungry and tired that 
we were played out and didn't say much to one 
another. When we were later joined by Alesia and 
Frank of the Jersey gang, it was like a shot in the 
arm! Lots of laughing, good conversation and good 
food. I had the best Greek salad I've ever had in my 
life. 5 different lettuces and fresh herbs in the 
dressing. Is your mouth watering? Mine is just 
thinking about it. Alesia shared some of her sweet 
potato fries, which I had never had. At the cash 
register, there were some freshly baked raspberry 
filled butter cookies. Each cookie was precisely 
placed in a lovely cone shape atop this large plate. I 
grabbed one before I paid and asked if I could buy 
some. I was told they, “come from our kitchen just 
for our customers.” They offered to fill a small bag 
for me, but I graciously declined. The Chester Diner 
was a great place.  

The last stop of the day was Adam's Pet Safari. Just 
like the others, it was a great store. I saw my first   
cichlid fry, which was very cool. I was thrilled to 
find some koi colored Pterophyllum scalare. 
Gorgeous fish. I could only buy one, as my 33g is 
full. I could not pass up this beauty.  

I absolutely loved the fellowship with the Jersey 
group. They were the part of my day I was not 



expecting. The weather was stinking hot. They 
didn't have to be there, but I am so thankful they 
were. The interaction with these special Jersey 
people and the ACLC are the best part of my world 
of aquaria.  - Suze 

  ****************** 

The trip to Jersey was an 
amazing experience to 
take part in and here's 
what happened: 

I was up early and out 
the door 10 minutes early 
and thought I was off to 
a great start, when to my 
surprise I would 
encounter heavy fog on 

my way to pick up our 
auction chair Suze, and it pushed me back 10 
minutes to her despair. All was well though and we 
arrived at TFP at 6:55 a.m. We were then waiting to 
be joined by our President Kurt and had a lot of 
laughs while we awaited others to join us. In the 
end we were all piled into one car heading for the 
garbage state laughing and joking along the way. 

I have to break this trip down into four parts 
because that's how my mind perceives it. The first 
part being the trip there, the second being the fish 
shops, third is dining with Jersey's finest, and 
finally the trip home. 

Part 1: Anything I could write to try to describe this 
wouldn't do it justice in the least. Imagine if you 
will being trapped in a car with 2 other wise 

cracking, smart alec, fish heads for 3 hours! The 
best part was that it gave us a lot of time to get to 
know each other and I found out our president has a 
secret love of cichlids! So from here on out every 
time you see the term "cichlidiot" he is also 
referring to himself. Now that that's clear, we had a 
very livid and jovial conversation on the way to the 
first stop. 

Part 2: Shark Aquarium is nothing but an absolute 
SA and Monster fish keepers paradise. Wonderful 
specimens all over the place and some hard to find 
species were available here as well. They even had 
a 120 gallon used aquarium for $100.00 including 
the stand and canopy. It was truly a great stop on 
our tour. 

 
Inside the belly of the beast - Shark Aquarium! 

The Pet Shanty was one of the most amazing places 
I have ever had the opportunity to shop in. This 
place isn't the biggest, and may not be the best but it 
was the best I have ever been inside of, The 
selection of hard to find fish was simply amazing 
and I even left with a few galaxy rasboras that are 
nearly impossible to find locally. I even saw a few 
females holding in the shop and to see that happen 
in the store the fish have to be well tended. The 
Tang selection was amazing with even a few shell 
dwellers mixed in that made me smile. Really a 
great store and they extended us the courtesy of a 
25% discount across the board on everything we 
bought. In closing, I will definitely be making a 
solo trip to see these guys again and can't wait for 
the trip next year to revisit them. 

Adam's Pet Safari was another great shop with 
some hard to find species and 2 amazing batches of 
fry in the sale tanks. Once again to have them breed 
they are very well cared for fish. The shining star in 

Let the buying begin! 



my mind was the angel fish selection of Adam's. 
Adam himself even came out and shook our hand to 
welcome us to his store. It is a great shop and again 
I will look forward to revisiting this little gem in 
NJ. 

Part 3: Dining with the Jersey folks is nothing short 
of an event in its own. They are loud, funny, loud, 
talkative, loud, and, did I say loud? It was a great 
time with fellow fish heads and no one ate fish! The 
Chester Diner is a great place to eat and they know 
how to feed ya too. Great food, great portions and in 

case you didn't notice, the president and myself are 
a bit fluffy. 

Part 4: The ride home was spent talking about all 
the great fish we had the chance to look at, and the 
president giggling about his magazines in the back 
seat throughout the trip home. 

Overall was a wonderful experience and I cannot 
wait for the next trip. The only thing is next time we 
need everyone to come out and make the trip so that 
we can be louder than the Jerseyites. - Mike 

 

Debunking the Hobby 
by Joel Antkowiak 

I will occasionally include this column when room 
and time permits. It will encompass answering a 
question about the aquarium hobby.  

Today's question: Should you use charcoal in an 
aquarium filter? 
To answer this question, we need to know why we 
might want to use charcoal. The answer to that is 
simply one word - adsorption. Not absorption, but 
adsorption. A medium such as charcoal is used to 
provide chemical filtration. This is done by the 
process of adsorption. Adsorption is the process that 
occurs when a gas or liquid solute accumulates on 
the surface of a solid or, more rarely, a liquid 
(adsorbent), forming a molecular or atomic film (the 
adsorbate). In order to have an efficient chemical 
filter, you must have many adsorption sites on the 
surface of the filter medium. When all of the sites 
have been taken, it is time to change the medium. 

Many people use the term absorption when they 
really should be saying adsorption. The main 
difference is that during absorption, the gas or 
liquid solute will get incorporated into the volume 
of the absorbant, i.e., like a dry sponge absorbing 
water. As stated, the solute remains on the surface 
during adsorption. 

So then, what is the answer to the question? The 
answer is NO. You say what? Well, charcoal, while 
sometimes sold as a filter medium, does not have 
many adsorption sites. Using charcoal won't harm 
your aquarium, but it won't help much either.  

What you do want to use is ACTIVATED 
CARBON. This is another case where most people 
use the terms interchangeably, but there is a major  

difference. Even some manufacturers will 
incorrectly call their activated carbon charcoal just 
because many people use the term. Activated carbon 
has many more times the adsorption sites than 
charcoal has.  

So how do you tell the difference between activated 
carbon and charcoal? That's easy. Look at it. If the 
substance you have is shiny, then it is charcoal. If it 
has a dull look to it, that is due to the many little 
tiny holes in the surface just waiting to take the crap 
out of your tank. That's right, the dull stuff is 
activated carbon. 

 

AUGUST 21ST 
AUGUST 21ST 
AUGUST 21ST 
AUGUST 21ST 
AUGUST 21ST 

WHAT'S SPECIAL ABOUT 
AUGUST 21ST, YOU ASK ? 

 

WHY, IT'S THE DATE OF 

THE ACLC PICNIC 

 



 
 

Our national sponsors have donated products to make our club a success. Please support them. To 
get information about their products, click the name and you will go directly to their website.  

Hikari Sales USA Inc. Aquarium Products Mars Fishcare 
Air, Water, & Ice K and A Imports Boyd Enterprises 

Ginger Inc. Kent Marine Kordon 
Sachs Systems Aquaculture Penn Plax Pet Products Python Products Inc. 

Red Sea Max Seachem Labs Inc. Tropical Science Biolabs 
Vitakraft Pet Products Marc Weiss Companies Inc. Danner Manufacturing. Inc. 
Hawkeye International Drs Foster and Smith Tetra Products 

Rolf C. Hagen Corp. San Francisco Bay Brand Bow Tie Press/Fish Channel 
Cichlid Press Blue Zoo Radio Zoo Med Laboratories Inc. 
Spectrapure Aquadine Nutritional Systems Aquatic Life LLC 

Aquarium Guys  Kingfish Services.net 

Support Your Club! 
Products donated by the above listed manufacturers as well as the local sponsors are used to raise funds for our club. 
These items are auctioned or raffled off to raise money so that we can have an interesting program every month. Our 
monthly raffle is now expanded. First, we have a door prize for members who attend the meeting - you get one entry for 
attending.  

Next, we still have our regular raffle, but the prizes are bigger and better. Tickets are now $1 each, 7 for $5, and 15 for $10. 
And remember, you get a free ticket for wearing ACLC clothing to the meeting, and if you bring a new member to the 
meeting. The new member also gets a free ticket. Prizes are goodie bags filled with fish food, water conditioners, reptile 
packages, and decorations. Well worth it if you win, and everyone is a winner because it supports the club! 

 

THE ACLC PICNIC ! 
 

REGISTER WITH 
PEDRO SANCHEZ 
BY AUGUST 7TH ! 

http://www.hikariusa.com/�
http://www.aq-products.com/�
http://www.marsfishcare.com/�
http://www.airwaterice.com/�
http://www.fdpp.net/?�
http://chemi-pure.com/�
http://www.gingerinc.com/�
http://www.kentmarine.com/�
http://www.novalek.com/�
http://aquaculturestore.com/�
http://www.pennplax.com/Welcome.html�
http://www.pythonproducts.com/�
http://www.redseamax.com/redseamax/250Temp/redseamax/index.html�
http://www.seachem.com/�
http://www.tsbiolabs.com/�
http://www.vitakraft.de/�
http://www.marcweissco.com/index.html�
http://www.cichlidpress.com/�
http://hawkeyeaquarium.com/�
http://www.drsfostersmith.com/�
http://www.tetra-fish.com/TetraFish.home�
http://www.hagen.com/usa/�
http://www.sfbb.com/�
http://www.fishchannel.com/�
http://www.cichlidpress.com/�
http://www.bluezooradio.com/�
http://www.zoomed.com/cm/Home.html�
http://www.spectrapure.com/�
http://www.aquadine.com/�
http://www.aquaticlife.com/�
http://www.aquariumguys.com/�
http://www.kingfishservices.net/�


 
 

Delaware County Aquarium Society 

Meets the 1st Friday of each month from 
Sept. through June at the Springfield 
Township Building, Springfield, PA. 

www.dcas.us 

Diamond State Aquarium Society 

Meets the 2nd Monday of each month 
from Sept. through June at William 
Penn High School in New Castle, DE. 

http://dsas.topcities.com/ 

Bucks County Aquarium Society 

Meets the 1st Thursday of each month 
from Sept. through July at the 
Churchville Nature Center, Churchville, 
PA. 

http://www.bcasonline.com/ 

Potomac Valley Aquarium Society 

Meets the 1st Saturday of each month 
from Sept. through June at the Green 
Acres School in Fairfax, VA 

http://www.pvas.com/ 

NJ Tri-State Tropical Fish Association 

Meets the 1st Thursday of every month 
except July and August at the 
Barrington Municipal Building in 
Barrington, NJ.  

Contact Bill Farrell at 856-428-1431. 

Keystone Killy Group 

Meets the second Saturday of each 
month from Sept. through June (except 
Dec.) at members' homes. 

http://www.keystonekilly.org/ 

Capital Cichlid Association 

Meets the second Saturday of each 
month from Sept. through June in Silver 
Spring, MD. 

http://www.capitalcichlids.org/ 

UPCOMING 
***EVENTS*** 

Visit the websites for these clubs for more 
information on their event if you are 
interested in attending. Support other clubs 
and they will support ours! 

NEC Summer Auction 2010 
Sunday, August 15, 2010 

The Crowne Plaza 
100 Berlin Road 
Cromwell, CT 

www.northeastcouncil.org 
Greater Pittsburgh Aquarium 

Society Fall Auction 
Sunday, September 26, 2010 

North Hampton VFD 
5149 North Pioneer Road 

Gibsonia, PA 15044 

Potomac Valley Aquarium Society 
All Aquarium Catfish Convention 

October 21-24, 2010 
Hyatt Fair Lakes 

12777 Fair Lakes Circle 
Fairfax, Virginia 22033 

http://dsas.topcities.com/�
http://www.bcasonline.com/�
http://www.pvas.com/�
http://www.keystonekilly.org/�
http://www.capitalcichlids.org/�
http://www.fairlakes.hyatt.com/�


 
BAP Report by Twisted Fisher AKA Michael Steffen 

 
The Malaysian Trumpet Snail is a great addition to 
any aquarium. There are many different patterns, 
shapes, size, as well as dark or light colored.  These 
snail reach a max length of about 1”-1.5” and are 
not an "out in the open" snail most of the time. They 
would rather prefer to be hidden under the sand 
until the night time when the lights go out and the 
food is laying about. The MTS is a live bearing 
snail that actually gives birth to live offspring.   

That being said, I shall list 
the benefits of having them 
in your tank and simple 
ways to control their 
population. 

Aeration of the substrate is 
the first topic we will discuss 
in this ode to the MTS. With 
keeping fish in a  tank that 
has sand for the substrate 
they “turn” the sand by 
burrowing through it 
releasing potentially harmful 
gas pockets. Substrate 
aeration is a great benefit to 
planted aquariums as it 
promotes air exchange and 
root growth without 
disturbing the roots or 
uprooting your plants. 

A better cleanup crew 
cannot be found. MTS eat 
anything that your fish eat 
and if your fish are messy 
eaters like mine then you 
need some help in the 
janitorial department. MTS 
will come in on the night shift and rake the leaves, 
trim the hedges, and even mow the yard while your 
fast asleep and the fish are too. They will even 
employ a few day shift janitors if there is not a 
threat in the tank and they are comfortable. They 
will not eat your plant or attack that cucumber that 
you put in for the pleco so don’t worry about the 

inhabitants. Also, they are safe to put with the most 
tender of critters like shrimp and fresh water sea 
horses. 

Algae removers are yet a third reason to have a snail 
population in your tanks. And whom among us 
cannot stand with a little help in the glass cleaning 
area of our tanks! 

Now for the population control part of this article. 
There is a bad reputation 
that all snails that are not big 
and pretty to look at have 
received. A lot of hobbyists 
tend to think that having any 
type of snail in their 
aquarium, other than the 
ones in the pet store, is 
horrible and they must be 
removed immediately. There 
is a whole industry on this 
view point of the snails with 
everything from chemical 
removers to traps.  I will 
never condone putting a 
chemical in a tank that kills 
anything! That’s my point of 
view as far as fish keeping 
goes. The best population 
control method is simply not 
over feeding your fish. If 
there is limited food then 
there is limited ability to 
reproduce and they will not 
reproduce just to die. 

I hope that this has shed 
some light upon the MTS 
and has cleared up some 

misconceptions about these little cleaners. They are 
not pests, they just are trying to get hired to clean up 
your tanks. 

As always, till you peek behind my shell and see me 
again I'll be waiting and watching my fishes. 



If you weren's there, here's what you missed.... 

The June Meeting of the ACLC 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DID I MENTION THAT 
THE ACLC PICNIC IS 

COMING UP? 
 

AUGUST 21ST 
SEE YOU AT THE PARK! 



 

Wayne Calender has supplied me with scanned copies of many different Tank Tales covers from 
his collection over the years. I will occasionally place one at the end of Tank Tales so you can 
see how we have progressed over the years. This one is from October 1972, the first year of the 
club's existence.. 
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